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as thirty salinon on ono of the stages, When futiguy ‘ublr‘
auy one of them to rest, another takes hisg place, nnd g, ?:‘
net is constantly plied. -As soon ay u fish s (.hruwnﬂon tl:t
stage, & blow on thie head puts nnend (o ity struggles o g n‘e
the water,  Boys are st hand who sefzo it and enrey i nsiﬁ) 1
where it is at onea eplit up and cured, Nutwinxstnudiluz l;L,
ingenious contrivances of the crafty Red-sking, ilm;:wfu
numbers of fish egeape up the pids, and convey wenlgy u:;
plenty to the dwellers in the remote interjor,

The mode of fishing at the < Kettle Falls® of ¢ Columy
iz somewhat different, . 1t i3 only wt thetime of the mlﬂw:t
fluod, about the middle of June, that the salmon cay l"llﬂzsl thi
furwmidable barricr,  About three weeks earlior Indingg b\‘v“’
to nxsemble from all quarters,  Day after day euvaleadey :‘1‘
seen winding their way along the plain,  The whel. ¢
Indian wealth aceompanics these cavaleades.
feaves nothing bebind him for an cnemy or o roly

"THE NORTH-WEST TEBBI(TO’RY,‘
No. 13.—Bririsn Corvupia.—Fisuskgs, &o.
By the Rev. An. Mel). Dawson, Ottawa. '

The extraordinary abundance in British Columbia of those
fish which ascend rivers and penetrate, in great numbers, to
the highest habitable land of the interior, cannot be merely
accidental, They form the staple food of the Aboriginal
Indisn. They are /s necessary to him as grain awd bread to
man in a civilized state, or as the plantain and banana to the
dwellers in the tropics. lmprovident, as savages guenernlly
are, we find that they exercise wonderful foresight in treasu-
; They literally harvest thom, ns
But

upon the ecfficiency of the army, but upon the
organization of the whole nation. ' .

The question of the value of fortifications as a protec-
tion against the new eugines of destruction, davised by
modern ingenuity, has also had considerable light thrown
upon it by the present war. RBut the Crimean war had
already demonstrated the value of improvised defences,
as did also the late war between the Northern and
Southern States. The sieges withstood by some of the
temporarily fortified positions in the South, were quite as
prolonged and perhaps quite as earnest as that of” Stras-
burg. Yet Strasburg has fallen, and from having been »
protection to France as intended, it has become a serious
menace. The few Lorder fortified towns which France
has lost one after another have not only proved sources of
weakness during the war, but their very existence com-
plicates negotiations for peace. France canscarcely surren-
der, or even dismantle them without loss of dignity, and
Prussia can hardly accept a peace which would leave them
untouched. They thus complicate the relations both of
peace and war, and we may safely say they add immensely
to the horrors of the latter. :

This subject is not without interest to Canads, as the
Imperial Goverment, in pursuance of a six years' old
agreement, has passed a guarantee bill for a Canadian

military

ring up supplies of salmon.
we do our grain crops. And not without goed cuusv.
for their care in trapping, curing and garnering the fish which
visit the remotest inland regions, in the summer months, they
would certainly die of hunger in the severe winler scason. At
this period of the year, so terrible in the more clevated parts
of the country, the thermometer falling ns low as 30 2 Fuhr,
below zero, ne other resvurce is available, During six mouths,
at least, there is a depth of suow in the more inland and
The birds migrate to warmer climues,

sy of
'l'hr. 5;\\-“:[.
ber tg St‘i‘;(:
upon, Wives, children, dogs, horses, lodges, WEPOnY g,
sking—all, ¢n route, tugether, present &omnost nuvel gy et
ordinary spuctaclie  The smaller children are packed wigy, ke
baggage on the backs of horses. These horses ure drjyey b;
squaws, themselves on horseback, sod riding astride Jiky py o,
The clder boys and girls ride with their mothers, threg
The men and stouter youths drive thy

wountainous regious.
the animals that can be hunted and csught in summer, retir
to secluded spots where it is very difficult, and often fwpos-
The very bears go into inaccessible win.

