
TU/E QUEEXS 0F EUROPE-

and Empress themselves love their lilîle
daughiters just as dearly as if they had
btein heirs to the Crown, tliough, on
doubît, they too would like to secure
the throne for a child of their own.
On thie birth of the Grand I)uchess
Olga thie Czar is reported to have said
that hie was glad the child wa', a girl,
-becauise, " said hie, ' had our child

been a boy hie would have belonged to
the people ; being a girl, shie belongs
ta s. This little girl bears a strong
resemiblance to her mother, while lier
sister Tatiana is totally different in
lineamnent, and is more like the Czar.

one of the most beautiful of the
Roya.l counlry palaces is that of Peter-
hof, in the grounds of which are înnum-

et-able waterfalls and founitains. l'he
Czarkoë Seloe i.s another perfect pal-
ace, where the Czar and his famiïly
spend thîe sunîîner niontlis.

The Czarina, alîhough surrotinded
with the iost luxurîous hiome,. of' ;ny
European Queen, remains' perfecîly
simple i hier tastes. She used to lie
almost Puritaîîical i lier lox e of ;iim.
plicity so far as it affect' rs' and it

was with the utrnost difficulîyN th.tt slîe
could be per'.uaded su clîoo.se a /w.
stw'u befntîiig an Empress of Russia.
Even ïîow she despises over-elaborate-
ness in dress ;and although lier own
wardrobe is necessarly car-ried ont on
a magnificent sclshe sets no ex-
travagalît fa'.hion%,, to those about lier.

III-QUI.EN SOPHIEl O~F SWEDEýN

0 WING to delicate health, Queen-Sophie of Sweden has for several
years pasi been compelled to forego
active patrticipattion in many of the su-
cial enîtertainmiients in which she would
citherwvise have taken part, and to live
a quiet, retired life.

Shte is one of the most amiable of
S,,vcreign ladies, and bears hier suifer-
ings with a fortitude and patience that
-.peitk much for hier unselfishness, re-
signation, and sweetness of disposi-
tion.

Q ueen Sophie was borni at Biebrich
01n julyý 9 th, 1836, being the daughter
of the Duike of Nassau. She was
broughit up unosterîtationsly, but great
attention %vas paid to the selection of
bier teachers and to hier general educa-
uion. She was extremely clever, and
soon displayed a special gift l'or Ian-
guages ; before she was twenty she
could -speak three or four tangues
fiuently. As a girl she was rather shy
and stuldious, and hier parents little
thought that their reserved, unambi-
t i ous 1 ittile Sophie would one day make
a marniage that would place her on one
of the thrones of Europe. But such
was the fate in store for lier.

Prince Charming came in the person
of Prince Oscar of Sweden, the third

sont of King Oscar 1. At the lime of
Prince Oscar*s hirtli his. fathur %ý as, only
the Crown Prince. anid bis' graniather,
King Chairles johin, occ upivd thle
throne. Thle chanices, thecrefore, that
this~third son of the- tlencrn Prince
would be calledl upion to rei% were
sornewhat remote, aid lie wýas allowved
to follow his own inclinationi a, retd,,ts
a career. lHe chose a s ;kil o r lIf, oaiid
at the age of elevent entler ed 1 lie S%\ ed-
Îsh navy, and hater made somie inter-
esting voyages. At the same lime lie
wrote a gond deal of poelry, and has.
continued a poet to this day.

Scorning to gain prejudiced sucees'.
on accoui of rank rallier thani mient.
the Sailor-Prince sent in aîîonymonsly
to the Swedish Acaderny tSciec a
poemn for competition. It %%;ts catlled
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ît won the prize.

It was the sudden death of his
brother Gusîav, in 1852, that caused
Prince Oscar bu corne more mbt pro-
minence as a possible Swedîsh King,
his brother Charles's marriage having,
up to that period, proved childles',.
Prince Oscar, Duke of Ostro-Gotha,
as hie was called, was heartwhole,
and his father, in order to give him
the opportuniîy of choosing a bride to


