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Ony Touwy Holks,
Phe Little (rl and the Rain.

«1,ittlo raludrops, falltog down

O the 2arth 80 bare and hrowi,
Tell me why you lenve youx homo
In the olonds that ook Nke foars;
Why you pattor on tho gronnd

With toat gentle, mormbring sound §
I shonuld think you'd rathor stay

In tho clond-innd far away ;

I axa suro if I waro you

That 18 what I'd liko to do.”

L ittlo gixl, we'll toll yon why

Wao loavo our cloud-home in tho sky:
Brory ralndrop, mofst and warm,
Has a mission fo performm ;

Whan we hear tho thirsty call

Of tho earth, we hasto to fall.

I it not & better way

Then among the clouds tn stay,
Yhile the easth sbonld onllin vaiy,
¢Comeo, rolrath me, gontlo rain?’
What it you for water cried,

Faiat and thirst, and wore donled ?
Dusty, tirod leaves rejolce

When thoy hear tho rain’s scit volce:
And the ssod tho farmors sow

But for us, would nover grow;
FRvary palo sud drooping flower
Feols our swoet, rofreshiug power,
While tho grassos, crooping low,
Lt their heads, and greonoex grow
Happy brooks that sing and run
Love to 806 Uy, overy one,
Dimpling o’er with morry stalles,
Luring us with winning wiles;
Littlo children laugh with gloy
Vhon we patter morrily;
Evorywhore s wolcomo awest

Do tho tiny xaindrops moet.

Bo, you goo, thore's work 1o do,

For tho rain, dear, snd for you;
WWork for others, too, and goo

How muoh happier you will bo.
Ab, there comos the blazing sun,
And onr task, to.dey, is done.”

How Sammy was Cured of Stealing
Bugar.

Sammy was a vary small boy, but he was
old enough to know ke ought not to put his
hand into tho sugar bowl so ofton, Besides,
his mother had said to him more than
0RE8,~

« Bammy, don’t you take any more sugar
without I give you leave.”

But, like many other childron, he did
not sllv;vaye mind when his mother was out
of sight.

Itgwne ono summer when ocaterpillars
wore very, very plenty. They came into
the houge, and crawled abont julo all man-
ner of thinge.

If yon wera reading a newspapor, you
might expeet when you turned it over to
ﬁng a catorpillar on the other side, or, if
you took your hat down to go for a walk,
it was safo to shako ont the oaterpillar be-
fore you put it on.

_One night at tea time the rest of the
family had all teft the table before Ssmmy
elimbed down from his high ohair, and he
happened to be left alone in theroom a few
moments,

The sugar bowl was in reach, and as

nick as thought he popped in his litle
gitty hand for & Jump of sugar; and jast
then he heard his mother coming.

Naw it happoned that a oaterpiliar had
got on to the table and into the sugar bowl
unsesn by anybody, which was not af all
strange tliat year, and as Bammy suaiohed
out & lump, the caterpillar came with it,
but in his hurry he popped both into his
mouth without stopping to look, and in
{rying to swallow the sugar quickly, both
sugar and eaterpillar stuck in his throat.

«Why, Sammy, what is the matter 2
asked his mother, as she came in.

But Sammny could on}iy cough and choke
$ill bis nose {led, and finally he vomited,
which cleared out the oaterpillar. .

Dut the bristles that were feft in his
throat made it sore for a long time, and
there was no further ironble with Sammy
and the sugar bowl—Youth's Companion.

A Word to Boys,

What do you think, young friend, of the
hundreds of thousands who are trying to
oheat themsolves and others into the belief
that aleoholio drinks are .ocod for them ?
Ave they not to be pitied and blamed?
Do you want {0 be ons of these wretched
men? If we are to have drunlzards in the
future, some of them are to como from the
boys to whom Iam writing; and I ask yon
again if you waut to be one of thom ? No?
Of course you den'’t!

