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Vishinu: aud ‘Brahma were true, which they
confessed. "~ I forebore to press him with the
consequences, which he secmed to feel, and
so I told him what was my belief.  The
man grew quite mild, and said it was chula
bat, (g wood words,) and asked me seriously at
last what thouaht—~was idol worship true
or false; I feel it a matter of thankfulness
that 1 could make known the truth of God,
though but a stammerer, and that T had
declared it in the presence of a devil. - "And
this T also learned, that the power of gentle-
ness is irresistable.”
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MONTREAL, DECEMBER, 1848.

“ THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.”

The issue of the present sheet brings the
fifth'year of the existence of the Bible Chris-
tian to a ‘close. Originally established in
January, 1844, it had for its aim the explana-
tion of Unitarian Christianity. At that time,
it was found that the Unitarian Congregation
of this City, then commencing to assume a
permanent form, laboured under great disad-
vantages, owing to the mistaken opinions
which so generally prevailed in the commu-
nity concerning Unitarian principles. 'The
unfounded prejudices of multitudes shut them
out from any reasonable hope of ever hearing
our views properly expounded irom the pulpit,
and if such persons were to be reached at all,
it became evident that it must be done by
some other method than oral teaching. 'The
only other method was te be found in the use
of the press, and hence the establishment of
the Bible Christian.

Our commencement was very unpretending,
and our course has been the same. Quv pur-
pose was both local and temporary. 'We had
to act within a certain sphere, and upon minds
furnished, and educated, and prejudiced after
a certain fashion, and we have always endea-
voured, in the selection of our materials, to
keep our particular purpose as steadily as pos-
‘We had to remove prejudices
which existed against ouv distinguishing views
of tratlyy and to impare further-informution for
the benelit of persons:who were ‘disposed to
receive those views., We have great faith
in - that prineiple of tactics which steadily
directs power to one point, rather than diffu-
sing it over an extensive surface. The well
instructed cngineer selects some particular
stone in the strong wall, against which he
dirccts his force knowing that if this stone
can be shaken and dislodged, the downfall of
the superstructure will speedily follow. Now
if any of our readers have at awy tlime con-
sidercd that our range of topies was too
limited — that we have dwelt too much on
the mere peculiarities of Unitarianism — that
we should have given more prominence to the
great general questions of social and moral
reform, or shown a greater interest in some
of the more modern forms of speculation —
we can only say that such an extensjon
would not have comported with our original
design, and that it would, moreover, have
made a larger demand on our time and atten-
tion than we could conveniently afford. We
have been fully sensible of the frnperfections
of this sheet since its commencement, and
nothing should have induced us to continue
its existence, but the hope that it was doing
some good in the quarters where we intend-
ed it should act. ]

And it has dono some good. We know
that it has dissipated prejudice, and imparted
‘insfruction, and that many rcjoice that it has
-fallen into their hands. But a vaviety of cir-
cumstances, which it would be tedious and
useless to explain here, demand that some
change be now made in its management and
issue. . It is right to state that this demand
springs not in ‘any-way from a decrease of
subscribers. - Our subscription-list is now as
‘Jarge’as ‘ever it was, although our finance
‘committee have to regret that subscribers
residing out of Montreal are so remiss in
for\vardmg the trifling. amount of their sub-
Asa consequence of this negl(,ct,

‘publishing: has been thrown, for Lhe most part
on ‘a’fow persons’in this city. :
The' change which we pmpose to m'ﬂ\c,

- theny. for the ensuing” year is, ‘that instead of’

appearing. monthly "as’’ hitherto, ‘the Bible
Christian, will be- 1ssuc_d as a Quarterly T'ract

November." ‘The design of the sheet will
coniinue mainly the same :—to illustrate the
doctrines of liberal Christianity. The gospel | P
of Christ generously and correctly interpret-
ed, read in the spirit of meekuess and eandor,
and obeyed with sincerity and fidelity, we
regard as the divine instrament by which man
is to be redeemed from the ignorance, error,
and sin, in whieh he is now involved, and
raised to a state of salvation and celestial
bliss.  TFor such redemption and salvation
should we not ali lubor and pray *  And it is
without any affectation of piety that we would
now record our own desire and hope, that
God will direct and bless the continuation of
our humble efforts.