ey,
ut fz_‘;u,
on n horse. luads of
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i horses that run loose in front of the procession,

sible to trap them.
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ihat i in his i e . s inarch
ter quarters; so that the poor Indian, in his smail ladge made

[ is abso graced by 8 pack of prick-cared curs, which nre tothiy,
k]

loan of five millions of dollars to Lie expended in fortifi-
cations at Moutreal, Kingston, 5t. Johu., N. B., and per-

of hides or rushes, must meet & miscrable death, starved alike
by cold and hunger, if it were not for the salmon which be
takes and cures in the summer months” “Diicd in the sun, it

else than tamed pruiric wolves,

{0 Lodges of all shapes and sizesave sperdily erovtad o g o s

! . .. : Chiee eTiook . H .
haps a few other points deemed to be of stratagetic im- . e its hent and fleshovielding qualitivs' ]P0 of ground which overiooks the fajls, A Tzay pag
) S apts | possesses, unimpaired, its heat and fleshoyiclding qualitivs, VR L . ;
portance. If, however, Canada, by her delegates in 1864-3, Y ’= 1 te from the sea-board, chew it down a cEE which is almost vertieal, boads fram the 1), t
! ’ T = . ) iaus are remote fron e sen-la e . . ' "
had bound herself to the fultilment of this cempact, she fhe lndians that are r ' 'Ethe rocks at their base. The squaws, wh for su iy Piitiee gy,

is certainly released from her bond by the words of Mr.
Gladstone. the Prime Minister of England, who declared

. : IR TU YO r
that the Imperial guarantee was given solely because of

its having been solicited by Canads, and not in fultilment
of Imperial poliecy. We understand, therefore, that the
tendered guarantee may or may not be utilised. according
to the judgment of the Canadiun Government: and that,
in fact, the refusal 1o expend the money would be no dis.
appointment to the Imperizl authorities. It :uch be the
state of the case we are tirmly convinced that Canada
ought not to raize a dollar of the loan. UOur border line
is too immense to permit of a complete system of fortifi-
cation, and isolated works would but chain the fighting
part of the population to particular spots, {o an

extent that would render operations in the open field |

uncooked, all day loag, and thus retain their embonpaint
throughout the cold and dreary winter time,  What a provi.
dential arrangement! By means of the innunuerable water.
wavs, are wafted, free of freight, to the deors of every wigwa,
'mc.xl.mus;iblc stures of both foed and fuel,—fuel, inasmuchas
the dried salmon, retaining its oily and nutritious substanees,
supplies the caloric which is necessary to sustain life, in those

wretched abodes, where the Indian familics cower and shiver !

over their smouldering leg-fires, that are Lbut ill-calculated
even slightly to moderate the cold, biting wiater blasts, which
penetrate the fragile and sieve-like structure,

As the salmon barvest is of such importance to the Abori-
gines, it may be worth while to consider by what tmeans it is
reaped. In the Bays and barbours they usea net about forty
feet long and eight wide, with large meshes. The vpper cdge
is buoved by pieces of dry cedar wood, and the net is kept

the Vhewers of wood aned drawers of wader)” it ediateg
busy themsoIves in the work which telongs T ans g, 'r,,',,
men, meatow bhile, whoaoe wlt under one chibed, whin ba syt
the » Sabhoon Chicd)” commicto e the labours which P!

their shiare,  Seme repain the deying shods, whivh nge

Das woell as many of the Tadges, at the oot of the 2y

Pothers mahe on mend Ytge wicker baekhets, whinl

Sthirty feet in dinnmforetos, aud twoelve Lot in degnt. Uthen

in groups deg down large trees, which bave been alnogiy
Clopped clear of thedr boanvhes. These brnoelloss tronhs th v

i roll nnd twist aud temlde over the sie ks, ixing thom st Yo
S Ly menns of massive Loshders, whilst the cweds bang over 1,
The treex has.
ing been scoured in their tight places, 11 remnins woayspad
{from them the great wicker tmps |
risky and difbeeln

foaming wiatess tod unliae 20 many gRibbots,

This last wora is very

Numenins williog hands, however, s

i ssibili c an i cnse disadvantaee. As we | ti-ht by : of small pebbles, slung at distances of four . . . ’
impossible, except at an immense disadvantage. As we | tzb lb) xxtnluat;s O ¥ Th" A s tretitied ) NMang expericace aecinoplish the necossiey task.  The skt

i 13 Sy HEina b » Jower margin. 15 net 1§ stretcdied across thye o i . ° ’
understand the action of the Imperial authorities at | tvtalong thelo 5 N Poare wt length Grmdy suspendad with strong ropes made of