TWoll, X havo a plan for you that is just as
gure to eave you from such a fate as the
pon is to xise to-morrow morning. Ii novor
failed ; it never will fail; and I think it is
worth knowing. Never touch liquor in any
form. That's the plan, and it 18 not only
worth knowing, but it is worth putting into
practice.

I know yon don't drink now, and it seems
{o you as If you never wounld. But your
fempla‘ion will come, and probably will
come in this way:

You will find yourself, some time, with a
number of companions, and they will have
» bottle of wins on the table, They will
drlnk, and offer it to you. They will ro.
goxd it as o manly practice, and very likoly,
they will lcok upon you as a milk-sop if
you don't indulge with them, Then what
will you do? Ek? What will you do?
Will you say, * Boya none of that stoff for
me! I know & trick worth half-a.dozen of
that?” or will you take the glaes, with your
own commcn gense protesting, and your
oonsoience making the whole dranght bit-
fer, and a fesling that yon have damaged
yourself, and then go off with & hot hoad
and a skulking eonl that at once begins to
make apologies for iisell and will keep
doing during all its life?—J. @. Holland.

To Qur Boys and Gharl..

Drxar CHiLDREN,—~Y0n aYe & Vory impor-
tsnt pari of the family, aud upon your
eonduot depends much of the happiness of
home, You muet not feel as if y2u had no
g:uoa to perform in the family, for you

ve,

Yoor parents furnish you, ss for as they
are able, with everything for your comfort
and pleasunre, often denying thoexselves
more than you will ever know in order {o
do it. Thusthey do cheerfully beoauss they

love yoa. Don't yau think, that In rctarn,
you ought o do 4.l in your power to mak
thom bappy? Aud did it over owgur to
you, that when yon are disrespeotinl to
them, or digobey their vommandsz, or
quarrel with each other, you are making
thora very uahappy ?

You often think, and I am &fraid some-
timos sy that thuy aro * real orcss,” when
porhapa it 18 you, who ave wilful aud deter
mined to have your own way. ‘This is all
wrong, and if you got in the habit of having
anoh thoughts abont your kind parente, you
will not only give them groat pain, but yon
will logo the love and rospeot of your
friends,

You * hate to bo restrained all © 2 time;
you wisk you could do as you please.”
Stop! Think for ono moment, what wonld
be the consequenco if you ocould alwaya
Lavo your own way. Suppose your mothor
hiad allowed you whon o baby to light
newspapors at the grato when you eried go
hard to do so, or to play with the sharp
oarving-knifs you used to reach for, oriv
eat tho bright yed, poisonous borries whioh
you found omeco in the couniry; suppose
sho had nover made you go to school when
you didn't want to, or study when you
didn't feel like it. Supposs she had never
insisted upon your washing your faco and
brushing your hair; suppose,in short, that
you had always had yoar own way. Can'i
you soo that, instoad of boing tho intolli.
gent, well-behaved ohildren yon now ave
(when you try to be), you wonld have boen
no comfort to yourselves or to anyhody
olse? I think yon will acknowledge what
o dreadfal misfortuno it would have been if
you hiad never been controllod.

How grateful then you ought fo be fo
your parenis for having compelled you,
when it was nooessary, to do right so far—
and to beliove that thoy know better what
is good for your fatuve thanyou de. Think
of this, doar children, when you grow rest.
less under restraint, and do not do your-
solves wrong, and make your dear parenis
unhappy by your wilfuluess or disobedionce,

It is nob suoh an easy matter for them to
tako caro of you as you think. Your father
has to attend very closely to his business,
in order to get tho money {o pay for your
food, olothes and education. It keepayour
mother very busy to attend fo the houss,
geo to your clothes, and to watch over you,
and they bave many sorrows and trials
whioh yot know nothing about. Do not
add to their oates, but do all that you can
to bring emiles to their faces, and this you
oau do by being good ohildren, by being
loving and respeotfal to them, and by your
obedience {o their wishes.

‘“A Little Garden.”

