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We wisk our roaders A Merry Christmas and
A Happy New Year.

Bro, WirLtayM Munray is now laboring with the
church at Kempt, Queens Co., N. 8.

THEDritish- American Citizen, of Bustun, states.

‘* That an emineat Roman Catholic priest,
Father Rafael Zafra Mencudez, has left the Roman
Catholic Church and become a preacher of the Gos-
pel in.its purity. He was a Jesuit, a professor, a
missiopary in Africa. flois well known in Madrid
as an eloquent preacher. The story of his life and
conversion is just given to the public.”

Bro. Luayox's article, *“ A Creod that does not
Need Rovising,” is a timely one and should receive
a careful reading by all, The failure of human
creeds to produce the desired results has at last
arrested the attention of Cuuncils, Synods and
Assemblies and sot them discussing the question of
revigsion. Some one might say. Bave we not the
newly revised versivn of the scriptures? If the
Biblo be your creed is not such a revision? The
reply wonld be: Yes! to some. Such might appear
to be a parallel case to the efforts o revise the
,various creeds. Butlet usromesuber that the purpose
of the revisors of the Bibly is nut tu change the
original but to take vut of wr version such purtious
as are not wurranted by tho original. The discus-
sious and resolutions concerning hnman creeds are
to improve the originala («nd not their version) by
oxpunging what is false and inserting omitted
truths.

Scorr Acr.—Threo attompts Lave been made by
the rumsellers of Fredericton, N, B., wo repoal the
Act. On Thursday, the 28th ult., the last effort
was et with a greater defeat than either of the
others, And ain¢) then a fund of something like
£3,000 has been raised for the enforcement of the
Act.

The Rev. Jos. McLeod, D,D., editor of the Reli-
gious Intelligencey, is a finrless advoeate of the Aci
and is untelenting in his efforts to suppress the
rum traflic. He seldom over misses a chance to
give the rumsellers their just deserts,—as witressoth
the followiug from his-pen diter the battle:

We have intimate knowledgo of the C. T. Act
cloctions in this city, This was the most keeuly
contested one of the four. The feeling was intense,
Both pariies realized how much was at stake. Tho
rum men knew themsclves fuce to face with the
soverest penalties for violation of the law. They

put thomselves and all the peculiar intluences thoy
can command into the fight, determined to repeal
the Act. They were desperate. They did their
most and worst. They lied, they appealed to per-
sonal sympathy, thor sought to bribe with money
and rum, they threatened, thoy did overything thoy
couldd. They expected to win. But trath and
righteousness wore two strong for them,

Barriss.—Canon Lidden of England, aud one
of tho most eloquont and scholarly preachera of’
the Chuich uf England, proached recently a sermon
on ‘* Tire Likoness of Christ s Resurrection.” Dur-
ing his discourse ho showed that Christ died npon
the cross, and that a convert to Christianity should
truly die to sin. The Saviour was buried, and of
this the apostle traced the token in the ceremony,
AT THAT TIME UNIVERSAL, of BAPTISM BY IMMERSION.
He said:

The baptismal wators were the grave of the old
nature, while through those waters Christ bestowed
tho gift of the new nature. As Josus, crucified and
dead, was laid in the grave of Joseph of Arimathea,
so the Chiistian, crucified to the world, through
the body of Christs descends, as into the tomb,
into the baptismal waters, He was buried beneath
them; they closed for a mowent over him; he was
 planted.” St. Paul would havo said not only in
the likeness of Christ’s death but of his burial,
But the immersion 18 over; the Christian ia lifted
from the flovd, and this is evidently as correspon-
dent. to the ressurection of Christ as the descent
had been to his burial.  ‘‘ Buried with him in bap-
tism wherein yo are also risen with Him,”