Quebec, the fortitications at Levis are simply intended to
protece the citadel. The immense range of the modern
engines of war in the discharge of projectiles, necessitated
this precaution, if Quebec was to be maintained as a
strong military position; and hence the Imperial fortifi-
citions at Levis do not imply any Provincial obligation.
The fact is, simply. that the heretofore impregnable posi-
tion of Quebec had become exceedingly vulneralile, from
the progress made in the invention of powerful siege
guns; and therefore its fortifications. like those of Paris,
had to be protected by other fortifications in order to
preserve their value.
with advantage, this policy inrespect of oneor two strong
positions: but to attempt to extend the systera o every
important town would be an act of madness. Fortifica-
tions present one of two phases to an enemy—an eligible
object of attack, or an object to be circumvented, at o
safe distance. But the enemy who attacks Canada from
the sea cannot circumvent Quebec: it is, therefore, con-
fessedly the right place for the most complete system of
fortification ; it guarantees free communication with the
seat of empire, and while it is held, renders the conguest
of British America impossible. But can the same be said
of Montreal or Kingston, or any other point included in
the proposed system? No! [f the enemy thinks ghe
place too swrong he may pass it by, or he may detail a
force to mask it while hiz main body scours the country
at leisure. On the other hand, knowing that within the
charmed lines all the treasures of the foe wiil be gathered,
he may sit down around the fortified city and either
storm or starve it into submission. Once beleagured, the
strongest foriress must yield in time, because its strength
is limited, whereas the besieging force, having open lines,
is practically unlimited, in tha’ it has the whole strength
of its country at its back. It has also Leen abundantly
shewn that extemporised defences generally prove the
most valuable, and hence, whatever money is to be ex-
pended for Canadian “ fortitications,” ought to be invested
in the most approved arms and munitions for field war-
fare, and the training of the people to the use of the
rifle, the pick, and the spade. The building of the North
Shore railway would be a better service for the defence
of Montreal than any practicable system of circumvalila
tion that can possibly be devised. ’

Now and then they cut off the cars of a horse thief in Ore-
gon, and then telegraph east that the crops were never better
-than they are thig season. :

Any country can atford o pursue, |

mouth of a small bay or inlet, and the Indians sit watching it
in their canovs at a short distance.  Shoals of anchiovievs and
herrings have their abodes and Jurking places in'such bays as
are alluded to.
venture beyond the confines of their rocky home. They nre
no sooner spivd and pursued by the greedy salmon, than they

seek safety in flight, aad, rushing towards their hiding place,

easily shoot throngh the cordy snare,—not su the lurdly sal-

mon, The voracious fish runs his head inta the net, Doywn
go the floats below the sufuce. Up rushes Roedskin in his Highe
crnoe, hauls up the net, clutehes bis silvery prey) fells it with

a blow of his clnb, and, lets down his net for anothber draugist,

Tismense numbers of spring and autumn fish arc caught in

this way, buefore they ascend the rivers.
T Columbia River, the first salmon that ascend from the

sea, are taken at a place called Chinook Puint, not very far |

frum the mouth of the river.
CoRst,
¢ven as San Francisco in Califurnin,  They are known as the
¢ Chinook Salmon.”