——

Spurgeon has no sympathy with clone
Communiou. Al a recent meeting of the
London Baptist Association, he made a
speech in whioh he hit, as only he can do,
the nolion ontertained in some Baptist
cireles that the ohiel end of their existence
is $o maintain close communion, Mo said:

#QOne of the main objects for which the
Churoh of God exists on earth, is for the
salvation of sinners.
taken the eaints home to heaven the mo-
men{ they were converted, where they
would have commitied less sin; but He
keeps them here that they may bo a bloss.
jug to others. Tha Church that does not
goe thia is missing its object. At ore time
there were some who thought the staunch
Baptisis existed for the maintainance of
ordinances. God forbid that they shonld
break the least of His commandwments ; but
it is not the main object of a Church's ex-
istedoce to stand upon ifs orthodoxy, snd
refuse communion with other Chuarches in
order to maintain orthodoxy. The Church
night withsome Eeople be thought to have
done its best when it has borno its testi-
mony, thongh perhaps this testimony is
borne piuned upon its breast while it is
asleep. Tho only objeet is not the
edifieation of some two or three
duzen saints, and all aaints of the
first water, and a8 sonnd as sound oan ever
be, but no sound going forth from them to
the ends of the earth, ?roolnlming the good
news of salvation. The notion years ago
used to bo, are not we—

“ A little garden wall’d aronud,

Chosen sud mado peeniliar gronnd?”
And when we have sung that song it was
said, have we not sung enough, and may
wonot go home aud thank God we ave
within the oonseorated enclosnre? He
hoped that to day, whilo they loved to bea
garden of the Lord, they did seek the edi.
fication of one another.”

Church Bazaars.

—

A correspondent has reqnestoed us o ro-
yint the following, which has appeared in
a contomporary:—Chuteh bazaars are be-
coming & public scandal. This system of
buying and selling must bo driven out of
the Ohurob. My epirit is stirred within
mo by seeing the shop windows in the
oonst town (on the Clyde) where I am at
prosent residing, filled with such placards
as theso i— ¢ Church Bazaar,” ¢ Splendid
Olock, valuod at £20;" tivkets 23, Gd. “Sev-
en-stop Harmonium,” * Grand Sofa Blan-
ket,” ** Handsome ¥onr-Leaved Boreen,”
o Handsome Pianoforts, value .£50 ;"
«Model of Steamer,” **Model of Ship,” &o.,
&o., &o. All to be drawn for by lotterics
in August; tiokets from 6d. to 23, 6d. To
what does all this appeal but to the baser
parta of our nature ? to the ocapidity and
gambling spirit which the wrilers of these
placards hopo to find, if not to exocile, in
those who read them? In some of the
windows the articles advertised are promin-
ently oxhibited too. As, for instance, the

olock, the harmoninm, the model sbip, the | W

steamer, eto, And thizisdone in the name
of religion, and with the tacit sanction of
tho Ohurches. To be silent longer with
regard to these Chnrah bazaars and their
accompanying Jotierios is to be culpable.
We are hearing a good deal jast now about
the % Confession cf Faith," bat here is a
matter of practios for which the Ohnzches
are Yesponsible as much as for their creed,
from w%ioh faith is oxoluded altogetlisr.
And {f tbat be vo, what remains but ain ?
The gnestion is ripe for judgment, sud
argently demands it. I ho%e the Synods
mad Amemblies may have it
em.

God might have | §

rought before | hi

Savlanty Scliool Teacher,
Forths Presbyterieny
SUNDAY BGHOOL LESSONS.
BY REV. ALEXANDER M'EAY, D.D,

LESSONIL
THE INGARNATION OF CHRIST.—Johu i1, 10-1¢

Vorse 10,~—Ho was in the world and the
world war wmade by Him, aud the world
know Him not.

Whore was Jeenx? f, 0.

'What is monnt by ke was in the world §
It refors to IIis real personal presoncs in
His stato of humiliation,

What does world hore mean? Mankind,

Who made the world? Chvist,

How did ho creato man ¢ Eoe, vil. 20~
In knowledge, rightecusnoss and holiners.
How did the world regard Hun? 1. 0.

