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VIOLETS IN THE CITY

Child of the vernal yoar.
Dear harbingers of radianee and of bloom,
\c~lhng. nmid the forest’s leafy gloom,
Whence sped ye here ?

A poet’s holiest thonght
Contains no meanings like y our petals show,
Soft shadowed with the azure’s tenderest glow,
With purity inwrought.

Your staintess loveliness
Rebhukes the unensy and tnmultuous throng.
Who heed not, as they wildly rush aloug.
The love your louks express.

T marvel at your life.
Shining where darkest mists enshroud lhc Ways
Of Lewdon streets, to blot the vernal rays

Amid trade's Inrring strife.

What charm you must PusSess,
To bloam nearconrts where erime, the child of woe.
Cronches and creeps. or wandering to and fro
Might dim your loveliness!
Whenee sped your subtle pawer?
To shine with such sky-dow credd constaney,
Amid aerowd who lacks the thoe to see
Perfection in a flower!

Type of that trust diviue,
m’hupn that waité—of faith that never dies—
Liv uw: ﬂlom- amid a myriad eves
hat have no light for thine.

Lke a strange menory
Of iddy raptures when the world was new.
When vizious sparkled like the morning dew.
Yonr feagrapes seetns 1o me.

Or like empurplad dreams
Of shadowy joys, that hount the dle hraiu,
That huve no shape and only lazh to wane,
Your softened Lennty secms,

The valleys cast ye forth,
The wossy nooks. where Heaven swiled to see
The blue ey ed taken of her purity

Mirrored o near the earth!

And phiced vou pear aur sight
(Th u:um;‘ 1 to reverence —as we gaze
U boove ¢ amid nalovely ways,

To edge vur thought with il_“ht-
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“CLOUDS AND SUNSHINE.”
(New Tl Page of this Nol)

O ! Heeey clouds that float upon thc air,
Adorned with chs anzing coloiirs by the beame
cn \ i S0l whose ever hurnmr' Tays
neh void space. nnd strike the bosamn fair
Hi ~hivering Trkkra. chained in Frost's embrace.
Bringive the vernal ealour to her free

Drart

Pussess ye aught. in all your wondrous charms.
Yeor wealth of iwmacery and v arsiug form,

That eaquals. mits l)e.nn\' awl its grace—
That in r Spring-time of HY Current warms
Man’s heart. as Jogs—the (e bebind the elouwd

Of nnnhtul mail who jf.hst.lu:‘ 1o the crowd?

Avanut ! Ye dinoy changeful clouds of sky.
Yo are bt vapoanury. watery emanations
Druwin upwared W the strong rays of the Sen.
Amad, fur o tine the sport of wind on high.
Anon yvou vi-it Mother Earth again
In form of snow, or hail, or peuring ratn.

The other elouds. adorning Ladies fair,
Halt hide the sunshine in their many tolds.
But vei the smile. the Wloomine cheek. the ey e.
Sources of sunshine briechtening lite's - dull care.’
Ared all thn chanmns whuh fase of woman shows,
'I'hc:u tleeey cluuds do also hatf dizelose.

ALPAA.
Montreal, 18710

SCIENTITIC.

The mictoscope reveals the faect that s speck of potato rot
the size of a pin-licad contains two ferocious little animals,
biting and clawing cach other savagely.

A sulistance has been found in Pancake Mountain, Nevada,
which is gaid to resist intense heat better than anything here-
tofore discovered. and it is to be used in lining smelting fur-
naces in the sitlver mines,

Professor €. Nicati Lias investigated the causes of the curious
redness of the snow, sometimes seen on the Grisons, Switzer-
land, and seems to have demonstrated that it is produccd by
the dust of the desert of Saharg, transported over sea and land
hy siroccos.

Aningenious apd fimple method of examining the structure
of flames has buen suggested, The flame is to be cut across
horizontally by a flat lamellar jet of water or of air, and may
then be examined at lrlnurc by looking down upon it from
above,

A scientifie lecturer un walking says his ¢xperiments show
that one side of the body always tends to outwalk the other
side. Tt is not possible when the eyes are shui to walk in a
straight line for any length of time, and it will be found where
persons lose their way, that they almost invariably wander off
to the right rather than to the left.