In connection with the change announced
in the foregoing article, we would request
our Subscribers to forward the amount of
their Subscriptions as soon as possible, ad-
dressed—* BinLe Cnristiax, MoxTrEAL.”

We would also take this opportunity to ex-
press our thanks to the Publishers of various
valuable weekly newspapers that have hitherto
becn exchanged with us.

A FABLE,
SOMEWEHAT ATTER THE MANNER
OF /B50P.

A company of men desired to raise a place
for common shelter in the wilderness. ITith-
erto many of them had gone without any shel-
ter at all, while others had sought it under
rocks, trees, and the like, where they were
not casy, nor comfortable. A few, more
strong, willing, and hopeful than the rest, pat
their hands to the work, and induced others
to join them. After some effort, 2 goodly
tabernacle was constructed. very pleasant to
rest in, and very eomely to look upon. But
the winds of the desert blew high, and the
floods were frequent and strong, and the
house, if not cared for, would be cast down
and carried away. So some men were ap-
pointed to care for it—some to watch the foun-
dations, others the timbers, others the roof,
and so forth. But these were so engaged
with their felling of wood, and their hontiog,
and their fishing, that they frequently forgot
their task.  So their. tabernacle grew weak,
and they perceived it not. -~ A few strove 1o
keep it strong, but they were not able. The
wind at length eame and shook it, and it fell
to pieces.

Aud now all the men were very sorry, and
many of them much ashamed. And they
came together, and many voices were heard,
and they said one to another, “if we had
known that the timbers were weak, and the
roof loose, we should have willingly put forth
our hands.” But while the men spake con-
fusedly one to another, the clear voice of
Wisdom was heard in their midst, saying,
“Wiy did ye not kmow! Behold, each
should have done his part diligently, and in
season.”

We trust that some of our readers, at least,
will apprehend the morval.

{1 The Annual Meeting of
the Members of the ¢« Montreal
Unitarian Worshiping Society,”
is convened for Tuesday Evening
the 26th instant, at 7 o’clock, in
the basement of the Church.

THE PEACE SOCIETY

The adherents of the Peace Socicty held a
meeting in Execter HMall, London, on the 31st
October. Mr. Hindley, M. P., in the chair.
Several  excelllent speeches were delivered by
Messrs. Ewart M. ¥., Bowring M. P., Elihu
Buarritt, J. W, Aluxandcr, Joscph Sturge, and
II. Clapp; Revrs. Dr. Burnett, Thomas Spen-
cer, &¢, In the course of the speeches it was
stated that it was intended to hold the next Con-
gross in Paris, in the month of August, and it
was expected that the numbers would be swelled
by a good delegation from the United States. It
was proposed to expend 2000 francs in prizes for
the best essays in defence of the peace principle.
Tt was preposed, oo, that, early in the next ses-
sion of Puarliament, the - question should be
brought - forward in the shape probably of an ad-
dress to -the Queen, praying that she would
dircet her Ministers to insert in all treaties an
arbitration clause.

. On’ the 30th ultimo the dcput'\hon appointed
at the recent Peace Congress held at Brassels in
the course of lnst.imonth, , waited upon Lord John