What state of mind does this indioate ?
Matt xiil, 15,

Explain the world krew him not? Did
not acknowledgo or recognize him ay the
Mesaiab,

How may knew bo rondered? To ap-
prove, tulove, Pa. i, 6. Matt. vii, 28,

Verge 11.—Ho onme unte His own and
His own roceived him nof.

To whem did the Light come? f. o,

Who are pieant by His own?! Jowa.
Acts iil. 25, 20,

How wore the Jowa peculiarly His own ?
2 Rom, Ix. 8.

How did they treat Him? 1 e.

)Vhoforotold His rejection by moen? Isa,

liit. 8.

What did thoy say of Him as a nalion ?
Matk., xxi, 88,

Wore thera oxcoptions to this? Yes,
Many of the Jews belioved on Him.

Hovw does Ho come to ns? Inthe Gospsl
and aleo in His Providontial dealings with
us. *

Is it a heinous ein not to xecsive Him ?
Yes. Hob. iis 8.

To what aro such exposed? Ps, xi. ©.
Hob. xii. 25,

Verse 12.—-But ag many ag recoived Him
to them gave Ho power to besome the Sons
of God even to them that beliove on
His name.

TWhat io meant by received Him? Toown
and embrace him in his truo oharactor.

What did b any about recsiving him?
Matt, x. 40,

What did ho give to such? 8. c.

What is meant by power? Privilego, au.
thority or ability,

Isit a great priviloge to bo among the
Spnlssot God? Yes, Rom. viii. 17; 2 Oor.
vi, 18,

How do einners become the Sons of God 2
By regoneration and adoption.

‘What other sons hag the Father? Ohrist
and the Holy angels.

Explain belicve on Hizname? Faith in
Him as our Redeemer, reeciving him as
he is offered to us in the Gospel.

Is this phrase nsed of any other in
Seripture ? No; he ig tho only objeot of
saving faith.

Whiht ;ays the Chureh of his name?
ong . 8. \
'Vgrse 18.--Which were born nol of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of Gods

How are belisvers desoribed? They are
born of God.

‘What birth is here apoken of ¢ The new
birth or regenoration. Lat change of heart
and lide which iakes place in one that be.
comes & fxue Christ.an.

What is here said of this change? It is
desolarod fo be  * above all human coundi.
tions, desoenis or allisnces.”

What is this change elsewhere ocalled ?
9 Cor v. 17. Bph.ii. 1, 1 Pet. ii, 9., eto,

Explain noé of blood ? That we did not
beoome the Sons of God by hereditary
descent.

Qonld the Jows be the Sons of God in
virtae of their descent from Abraham ? No,

Explain not of the will of the flesh,
That we do not be _me the Sone of God by
natural birth,

Explain norof the will of man. That
wo do not become the Sons of God by new
education or moral attainments.

Who is the suthor of this change? The
Holy Spirit.

What dooirine is hers tanght? Maun's
utter inability to save himaelf, Ch. vi. 44,

Verse 14,—And tho Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us and we believed His
glory, the glory as of the only bagotten of
the Fathor, fall of grace and truth.

Bxplain the Word wasmade fiesh, Ohrist
became man.

How did he bosomo man ? By taking to
Himsell a truo body and a reasonable soul.

Was it neoessary that e should become
man? Yes. QGal iv.4,5. Hoeb. ii, 14-18.

Explain dwelt among us ! Ho tabernacled
or gojournod with ua.

How lung did Carist livecncarili? About
thirty.three yoars.

Who beheld his glory? 'The Diseiples.

Whore did they sse his glory? On the
Mouut of Traunsfiguration, in his sayings,
miracles, snfferings, resurreclion and as-
cension.

What is moaut by glory! The shining
forth of his excellencics,

How is his glory desoribed? .o,

How is he the only begotten of the
Fathor? By etornal goneration,

Of what is he fall?  Grace and trath.

Lixplain the«e torms? Graco signifies
all the riohes of Divine love, txuth refers to
their bestowal on his people.

