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; li?:g hter of the minister of a village an hour's
: ‘h‘?reh;m my home, and but little out of my way
Doy o on xet the matter right. The lady, after
z . e\l’]“““:llim, (I told her where I was going,
Yy 0 T was) yiclded to my request, and
P ale gy connvamion, )

: " the way there was much eonversation. She

iy a““"‘\‘i‘, soft vaice, the purest, most angelic
: iloal\n.\\o I all her looks. In my whole life no

; hvh"p‘“.‘ml‘ml betuty had I ever seen with such
& Q:' kind angd trusting eyes. T learnt she wi
: }"ld A.«iolzu Her brother, two weeks before,
Yoy "‘“.’l‘?od lier to & small town where she had
. Visiting at {he Durgomaster's, her father's
iy i“:'; A misunderstanding had doubtless arisen
" W % the directions to the stage-coachman, to
iy, Was indebted for a very pleasant day.
S gy “ithall her good humor appeared to have
‘ ﬁmi innt“ral wit. She was, however, rather too
1 By, Vhen I reached her father's village, and
Yy °F to him, a stout, active old man, with
: Yogy, Stasy did she throw her arms about his
ey, almost wished myself her father. Then
Uiy, °d for the first time her natural and true
Yang; | I waa hot able to stay long, notwith-
: the worthy pastor besought me to do
! Wiy Promised, however, to renew my visit;
¢ bety, h°w°"0r. I did not very soon. I forgot it
LA N Usiness and amusement,
i g d L, about half a year after, I saw among
! Yeap o ™8 another lady,—for in ‘the thirty-first
: %0 unmarried man, ladies become of the
s N ‘Mportance, one trembles moro and more
Uber of years,—1 saw, as I remarked, a
: ‘lhee,. that might be ealled incontestably the
gy P all the beauties preseut.  The young
% ,utte"e'l like Lutterflics about her. It
! Pligq mmy Dbeart, if the cyes of the pretty Syl-
. 'ﬂmi&h‘me“m& turned toward me; and to my
_'Ge%d ne"‘_ that happened often. But at last it
h,%a'ﬂ e as if T had scen this lovely figure
4uguuﬁc°fnpnny before, perhaps in the city, at
A W _Tasked my neighbor who she was.
gy i:““ % was Adela! very different, cer-
. Yy @ her g dress from herself in her riding
; by - She wen to rest after the last dance, I,
' "dy’ ln Y of thirty-one, approached the young
; t"ven‘ the was 5o kind as to recognize her
%Qle hc“mpanion. We danced. I inquired
; Yy bag b of her father, regretted that busi-
‘ _PMVented me from visiting him,—an
N ‘:”' Perhaps, but before such an’angel
) the .0 himeelf clean. I promised myself
' "‘0 Pleasure of o visit, with a pleasant
L“"h,, vs“e assured me n visit from me would
e e great pleasure,
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The ball caused a great revolution in me. The
Presideat of the Criminal Court becamo again a
poct. I eould not cleep for the whole night long ;
I saw nothing but celestial glances, dancing sera-
phim, and Adela floating between them. I won-
dered that so lovely, so amiable, so bewitching a
maiden had not yet found a hushand, Iler Lather,
they say, is as worthy as she is beautiful : but,’
alas, he has not much wealth! Ob, the fouls!’
After a few days I went to visit the minister,—
repeated the visit from week to weck, Soon I
was conzidered as a friend of the family ; Adela
would even reproach me if I staid away beyond
the usual day, and once the tears came into her
eyes when I pretended that she would profer I
should not come so often. We quarrelled some-
times, for the sake of making up again, and once
in the course of the reconciliation I gave her a
kiss, which did not renew the quarrel. She was
silent and her checks glowed with the deepest
red. In short, I loved and was beloved. The
worthy father shrugged his shoulders, and said
“You have no treasure with her but love, virtue
and economy; but he who knows how to value
these, has more than a ton of gold.

With the first flowers of spring, I wove the
bridal wreath for my Adela. Her father him-
self blessed our union before the altar of his vil-
lago church. And now, by the side of ny no-
ble little wife, I was the happiest of the happy.

In time we saw ourselves surrounded by
blooming children,—angels of love,—who united
us more tenderly to each other. Adela became
more and more lovely every day ; a young mo-
ther is certainly more lovely than the most beau-
tiful girl. The pure soul of Adela elevated my
own ideas to a point they had never reached be-
fore. Man is never entirely happy, until he has
the courage to be virtuous. Before my mar-
ringe, I had only thought of saving and amassing
wealth ; but when some years of our wedded
life had passed, Adela's excellent management
bad made me feel that if I were to lose all I was
worth, I couldinever be unhappy while Adela
and my children were left to me.

I now found that my departed father was en-
tirely right in what he said when dissuading me
from my pursuit of Augustina, in regard to the
relative age of a busband and wife. For, when
I had reached my fortieth year,and Adela her thir-
tieth, and we had children of six and eight years
old frolicking about us, Adela was still & hand-
some woman, Who might huve made conquesta,
Augustina, on the contrary, had alrived at a mat-
ronly age.

I scldom heard from the latter. We ourselves
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