‘How To aviip Wer CELLARE.—AD excess of water, or too
much dampness, in some instances, ariges from surf:u.c rater,
and in others, from spring veins that crop out in the ccllar.
In many mbmncu» when the excavation is being made for a
cellar, in a heavy, sprm") ground, water veins are cut off two
or three feet below the surface of the ground. When such is
the case, the water in those veins will be discharged behind
the cellar wall) and will gettle down and pass along on the
surface of the cellar bottom  Sometimes, however, the veins
of water are not reached till the excavation is about r-cmplvt"fl
Then, when the water veing, which pass through the earth
like the blood veins through thr‘ body of a living apimal, are
filled with water, the bottom of the cellar will om-n be covered
with water, ¢ven when o good underdrain has been provided
to convey it away as soon a8 it has accumulated in sufficient
quantitics to flow out through the anderdrain,

How for the remedy.  The correct way to avoid a wet cellar,
is to lay a tile drain entircly around the outside of the exca-
vation, nearly « foot lower than the bottom of the cellar, before
the foundation walls arc laid. DBut after an edifice hns heen
erected, and water appears on the eellar bottom, the mort
sutisfactory way to render the bottom dry is to sink w chun-
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nel nearly a foot deep entirely around the cellar close to the
wall, and lay a course of drain tiles in the bottom, which will
cat off all water veins, and thus render the cellar quite satis-
factorily dry, by condueting the water into the tiles before it
can work along toward the widdle of the cellar.—Seientific
American,

)

MISCELLANEA
Gold having been discovered iu Madagasear, (says Nuture)
the Government of the island has prohibited the senrch, 1f
gold is discovered in remunerative quantities, there will be
such a rush of Europeans to the country as will dispossess the
native inhabitants.

Avep Laxe Syyp.—The Ormskirk Guardinns have just
granted the workhouse porter, Luke Hemer, a woek’s holiday.
The fact is that Mr. Hemer, notwithstanding his humble posi-
tion, is going to spend a n. w hours at Hawarden with no less
u personnge than the Premier. Luke and Mr. Gladstone were
school-fellows together, and, although they now stand so far
apart in the socinl seale, Luke every year pays a short visit to
the right honourable gentleman,

An [talian journal reports the discovery, in a barn, of two
precious pictures, one of them a Correggio.  This picture is
above one metre in heipht, and represents a Presepe, with
many figures, in very good preservation, of cxtruordinary
strength of colour, with wonderfully painted aceessories, ‘I'he
other is the upper part of w Christ, life size, and bearing the
cross, painted on a panel by Gaudenzie Fermrio.  The
stupendous anatomy of the hand supporting the cross is ‘very

remarkable.  These two masterpicees are now being exhibited
in the Muscum of Dr. Rusconti, in the Gallery of Vittorio
Emanuele.

Tux Cost or Dinrres.—5ix bottles of brandy or wine are
popularly supposed to make a gallon, and six imperial quarts
do fairly make up the gallon.  Mr. Chureh has been at the
paing to measure the contents of some reputed quart bottles
in which diterent wines and brandy were sent out by a re-
spectable house,  They contalned, in nearly every instance,
less than two-thirds of the full measure.  'ort at 8ax, a dozen
was really sold at 82:. full measure.  Cognac at 605, was sold
at the rate of 36s, full measure. Santo was sold at 34s. 2
dozen; the bottles consisted of unly 22 ounces, instead of 40,
and the cost was, therefore, at the rate of 875, Even the
03, Roussillen, bought by the bottle, counts up to 30s, adozen,
The kick or dimple in each bottle often holds as much as a
small tumbler.  Evidently dimples are a considernble, and
probably a not sufticiently considered, itein in our family ex-
penditure.—British Medical Journad.

A committee has been formed in England for supplying
with sceds the small French proprictors of land in Alsace,
Lorraine, and other districts of France devastated by the war,
The progress of the war has deprived large numbers of the
peasant farners of the means of cultivating their lands, in
consequence partly of the destructive marches and conficis
of hostile armics, and partly of having had their horses, eattle,
and zeed corn requisitioned.

Notwithstanding the varied distresses and hearterending
events of the siege, the birthday of Moliére was duly celebra-
ted in Paris on the 13th of January, at the Thefitre Francais,
After the Dépir Amuureur and the -lm;fiu(r'on hud been plm ed,
a recitation was given by M. Coquelin.

The Emperor-King bas ‘¢ inaugurated’ his new nceession
of dignity by & very unpopular exercise of his prerogative.
As is well known, in the Prussian army oflicers are forhidden

to marry without irst obtaining the consent of the Sovercign.