Vorse 15.—~John bare witnessof him and
orlod, saying, this was ho of whom I apake,
Ho that cometh after me is preferred bofore
me; forho was hefore me,

Who was this Join ? The Baptist.

Of whom did be bear witness ? The

ord,
What did Jobn declare? That Ohrist was
infinitely superior to himsslf.

How did ho bare witne:s? Hoe crled, i.e.,
he earneatly and publicly testified of
Ohrist,

To what doas of whom I spakerefex? To
words spoken by John previous to the Sav-
ionr's bapiism.

What is meant by cometh afier me?
Jesus bagan his public ministry at a later
period than Join.

‘What does proferred bsfore medenole?
That Ohrist was infinitely exaited above

im.
Explain for he was before me?! The

pre exicbence of Christ. & ov. vifi, 21-30,

Verse 18 —Aud of His 1ulness have all
wea recaived, und grace tor graoe.

What te'unony 18 baro given t3 Chelst ?
Hia superfonity to all belevers.

Who are meaunt by all ws? Tiellevers.
: What do thoy xeoeive from Hia fulness ?

. 0.

Explain graes for grace? Abandant or
contmnal acoessions of grase,

Wunt kind of grace tareceived? Con-
vinoing, onlightening, pardoning, purify-
ing, asvisting nnd eatisfying grace.

‘What kind of fulnoss 18 this | Inexhaust-
iblo, not a cistern but n fountain falnoss,

What ia meant by recoiviing grace? Buing
mado actual partakers of the grace of Christ,

Verse 17.—For tho law wns gilven by
Monos, but graoo and truth came by Josus
Chriat,

‘What tostimony 14 hers given to Ohrist ?
Hi3 suporiority t6 Mosos,

Whatis meant by the law? Mot only
the moral law, but the entire OId Tostn-
ment csonowmy.

How was the Jaw given by Mores? As
tha servant of God, Le was the great legis-
lator of the Jows by whom, undor God,
thoir polity was formed.

. V&hat osme by Jesnus Christ? Graco and
rath,

How did they come by Him ? Ps.lxxxv.
10. Rom. in, 21-20,

Explain the terms ? By gracs or in Old
Tostament phraseology mercy, is moant all
the riches of Divine love, {ruth refers to
their bestowal on His poople,

Arothose torma often assooiated tognther
Yeos. 2 Sam.ii. G, (xv. 20.) Pa. uxv. 103
Ivil. 8; Ixi. 7; lxxxv. 10; lxxxvi, 15;
xovili. 8, Prov. iti. 8, 8oe Pa, lxxxzix
which is an exposition of those terms.

What resemblanco betweoen the office of
Mores and Curist?  Gual. iii. 19,

How do they differ? Hob. iii. 5, 6.

How is grace and truth suporior to tho
law? Tho law could only prodnco convic.
tion of gin and awaken desires for deliver-
anoe, Gul. iii, 24 ; whoroas grace and trath
supplies every want of the siuner. Aocts
xiii, 8, 89.

Vorse 18,—No man bath scon God at any
{ime; tho only begotten Son which is in the
g?som of tho Iather, he hath deolared

o1,

What tostimony is hero given to Ohrist ?
His superiority to all created intelligences.

Why bath no man seon God at any time?
Ex. xxxiii, 203 1 Tun. i 17; vi. 16,

Explain no man hath seen God? No
oreaturo hath geen Dioly in his essential and
inconcoivable glory.

Who bath seen Qod ? 8. o,

‘What dues this $itle denoto ? His inii.
mate rela,ionship to and perfect knowledge
of God.

Was Moses permitled to see God ? Ex,
xxxiii. 28.

Explain He was in the bosom of the
Father? A figurative expression denoting
intimaoy, friendship and unily of natures.
John xiil. 28 ; xvii, 24,

Does this prove that Ohrist had perfest
knowledge of God 2 Yos.

