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been detained three weeks at Canseau, the French were, un-
til the moment of their arrival, ignorant of their being in
the neighbourhood. Preparations were immediately made
for landing the men, which was aflected without much op-
position, and the enemy driveninto the town. While the
troops were disembarking, the French burned all the houses
in the neighbourhood of the works, which might serve as a
cover to the English, and sunk some vessels in the harbour
to obstruct the entrance of the flect. The first object was
to invest the city. Licutenant-Colonel Vaughan conducted
the first column through the woods within sight of Louis-
burg, and saluted the city with three cheers. At the head
of a detachment, composed chiefly of New Hampshire
troops, he marched in the night to the north-cast part of the
harbour, where he burned the warchouses containing the na-
val stores, and staved a large quantity of wine and brandy.
The smoke of the fire, driven by the wind into the Grand
Battery, so terrified the French that they abandoned it, and
spiking their guns retired to the city. The next morning
Vaughan took possession of the deserted battery, and hav-
ing drilled the cannon left by the enemy, which consisted
chiefly of forty-two pounders, turned them with good effect
on the city, within which almost every shot lodged, while
several fell on the roof of the citadel. The troops were em-
ployed for fourteen successive nights in drawing cannon from
the landing-place to the camps, through a morass. To
effectthis they were obliged toconstruct sledges,as the ground
was too soft to admit of the use of wheels; while the men, with
straps on their shoulders, and sinking to their knees in mud,
performed labour beyond the power of oxen ; and which could
only be executed in the night or during a foggy day, the
morass being within view of the town and within reach of
its guns. On the 7th of May a summons was sent to Duc-
hambon, who refused to surrender ; the siege was therefore
pressed with great vigour and spirit. By the 28th of the