—a consent accorded or withheld according to circumstances,
1t has come to the Emperor's knowledye that during the ve ry
exceptional order ot things which has existed for the last six
months this rule has been discegarded, and that marriages
have been contracted without his sanction.  This is clearly a
breach of military discipline which the Empaeror is fully com-
petent to punish, and he has issued an order cancelling all
these marriages. and rendering them null and void., It may
casily be understood under what circumstances these hasty
marriages have been contracted, on the eve of bitter separa-
tions, many of them for ever. - As among the Lutherans in
Germany marriage is purcly a civil ceremony, to which the
ritus of the Church are quite secondary, it ix possible that the
Royal dictum may be sufficient to put asunder those whom
man has joincil; but should any of the contracting partics, us
is quite possible, happen to belong to the Roman Catholic
Church, in which marriage is regarded as a sacrament, it is
not cagy to see how these unions can be annnlled. It ghonld
he added the Emperor is pleased to add that any engrgements
which may have been formed may continue in force. It is
to be hoped his subjects will be duly thankful for the small
mierey. -

Esprrovyext por Lapies witn Livitep Mreays.—A corres-
pondent of the Queen raakes the following rensible ramarks on
this hubjl.(:t s0 frequently mooted 41 am sure
Jailure lics in the fact that ladies, when they work for money,
do not compete with tradeswomen by offering for sale articles

suld in trade and of every-day use, but make and try to sell -

pin-cushions, sofa cushious, crochet cufls, sereens, and fancy
‘work of all sorts, which unt one lady ina hundred can afford
to Lbuy, and which most ladies make for themselves; here T
believe lies the seeret why so many associntions for the sale
of ladics’ work have failed—not in the sense of putting up the
shutters und returning the work to the senders, bat friled to
be much practical help to women of the better classes to help
‘themselves in poverty, No Iady, however industrious, hag
ever nuude an income ont of any depdt. The lurgest sum T
ever knew a worker receive in one year was .£20, and that was
an exceptional case, About L1 i8 n more uswal sum, while
muny, of course, are out of pockel altogether. I believe that
shops or stalls not stocked with one special thing would an-
swer,  Many Indies are good nilliners, dressmakers, &c., and
many would learn useful arts if they fmm(l them remunera-
tive, I need not particularise the things which lind o ready
sale in the open Lmnpct.iticm of trade, Pride and prejudice
prevent ladies (and wint of capital alro) entering into trade ;
but under the protection and with the assistance of work
socicty, they might practically become tradeswamen with
eage ; and, their industry being steadily rewarded by sure
guing, they would rejoice in giving up a froitless struggle to
make the public buy ilbhuninations and fancy work they dow’t
want and can do without, instead of offering them lats, boots,
stays, juckets, and what- nol‘ which they mist have and i
most fikely to buy,

~winter
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Tan Prussian Caxr.—A writer {in an English paper giveu
some interesting details concerning the conduct of a Prussiag
camp, The Prussians nlways form their camp in tho shape of
a square, whatever muy be the strengeh of the force obliged
to bivouae, ‘Their brigndes; divisions, and army corps, are
distinguished by electric beacons, or ordinary lights covered
with white or many eoloured glasses, the ohject of which ix,
first, to mark the abode of the Generals ; secondly, to fuuhmu_
the uunmunnuhun of orders emanating from thom, in cowm-
mand, This mode of lighting might be introduced with ad-
vantage into the French army, for there have been muny ju-
stanees during the late campaign of orders from headquarters
never e uhln" the generals at all,  The Prussinns camps are
gunrded by sentries Seattered on the wings and tronty, thirty
or forty paces from ench other, taking care to cross each other
cotitinunlly, so ns to prevent any soldicr or stranger from
going out without orders, or entering without o safe conduct,
The sentinels wt the outposts are generally placed checker-
wise, nnd united to the goards (whio are placed in the manner
presceeibed by Frederick the Greeat) by tittle powsts of cavaley
chinrged with immedintely tnforaiing tie main body of any
surprise, The sives ure lit in the morning and let out at night-
fall ; no cookiny is done by the Prussians when they arrive at
the bivouae by night. There are some fires to show the
general direction of the line of sentrics, but they cannot be
suett, the flank on the side which the enemy might attack be-
ing maxked by =lopes. The Prussinns always throw up earth-
works ; they earefully avoid seunding clarions or beating
drunisg either in their enmp or in action,  Every ofticer or sol-
dier s o whistle which ennbles the chicfs to perform the dif-
ferent calls und the men to give warting of the approach of un
voemy, to aull each other, and to seek their company when
they bave straved.,  The Prussisns never use the drum or
clarion exeept in o conquered country, as, for example, the
Muuse