How did Ohrist declare or reveal God?
He has made Him known as a God of love,
rich in mercy, full of compassion, ready to
forgive the ohief of sinnors, also as & Being
who will punish all uabelieving and impeni-
font sinners,

Ohrlsts titles whioh begin with B.—Sol.
i, 18; v. 16, Prow. ii. 7; =xvii, 17, Jer.
viil, 22; xxiif, 6, Mio, ii, 18, Lm. i, 18,
| John §. 14 ; §ii. 205 vi, 85, 1 Tim. vi. 16,

1 Pet. ii. 25, Heb, i, 8; ii, 10. Rev. i.8.

ABBREVIATIONS—{, ¢., 1.0, 8. 0.2 firat,

1ast, sesond clause.

For the Presbylerian.)
A OALL FOR 8.8. TEAOHERS.

peed My Lambs—John xx, 15,

How Jesus loves tho l{ttle lambs,
Anud for thelr wants prepares !
He gontly takes them in his arms,

And {n His bosora boars.

‘Would Eis dlsoiples loarn to know
And do the{r Mastor’s wiltl

'f'o feed His lambs would many go
Who novw staud {dly still!

This noblest work He gives on earth
To those who love His name;

Go, by exporlenco loarn}its worth,
The prize eternal gain.

o will roward the faithial few
Who go at Xis command,

Andlabor in the Sunday-school—
A truo and loyal band.

Each littlo soul-—a parfoct gom,
Which in thy crown would shine,

It you would win that ene, for Him
Who saves by g.ace dlvine.

Come, guide with care thoir little feet,
Loat onos shonld go astray,

And fafl to walk the goldon streot
With Chirist In white array,

Anad whon the blisstal task is o'er,
And Christ shall call us home,
Thero wo shall oot to part no more,
And hear Him say ' well done.
-V, Aat08.

Avoidance of Temptation.

Wo aro *sat” as it woere ‘“‘upon a pin-
nacle of the Tomple,” says Farrar, by the
mero grandeur aud loftiness of our being,
by the freedom of our wills, by the immor-
tality of our souls, by the glory and bouor,
a little lower than tho angele, wherowith
@God has crowned our race. And how of-
ton, alas! and how foarfully, do men fling
themselves down fiom this glory and gran-
deur, into the abyss!

¢ Ak doeper dolo!
That 80 august o apirit, astrined so fair,
Khould, from the ataxry scssion of his peers,
Deoline to quonch so brignt a brilllance
In Boll's sick spameo ;~ah me the deoper dole.”

For, indeed, by every ein,—ahove all by
every wilful, by evory deliberats, by every
habitual sm,~—we do fling ourselves from
onr high station down into shme and deg-
radation, into guilt aud fear, into Sory
retribution and, it may be final loss, and
yct, bow many talk in thiere days asthough
to sin were 1o groat harm, as thoungh the
siny of yonih, for instance, were all venial,
and it were rather a betfer thing thaa
otherwiee for a young man to sow, ss tkey
oall it, his wild oats | But yet, though man

deceive himself and be deceived—though
the tablea of the Moral Law, cven as they

were promulgated, wero:histlerod to pleces
on the moautsin gravite—the raoral Law
ranaiog in {68 efernal mnjeety, and in the
heart and conxoiones of every living man,
louder than amid the thunder-echoing
orngs of Sinal, ©* Gfod spake theso words and
said”  Ho that every violation of God's
!aw Is to fling onrsvlven dowsn ‘rora the
Tomple piunacls in'o thn foul wad dark
ravines, —it {8 to see whether 1aan's insol.
ont roleilion ¢hall not trimaph over God's
immutable designs.

And to what do men {ras, o what alas!
do we srust when we not thus ? Is it not to
the lying whisper that God will give His
angels ohargs over ns, aud that, whatevor
wo do, we shall still bu saved 2 DBat ols, wo
cannot lenyn 100 early that rterg leseca of
S3t. Augustine’s that thorgls God hath iae
dosd promiss i fargiveness to thoeo who ro-
pont, Ho hath not promised rep ntanca to
thoeo who sin, We cannot ounvince onx-
solves too absolutely that, if we «n, God
will work po miraale for our dehveringe.
Paople tatk of time prodining » chanee in
thom, but time is no agoent, and onu I-ud no
aid. And thus more men destray t .ome
solvos by hope thau by decpair,by the upe
that is vague—~the vague, vain, idlo hr.po,—
that thoy will some day be saved, than by
the despairing oconviction that they never
can bo saved. It has often beon said that
“hell is paved with good intentions,” it
wauld be far more true to say that bell 18
paved with idle hopes.