Berore another issue of our paper we shall have
entered upon avother year. At the close of each
year 1t appears as if another leaf in our life had
beon turned.over and that a blank page was before
us. How much woe may be permitted to write upon
that page we hnow nvt. Wo do know, however,
that hife as a book 18 nut a large one—on an aver-
age it has but sixty-six pages. Hero and there you
find une with a hundred, but how seldom do you
find one with a hundred and sixty? HBow many
pages of our life have we turned uver! Do you know
how mwauy are in your book? No! Noonecan tell,
It may be, yea, it is certain that somo of us will
guun be luuking upun our last page. How sad if,
the others spotted, besmeared aud cliaracterized
by 1t-formed letters and crooked lines, ont last
should present no bettor appearance. Oh! let the
words of the apostle ring in our ears —** See that
ye walk circumspectly, redeeming the time,” Lot
us with the spirit and with the understanding say
to each other in the language of Charles Wesley.
“* Cowe, lot us anew our jonrney pursue, aud never
stand still till the dluster appear.” That each day
may see ¢ Some work of love bagun; sowme deed of
kindness doue, somo wanderer sought and won.”

SoMerHING like a year or two azo, Judge Drake,
at the Northorn Presbytorian General Assembly,
moved a resolution against the validity of Romish
baptism, and supported the resolutiou with what at
the time would bo called a vigorous spcech. A
writer, however, in tho Catholic Review, in an
almost merciless manner takes the Judge to task,
us the following wiil bear witness:

Up o tho thivteenth contury both tho Greok and
the Latin churchies nsed immersion in tho solemnn
administration cf baptism. In fact onr Loxd and

His npostles baptized with this rite. Christ Him-
self was baptized in this way by St. John. Why,

then, do Presbyterians baptize by aspersion, since

our Lord's pra‘*"co is against it?  Will the Judge
tell us why his sect has given up the seriptural
mode of baptism, which the Baptists lozically pre-
servo? The Catholic church, as the infallible custo-
dian of the matter and form of the sacraments,
claims the right to interpret thom and modify them
with accideunwl conditions, No such claim is made
by the Presbyterians. DMay wo not justly, thexe-
fore, tax Presbytorian baptism with beiug iuvalid?
judged by this Judge himself, since it is not ad-
ministered as St. John the Baptist, as our Lord
and His apostles, and as the whole Christian church
generally adunnistered it, up to the thirteenth
contury, that is by immersion? Is there not apostacy
here? A change in the mode of baptism was made
in the Latin church in the thirteenth contury. As
wo have already hinted, the Catholic church claims
the right to modify in accidentals the matter and
form of the sacraments.

Doks romission of sins come-boforo or after bap-
tisn; or when hae a person the assurance that God
has for Christ’s saake pardoned his or her sins? are
questions that are of daily occurrence. C. H.
Spurgeon, of London, England, in a sermon on
¢ Pricked in their Hearts,” Acte ii, 36, 37, while
dissussing the effect of Peter'a discourse on the
peoplo at Pentecost, said:

Observe that, as the result of Peter’s sermon, his
hearers folt a mortal sting: ¢* They were pricked in
their hearts.” The truth had pierced their souls.
When a maun finds out that he has done a fearful
wrong to one who loved him, he grows sick at heart
and viows his own conduct with abhorrence.

As a consequence of Peter's sormon, preached in
tho power of the Bloly Spirit, these people exhibit-
ed obedient faith. They weto roused to action and
they said, ** Men and brathrer, what shall we do?”
They believed that the same Jesus whom they cru-
cified was now Lord of all, and they hastened to
be obedient unto Him. When Peter said '¢ Re-
pent ! ¥ they did repent. Then Peter said, * Be
baptized, every ono of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for tho remission of sins.” Take the open
and decisive step; stand forth as believors in Jesus
and confess Him by that outward and visible sign
which Ho has ordained. You slew him in srror;
be buried with Him in truth, They were baptized
nto the sacred namo. And then, Pster could tell
toll thum, ** You have remission of sins; the wrong
you have done to your Lord is cancelled; the Loxd
hath put way your sin forever.”

And if you will now come to Him repenting and
believing, and will confess Him as Heo bids you
confess Him in haptism, then you have full remis-
sion, and you shall be partakers of Ris Holy Spirit.
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