Thy Paris correspondent of the (fueen writes (— Gur pricdes
dmes have turaed ont very Leave little women; one with
whom we were talkimz the other day inhabits the smallesy
reoms of all her iz apartments, <o us to bear with the Ieast
passible hit ot tive—for wood has become horribly scurce, nl-
most unattainable ;oand the Iady had  taken six wonnded sol-
dices inte her house, and they must have their rooms well
warmed, she said, Another, who attends the ambutances, and
whose horses have been elaimed by Government, now goes to
her seli-imposed avovations on feot throngh the frosty streets,
und, as she goes and comes daily in ber comfortalde-looking
dress, none of her sister-nueses from the hnabler
classes can understand how mueh resolution on her part the
act betokens, One fady, the wife of an officer in the army
went s fur as the Platean d'Avron, braving cold nnd fatigus
and rights of pain, to carry help and conselation to the
wounded there s and others, though less adventurous, still (o
their part of courage and Kindoess, sinee many evenings ke
them return home faint and ticed, after hoaes spent at the
soldicrs’ bedsides, having refused, as all these voluntecr in-
Jirazeexe oy to tonch any of the soup for fear that the supply
for their pativuts should run short,  Young Mme. Heinteler,
who was wounded on the Plateau d*Avron, is recovering,
though the injuries she received were somewhat severe,  She
Lad gone out to see her husband, the commandant Heintsler,
whose battalion was quartered at Avron, snd had remained
to breakfast with him while the Prassian shells were roaring
aml crushing near. The soldier's wife must have been a
brave woman, aithough of course the commandant’s breakfust
room (in one of the little honses of the village) was stipposid
to be out of daneer. And then, while the party were tatking,
crashing on te the tiny house came the te rrific bumb, hur-nng
on to the very bre ak fust table, and laying dead around it four
youuy officers and the almaner at the regiment, aud wound-

ing severs) otherg, amongst whom were the colonel and
his wife. M, Heintzler, it is fearcd, is in a dangerous
comdition.

Thir vorrespondent of the Ly News with the Crown Princa
of Saxony relates the wllowing incident, which we recvmmend
to the atlention of Canadian volunteers :(—Presently  ther-
drops in a very inte tligent youny Saxon voluntier, who likes
to sit down and have @ ehnt over the contents of Qe pagier he
read the day before.  Heis o one-year volunteer, finding his
own uniform and serving as a privite soldier,  This morning
as he sat down and lt his cigar he burst out sudidenly,
¢t Napoleon was quite right ahout you; you are a gation of
shopkeepers and huckslerers to the very marrow.” 1 thonght
the vehemenve of my young fricnd might have something to
do with our view of the pentrality question, and was prvpurmg
to unnihilate him with the 00 quogue that n German baron is
acting as B umpmn agent for a great American Bre-arms house,
and selling his wares to the French with pairiotic rrmlnwhs
but I was mn-tnkul “ Your London volunivers,” he con.
tinued, ¢ claim the right to do as they please, to kick dixei-
pline to the dogs-—not beeauss they are \'uluutv('rs not because
they hold themselves free men, but because Lhc_) paid out of
their own pockets for their uniforms. I hey innke the question
of the liberty of the subject turn, not on Magnu Charta, not
on the Mutiny Act, not on any broad principle, but on the
price of a coat, and who pays that price. Surely you will own
that you are a huckstering lot.," I could not help laughing
at my young friend's vehemence, but presently he imported
into the question a matter pnrbonnl to himself. Do you sce
this coat? said he, holding up the tail of hia tunic—* wall,
I puid Mohr and Hpohr for that out efiny own pocket, and for
every serap of kit L own, On the shoddy reasoning of your
volunteers, I am as fres to disobey orders as they are while 1
am inside a cont T inve mysclf paid for. T took an oath of
allegiance when I joined the army.  Is.any onth of alleginnee
exacted from your free and eusy gentlomen, who make the
pivot of eivil liberty turn on the gnestion who pays for a cont?
If I—a volunteer, and wenting the cont T have myRell paid
for—were deliberately to disoboey fmportant orders’ deliber-
ately issued, T should be taken out into o ficld and shot in my
own cont that T paid for, and scrve me right, too® 41 expeet,”
he continned, ¢0if 3t Hhuultl evor happen thnt any of vmu
volunteers, wearing their own uniform, should fall in action,
their rupresentatives  would have a claim on the Government
for the value of the suit, and if the tailor's bitl were nnpnid
Le would have nright to end it in to your War Oftice,” 'I'he
young fellow was piling np his irony so high, that I asenro
youl fult guite relicved when the doctur emne in, 1 ghould
have desived Mr. Merriman Lo have been present to have saiil
to the vulunu,c-' in the words of the poet i—f In wey in e
converbile inis,"



