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whether the sum be large or small, without
reading it.  Every deed he owns has been
curefully  serutinized before its accept-
ance, and yet the application for his fire
insurance policy was gigned without ex-
amination, and the policy itself, although
for n very considerable amount, was quiet-
Iy laid away without being read at all.

Nearly all, if not quite all the troubles
anuoyance and disappointment in con-
nection with [(ire insurance arises from
this grosy carelessness on the part of the
assured, After a fire they plead that they
intended this and did not intend that;
thut they meant this and did not mean
that; their explanations are often guite
true and very reasonable, but not one out
of & hundred of them would begin to
think of allowing & series of intentions, of
which neither thiey nor any one else ever
heard or thought, lo appear after the
consummation of & contract, as the right-
ful interpretation of its terms. Shylock
stucl to his bond through thick and thin
80 long as- ils interpretation: was in his
fuvor, but wonld;very gladly have amend-
e it when Portia shewed him the con
sequences Lo himsell, So it is  with too
many policy holders ; when they see the
rosulls of their own acts they want to
plead #intentions,” forgetful of the road
which is said Lo be' paved with these
deceplive materials,

There is a very large number of people
who, because Lthey hive never read their
policies,—ar il they have read them have
done it very carelessly,~—rest contented
with the iden that they have a ceriain
amount of insurance against firey but

when a lire occurs, and the resulb of their

own carelessness is that they have a very
lurge loss with a very small proporiion of
their insurance applying to it, they
blame the company iuvstead of them-
selves, and they reply to questions on the
subject in such manner as to imply that
the insursnce company had - delranded
them. Such people are doubly dishonest,
ahid work - a two-fold damage; they not
- only injure the good name of & company
who have dealt honestly and even liber-
ally by them, but they lessen the confi-
denco ol the peoplo in‘insurance generally,
so that many are overwhelmed by calam-
ities agninst which they would have
sought indemnity if they had not been
discouraged by their neighbor's evil
tongue.  'We  therefore repeat to all

% Read your policy,” read it carelully’; if it

is'not right gel it made right at once, if it
is not clear get it made clear at once, as

. you miay rest assured thab every company

- desires ils contracts to be clear and cor xecb
: rmd sol(’mle)pxetmg.

' dutby into each, -

RECIPROCITY WITH HAWAIL

It appears that a resolution has been
proposed . in the House of Commons
by Mr. lomer of DBritish- Columbia,
declaring that it is desirable that the
Government . should take - measures to
bring about reciprocity of trade belween
the Dominion of Canada and the Hawaiian
Islands, Nir-John Macdonald stated that
“ he had had communications on the sub-
# ject from those high in authority in the
“ Hawaiian Islands, -and the Government
“were ulready aware that il was desirable
“to bring .about reciprocity in trade
“ between Canuda  and those Islands.”
Under these circumstances he asked the
mover to withdraw his resolution, which
he did. *The imports from the Hawaiian
Islands into British Columbia, according
to the customs reburns, amounted in 1881
Lo §2,180, duty on which was $3"7 and in
1882 10 $4,607, duty $2,008.:0, In 1881
the imports- were exclusively molasses,
and in 1882 molasses and sugar. Both
articles were much more largely imported
into British Columbig from the United
States as well as l'ro'm other countries
which trade with Canada.  The. term
‘reciprocity is rather vague, but has been
igenerully understood - with us to' mean

reciprocal free trade. By the treaty of
11854 with the United HLaLes it was agreed
that certain natural products common to
both countries should be admitied free of
This clearly is not what
is contemplaled in the case of Hawaii,
Our chief exports to Hawaii are coal.. Of
course in: the absence of more information
than is conlained iu the briel remarks of
Sir Johu Macdonald we can only surmise
that he contemplates making gome change
in the. commercial relations belween
Canada and IHawaiis and as sugar ‘and

.molasses are the chief articles that the

latter country can furnish’ we ‘must con-
sider the subject with reference to them.
Now, as a large portion of the Dominion
‘revenue is derived {rom sugar, we cannot
entertain the idea that the abolition of
the sugar duties is contemplated. - If not,
then if it were. possible (and we own
that we doubt even Sir John Macdonald's
power to. ablain the consent of Great
Britain - to any scheme of differential
duties against the British Sugar Colonies
‘which will demand the protection of the
Empire) to, abolish the duties on ‘sugar
from Hawali, are we prepared to give a
preference to one ol our smallest  cus-
tomers over the Umted States? The last

counhv ii the ,\'011(1 Lo, whlch Canada -

ought to give .&lst cause of complaint is
the United Stetes, and that an attemps-
to divert 'the trade now carried on by

“enution than during the last few seasons.

British Columbia with that country to the
Hawaiian Islands would be looked on
as-an act of agresssion, is not open to
doubt.

The subject, however,“must be con-
sidered from another point of view. We
are engaged  in a very large -expenditure
of public money to establish a communi-
cation between.the Pacific Province and
the Eastern Provinces of the Dominion,
Can any plausible reason be assigned for
relieving ‘the British Columbians from
duties which are imposed on the peopleof.
all the other Provinces ?7—Even if it were
possible to establish' free trade with
Hawali, it would not affect any other
Provinee but British Columbia, and would
simply relieve its population from taxation’
to whatever exient the Hawaiian:trade
might produce it. If Sir John Macdonald's
remarks may be looked on as an indica-
tion of what might be dttempted if Cinada
had the power to negotiate commercial
treaties, then we think that it is most
fortunate that she has not & power which’
she lacks wisdom to wield. ‘

Too Maxy Srorrs.—There i3 some reason: to
apprehend that the recentaddition to the popu- |
lation'of Carleton Place, Ont, . through the
establishment there of ‘the Railway workshops,
may result in misfortune rather: than benefit,
The number of stores opened meantime and in
course of completmn would be'enough of them-
selves, apartirom -the  regular!v "established.’
firms, to supp]y all the demands of the place
and vicinity. - This tendeney to overdo busxv
ness is not confined to Carleton Place, It s
assuring, however, o learn that’ wholesals
houses are crediting with 'a greater degree of .
The:
remedy for worthless book-debts, low compro-
mises and the local mischief of Trade Sales is in
the hands'of the  wholesale ‘dealers,. and: we,

fancy that incxperienced persons who' look’
upot sloreleeping as the most desirable of ecall-

“ings-—or men without sufficient capital of their

‘own to guarantee ngainat reckless trading—will
bave some difliculty for some time to come in
getting started on the. road to . their own and
their neighbors' ruin. i In Carleton Place many
of the. hands—not much “above’ 100 in ‘all—
hoard near the shops, and keep their families in
Brockville, and the people’ of the latter place
are not likely to neg{ect their-own mterests in’
the matter,

TuE WitoLEsALE CLomnsxe Tasps.—The grow-

[ing importance of the wholesale clothing trade

of Montreal is becoming more and more appar-
ent. We recently referred to the enlargement

‘of the premises.of -one’ of the principal estab-

lishments; and their enterprise in reaching dis-
tant customers.

- also been obliged to enlarge their already exten- ©

sive premises. © An additional storey huas .been
added to the main building, fronting ‘on St .
Joseph and St. Henry streets, and the.’large -

“building ndjommg, on St, Joseph street, occupied,

by Messrs.’ Cantlie, Ewan' & Co.; *has ' also;

bcen ncqmred, ‘the latter ﬁrm bemg about to

Messrs. H. Shorey.& Go. have ' "



