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practice, and should not be resorted to
when other mieans arc nt hand.

The pharmacist should cleanse his
hands before making any attempt at dres-
sing the wound, and this mnay be hastily
done by washing theni with soi) and
water and then dipping themî in strong
alcohol. These means are usually at
hand and can be tilized quickly, and
white they arc by no mieans thorough,
they are perhaps ail that the pharmacist
can make use of at the moment, unless he
chances tu have other antiseptic stlutions
available.

INSOLATION, OR SUNSTROKE.

I shall now refer to insolation, or "sun-
stroke," as it is a subject thait often in-
terests the city pharmacists, and even oc.
casionally the phariacists of the country
village as well. If a mani is carred mto
youir store prostrated by the heat, yon
can render valuable service both to the
individual and to the physician by remov-
ing the clothing frot the shoulders and
c.est of the unfortunîate victini ; in fact,
strip him to the waist, place hmu in a
parfectly recumiient position, and have
sonie one pour cold water fromt a height
onto his neck and back, while you hastily
procure some ice fron your soda fount.un
or elsewhere. Break the ice into small
pieces, fill an ice-bag and apply it to the
man's head. You nay even add sait to
it, thus making a freezing mixture ; but it
is of the utmost importance that such an
application should not be allowed to re-
main in one position longer than a few
moments, for in such an event the scalp
would be frozen and devitalized, and
serious injury result. If you have no rmb-
ber ice-bag, you can use an empty cork
sack or a towel or such other material as
nay be at hand. The patient shoild be

kept perfectly quiet until the physician
arrives, and some stimulant nay be ad.
ministered, such as ether or anmoniuni
ca-bonate.

sYNcOPE, OR FAtNTiNG.

Another condition somewhat similar to
the previous one is syncope from fright
or injury or even possibly from joy, and the
circuinstances surrounding such er.ergen-
cies are peculiarly calculated to the cause
of the pharmacist "losing his head," so to
speak, as they usually occur under con-
ditions of great excitement.

When this accident occursthe victim in
the majority of cases is a young lady, and
she is, as a rule, promptly surrounded by
a number of anxious friends or curious
spectators or both, and the very first

imipulse is to " lift her up; " but if the
thoughtful pharmacist is present lie
will proniptly and strenuiously object to
this procceding, and .will insist on keep-
ing lier in a perfectly recumbent position,
and wilI at the samne time loosen ail
clothing about the neck, chest and waist,
and then sprinkle cold water over the
face, neck and chest. The water should
be sprinkled with considerable force, or
poured fron a height if the syncope is
coiplete, but if only partial, then these
proceedings nia> be unnecessary, and the
administration of stimnulating inhalations
may suftice.

'T'lhe most convenient inhalations are
ammonia or amyl nitrate, but these are
of little avail if the syncope is complete,
as in that case the respiratory novements
are almost absent. While these steps are
being taken the anxious friends and over-
curious onlookers should be urged to
stand back and thus give the patient air,
and in the mnajorty of cases a few mo-
ments onfly will suflfice to enable you Io
note evidences of recovery ; the physician
will arrive and the pharmacist's duty vill
have ended.

BURNS AND SCALDS.

Ini conclusion I shall refer briefly to
the treatment of butns and scalds. True,
there is but ittle for the pharmacist to
do in this direction, but occasionally lie
is called upon for assistance in such acci-
dents, and lie shouild at least be aware ot
the fact that lie can do but litle, and
thus avoid enbarrassment. However, lie
nay contribute quite considerably to the
confort of the victini by promîptly adopt-
ing neasures to exclude the air, and for
this purpose a number of reniedies have
been suggested, but the tinie-honored
carron oil vossesses the great advantage of
being nearly always at hand and is prob.
ably as efficacious as any of the newer
remedies. Still we nay add about one
per cent. of thyniol to the carron oil,
and thus add Io its antiseptic prop-
erties.

We should thoroughly satuiate a piece
of clean gauze or absorbent cotton with
this preparation and cover the affer:ted
surface, and if the burn is not quite ex-
tensive, this will sulfice to bring a great
deal of relief to the suffurer. If, how-
ever, the burn covers a large surface, it
may be necessary to give an anodyne in
addition to the foregoing treatment, and
perhaps the best one is morphine, either
hypodermically or internally. ''his wili
give relief, and since the object of the

pharnacist's efforts is to give temporary
relief, lie will have accomplisied it
and cau avait the arrivai of the phy-
sician.

I have now referred to a few of the
energencies that are most frequently
encountered, and I wishto enphasize the
fact that what I have said is intended for
the p-armacist and not the physician,
and while it covers, as I believe, fairly
well the duty of the pharraacist in the
cases cited, it would by no means cover
the duty of a physician in the sane cases.
'ie pharmacist occupies a middleground
betweein the physician and the layman,
and while lie is in no way competent to
supplant the physician, and, indeed, lias
no inclination to do so, still, the public at
large rightfully looks up to the pharmacist
as a nan of superior intellect and judg-
ment, and expects hin to be more com-
petent to act in cases of energency than
is the ordinary main.

As I said in the beginning, time will
not permit me to more than hini at the
subject of eniergencies in this paper, but
I would suggest that a more extended
study of the subject night be interesting
to the pharmacist and would widen
the sphere of his uselulness and influ-
ence.

BURNS AND SCALIIS.

By Dr. A. Riza, New York.

On the fourth of July I hîad a serious
case of burning in a boy of 12 years,
caused by the premature explosion of
soie large firecrackers. The whole face
and also the eyeballs were burned. I
used the following prescription :
It Cocaine..------. --.....-------..2is

Boroglyceride................... 3 ij
Sig.-Apply locally on absorbent cot-

ton.
For the burns of the eyeballs:

.13 Atropine.......................gr. iv
Cocaine........................gr. iv
Acid. oleic. ............. ..... gr. xl0 1. liv --. -. ---... . .... .-. - 3j

Dissolve alkaloids in the oleic acid by
use of water bath and add to the olive oil,
previously warned.

As soon as the acute and painful stage
was past I prescribed :
If Aristol..... .......... ......... 3 ij

Fi. pulvis.

Sig.--Dust the parts.-Medical Sum-
mary.

It is estinated that over $32,ooo,ooo
worth of patent medicines are sold each
year in the United States.

The number of chemists and druggists
in Great Britain, as shown by the register
at the end of 1897, was 15,215.