Russell, at the official rtsxdencc, of the Premier,

in Downing-street, for the purpose of prcsenl.mrr
to the noble lord an address which had been pre-
pared and adopted at the congress. The deputa-
tion consisted of M. Visscliers, Councillor of
Mines to the Belgian Government, and who
filled the office of president during the sittings and
deliberations of the Peace Congress ; Mr. William
Ewart, M. P., vice-president for England; Mr.
Elihu  Burritt, viee-president for the United
States ; the Rev. Henry Richards, sceretary of
the Pcace Socicty of Grreat Britain, and repre-
senting on this occasion M. Francisque Bouvet,
memnber of the National Assembly of France, and
vice-president of the Peace Society established in
that Republic; and of Mr. John Scoble, repre-
senting M, Baron Suringar, viec-president for
[iolland. On being admitted to an audience
with the noble premier, the members of the depu-
tation were severally introduced to the noble
lord by Mr. Ewart, who also communicated to
his jordship the general character of the congress
which the gentlemen present represented, and
the scope and object of the address, with the pre-
sentation of which they were charged. The
address, which was prepared in the French lan-
guage, was then read at length by M. Visschers.
It advocates the principle of universal peace
among nalions, and urges objections to recourse,
undcr any circumstances, to war. ‘The various
arguments advanced in the address were pressed
upon the noble lord by Mr. Elihu Burritt, who
stated the efforts which had been made, and
were still making, by the friends of peace in the
United States, to indoctrinate the public mind
with peace sentiments, and the policy of kindness
and friendship which prevailed in the United
States to this country. The Rev. Mr. Richards
and Mr. Scoble also spoke, and tendered apolo-
gies for the unavoidable absence of their princi-
pals, MAL Bouvet and Suringar. Lord John
Russell, who had reecived the deputation with
the greatest courtesy, and had paid profound at-
tention 1o the reading of the address, and to the
speakers by whom he had Dbeen  addressed,
adverted to the several propositions embodied in
the address, which, he said, should have his at-
tention. His lordship also cxpressed the deep
interest which he, in common with the other
members of her Majesty’s Government, had felt
in the preservation of peace, and his belief that
sach assemblages as that lately held in Brusscls
were well ealculated to produce a temper of
moderation and kindness among the various
nations of Europe. ‘The deputation then took
their departure highly gratified, not only with
their reception, but also with the tone and ch'\r—
acter of the interview. -

PROTESTANT SYNOD OF FRANCE.

This body, at its late sitting for the pur-
pose of re-organizing the French Protestant
Church, decided against the use of any au-
thoritative written Creed. This we regard
asa very important decision. The Protestant
Chnrch of France has taken its stand before
the world as a community of Christian believ-
ers, free and untrammelled by any humanly
devised authority. Itisto all intentsand pur-
poses, a body of liberal Christians. In conse-
quence of this decision, thrce Members—
Mr. ¥. Monod, a pastor, and two laymen—
withdrew from the Synod, for the purpose of
forming a new * orthodox, evangelical body.”

The following is a translation, according to the
London Patriut, of the * Declaration” prepared
by the Committee of Eight, appointed by Pro-
testant Synod sitting in Paris, They were unan-
imous. The draft was adopted by the Synod on
the 27th ult.; 73 voices being in its favour, 7

declining to vote, and not one voting against it:—

The General Assembly of Depulics of the Reformed
Chaurches of France o the Members of lhose
Churches :

% P aris, September 27, 1848.

“ Dear and well-beloved brethren in Jesus
Christ, our Lord,—Trom the beginning of their
Iabours, your Deputies have satisficd the most
sacred of all dutics, and the prime wants of their
own hearts, by prostrating themselves before the
Author of all grace, to give Him thanks for
having repaired the chain of our traditions, and
called our Church, after an interruption of more
than cighty ycars, to deliberate, through her re-
presentatives, upon her dearest interests, At the
same time, we have besought Him to bless the
work to which e have sct our hands, that it may
be productive of an abundant and lasting fruits ;
and, if it is true, as the Divine Word declares,
that ‘the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace,’
we have confidence towards God that our prayer
hath already been heard, for we have been kept
in peace. You yourselves lnid down the course
of our proceedings; and ‘we have but obeyed
your wishes.in taking our stand more especially

upon the ground of the Christian life and cc(.lcsx- :

astical organization.

- ¥ Bat, thanks be to God, wehave not contented
ourselves with the attainment ofa negntive pédce;
we hnve, happily, met each othor upon, ¢ the'only
ﬂ)uml.mon that can be’ laid;’ thau is, ¢ Jesus
Christ and him crucified,” our n‘domhlé Rcdccmcr.

as well a8 for the Church collqclively,’ the tru;

In him we have found, for every faithful member; |’

source ofllﬁ., and ul. lhc same umc, thc most per-
fect. of bonds. \anhout donymw tho glorious
past of our Churches, their eminent doctor-: their
pious martyrs, and the venerable monumonts of
their faith, wo have had no desire to diminish the
no less glorious liberty of the children of Cod
asserted hy our futherr, or to proclaim any other

authority than that of the Eternal Word, To
us, Jesus Christ is, at once, the bulwark of trus
liberty, sinco hejt is who makes free and delivers ;
and the bulwark of the faith, since heis its autho ¢
and finisher, W, therc(‘ore, unite with true
Christians of all ages who have confessed his
name; we acknowledge him, with joy and love,

as our only Master, our (\nly Saviour, our onlv
hope in heaven and on earth, where, ‘to him
every knee must bow, and every tongue confuss
that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
W desire no othcr Mediator than he, no other
rule than his Word, no other guide "than his
Spirit, no other lifo th'm that whiclt he gives us,

no other salvation than that of which he is lhc
auathor; and we bless God, with owrﬂowmw
hearts, for having ¢so loved the world as to givo
his only son, that whosoever Lelieveth in lum
might not perish, but have everlasting life.