The Indians digplay wonderful ingenuily in accommordating
their modes of fishing to the nature of the fizhing grounds.
At the rapids called « The Cascades,” they erect scaffoldings
among the boulders,
but they are strongly constructed of poles jammed between
large stones, ‘and lashed with ropes of bark to ether poles,
which cross each other to form stages, Indians of soveral
tribes come from great distances to await the arrival of the
salmon, and plant their lodges in the most beantiful spots that
can be imagined along the whole Tength of the rapids,
c¢u they come unprepared, They are provided with small
round mnets, such as are used in catching shrimps.  Plivss
they fuxten to handles forty and fifty feet in length, On the
river sides of the stages, already alluded to, hollow places are
ingeniously enclosed, with low walls of boulders,  As soon as
the sulmon arrive, which is carly in June, business commences,
The Indisn fishermen, without any other garments than o
picce of cloth tied round the waist, are seen everywhere plying
their nets,  As the salmon akcend the rapids, they naturally
seck the calmer waters at the edges of the current, or linger
behind a rock, or in some convenient hollow such as the
basins, constructed with stones by the Indinns, close to their
stages.  Here the way-worn fish will rest and idle for a time;
but not without eaxtreme pertl. The cunning fisherman drops
his net in the water at the head of the pool, and allows it to
be swept down Ly the slream, thys sccuring salmon after
sulmon without danger of failure, .

"‘T'wo ludians in the couniv of an hour, often land ag many

W
NSO

As may be supposed, these small fish often

These are said to be the fttent
and most finely flavoured salmon that are found along thuv‘f
They are very large, weighing from 35 1bs. to 75 1bs.
They are celebrated in the neighbouring country, and as far

. . i
These are clumsy cnough contrivances,

The

poverflows the rechs whare the trees are fastened, and pushry

Ptwisted bark. tver yow be

King to rigs raphily, and sy

aleo intn the basket, whickh in epeedily du the midst of ghe
Pwarerfall and b o centeived as to Lo ensily necessibly from
Sthe rocks that are nol vovered by the ol Everything i
Cnow rerdy for the reception sf o finny visivers,

i O sueh ocenstons, all fends ane Inid u;'ul'v, or, s the ip-
the

e oot s, among these singuins poopha

themselves
[T

aal

diabs Legutifully vapress §g, Jrati het §5

Dhuried,” and b
series oUdiversions which 1t wonid fae quite in vamn to altrmpd
Cto desersbo—=hiofse-racing, panebling, luveanshing, danong,
skeo Hewelling is the ondoer of thie tday.

The noslicine men or cotpirers, meanwhiie, are e oo

Pously engiared. Sorne of these in every tridie, go aeabousiy

work,and plvtheir charnms and fncentativizs in ordor b jusure
it oabundant run of fish,
Certain members of the triles are nppointed feokoop witeh,
wsud ax soun ns Ahey annoaner the welcame tidings that the
The nrst fow thit
But soon they arein

salmon nre come, the onslanght hegins,
¢ arrive are often speared from the rocks,

3 such grent numbers thet oue condd not well throw a stone inte
: the water, at the base of the falls, without hitting aish. More
¢ ihan Gty may now be seen in the air, nt onee, leaping over
i the wicker baskets, which experience hws tonght the Dodise
Yo place so canningly that the adventurous fish, filing to
Twe

felenr the v salmon Jeap,” fall back nnd are trapped,
¢ naked Indinns are stationed in cach basket nll day long. This
ik accomplished by wivans of frequent relays, as there is &)
Saltneon, three or four at a time,
: They are no soener

ways a heavy fall of water.
Diadl i quick sueceskion into the baskel.
trapped thon the shilled fishermen theust their Gogers vader
the gills, strike the fish on the head with n heavy club, and
then fling them on the rocks, Mr. Lord saentjops having
seen a3 many as three hundred salmon, varying in weight
fronn twenty to seventy-five pounds, landed from one basket
betwixt sunrlise and sunset,

With su muiiy tinps in successful operation fish speudily
accumuiate on the vocks, where they are piled in heaps, Nu-
Lers of boys snd girls are employed o dragging them lack
from thuse heaps Lo the curing houses, around which the
Squaws are seated,  Thise lady fishecurers rip the palmon
open with sharp knives, twist off the hend, and skitiully re-
The next process is to hang them on
poles, whicl nre close under the roofs of sheds open al the
sides. In this pogition they are gradunlly drivd by means of
slow fires, which are kept smonldering on the floows.  Vlies
nre kept away by the smoke, which, no doubt, nids alsv it
‘preserving the fish,  he whole sulmon Iy cured in this way

move the backbune

with the uxception of the bead, backboue, row snd Diven