% Vith theso sentiments it is, dear and well-
beloved brethren, that we have put our hands to
the work of ccclosn%hcﬂ re-organization which
yeu have confided to us ; and with like senti-
ments it is for you to receive it, in order that it
may be effectual and fruitful.  The times in
which we live are difficult : society totters on all
sides upon its shaken foundations; all is passing,
ull changing, all being renovated around us: but
the Word ol' God abideth firm, and Jesus Christ
is still ¢ the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever:
in himn dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
hedily, and he is ever able to save them that come
unto God by him.! Let us cleave to this Divine
Deliverer; and, embracing him by fuith and love,
be changed by hnn into his own Divine i image.
Alrcndy under lis blessed influence, we lmvc,
in the course of our labors, experienced the dis-
persion of many clouds, the disappearance of many
difficultics : may o finish among us and among
you the work so happily bcgun, il we all
come in the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the fulness of the measure of the stature of
Christ,?

* The visible Church, which it is our object to
re-conslruct and improve, is, after all, but the ex-
ternal covering of the Kingdem of God upon
carth,—that Km-ulom of whwh the Saviour hath
said, that ‘it is within us’ In our religious
soucty, there will ever be the spots and lmpct['uc-
tions -inseparable from our sinful hum'\mty ‘et
it be rcco«nucd, al least, in.the spirit. which
animates it," and in the fruits: of righteousness,
peace, and joy, which its Divine MHend causeth it
to bring forth.

“Let us unite in imploring that. our humble
lnbours, made fruitful by the blessing of Fim
who in all thinas giveth the increase, may con-
tribute to this hnppy result, and be rnnd(-rod sub-
servient to the progress ol'(ruth and charity, to
the advancement of the Gospel's reign, to the
union of the churches and their mcmlmrs, to the
santilication and salvation of every soul.

“In this hope, dear and well-beloved brethren,
we offer you, in conclusion, the cordial salutation
of the Apostle: ¢ The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen,’”-

Roxcr —'I'hc Vienna Correspondent of the
London Daily News, says: * Ronge is preaching
his new doctrines here with unabated zeal, and
with no slight success, his auditors in the Odcon
being, every time he' lectures, cight or nine thou-
sand strong: e denounces the doctrines of the
Trinity, Confwsxonq the Pope, the Calendar of
Saints, Convents; nnd Monasteries, celibacy of
the Clergy, and praying in an unknown tongue.”

BOOKS POR & &wmg
AT C. BRYSUN’S BOOK STORE, -
ST. FRANOOIS RAVIER STREET.

HE entire Works of Wi, ELLERY Crax-
NING, D. D,, in two volumes.

"The entire Works of the Rev. OrviLLg De-
wey, D. D., Pastor of the Church of the Messiah,
New-York, one volume, 8vo. pp. 887, 1+

A ComMENTARY 0N THE Four Gosvm.s. By
the Rev. A. A, Livermore. -

Tue Essentian FAITH. oF THE Umvxmsm
Cuurcn, Deduced from the Sucrcd Rccords.
By Marriet Martineau.

L4 For p& L'Egrise Umvsnsrnnn, D AERES
LES SAINTES ECRITURES. Pur Dllc. Mnrtmcuu.
Traduit de 'Anglais. .

Scriptunk PROOFS AND SCRIPTURAL ]'Lr,us-

TrRATIONS oF. UNiTarianisv:. By Jolin, '\\‘ﬂson. -
3rd Edition, revised and enlarged..
A CouecmoN o PsailMs. AND IIYMNS for
("hrlslmn 'Worthp By thc Rcv. I‘ W. 1’
Greenwood, D. D, :

W ARE ON THE I‘omm'non oF. 'rm: Cnnrs o
TIAN CxxAnAc'rnn. Lo