Qentary afior century has tho tempfex
been whispering to myriads and myriads of
buman souls, **COast thyself boldly down.
Yeos, kath God said >—Foar not | Thou shals
not iurely die. Thou shalt enjoy the
sweotness of the gin, and shalt vseape—for
Geod is meroiful—the bitterness of the pun-
ishment."” Aud yes, my brothron, God is
mercifnl, but shall we make his meroy an
oxoneo for our own wiokedness, or porverd
His lovo into an engine for our own destruc.
tion? Did our first pareats, did eny of a'l
their millions of descendants i all agoes,
over find that whisper tras+? In tho lost
Paradise, in tho crushing suame, in the
horror a} God's prosenco, in tho waving
barrier of fire about ths Tres of Life, in the
son who was n murderor, in the ruin, aad
angnish, and degradation that burst in like
a flood upon their raco,~{id they find that
God thinks nothing of His word, and doos
not mean what He has said ? And ifindeea
Ho does not, what mean in history the
magsaores, and in naturo the oarthquake
and the pestilence, and in daily oxperience
tha cell of the lunatio and the grave of the
suieide 2 Do thewe look like *a reokless
infinitude of merey, and boundless oblitera.
tion of the work ofsin?” Might we not, it
has been said, seeing a river, as_well hope
that it is not a river, aud so walk into it
and be drowned, 25 seeing, in all Seriptare,
and in all natare, judgment and not mersy
written down as the penalty of impenitent
transgression, “hope that it is merey and
no} judgment, and so rnsh sgainst the
bosses of the Eternal buokler ag the wild
horse rushes into the battls 2"

Concerning Reading.

Having penned this heading, the thonght
ooceurs; how easy to be didaotio and duli ?
and how diffior' to say anything new or
inforesting on a threadbare subjeot. Vet
something wo would say, and if it is not
new, perhaps it may be {rue.

Jast here, two definitions of reading oa.
our to us—one from Lady Maxy Montague,
who says : * There is no pleasurs so oheap
as readingland no entertainment aslasting,”
The other, more recent authority, declares
that “reading is an intelieotual dissipation.”
Both of these viewa have their truth, but
we will not disouss them jast now. Oonr
gole alm 18 to impress upon tho wminds of
our very busiest readers how much tin e
thoy oan save for really instractive a 4
useful reading by a simple method,

We all know that in the course of eash
day some nnconsidered and unappropristed
moments oceur, for whiok no provision hag
boen made, For iustance, you are going
out, and you have to wait ten or fifteen
minntes for the one who is to accompany
you~or, lunch or divner js delsyed five or
ten minutes beyond the usnal hour—or you
are expeocting some ono who is delayed,
and have therefore a short space of unem-
ployed time while walting.

Now thess are your resding opportuni-
ties. Nlake ohoice of some book yon want
to read, keep it always sonvenieutly near,
tako it np at all these odd times (and at
these times only) and you will be astonish.
ed at your own progress. No one knows,
until the exporiment hag been lried, Liow
large a snm these spare minntes represent,
or how much good oan be gotten out of
them by determined use.

Fow people, fow women especially, can
gpare an honr for regular and rystematic
reading each day, unless they are exempt
from most of the ordiuary cares of wiven
and mothers. The necessitics ol housce
holds are pressing, the demands instant,
and that mother must needs be a Spartan
who could sit calmly porusing * Motley’s
Duteh Republie” while an ominons dump
in the next room assuved her that tie
baby's head had been testing the bardners
of the fisor!

Yot guohr & plan as we propoge is possib’e
oven to the baty’s mother, aud once tried,
tho eatiefaction and pleseure that is slways
gsinod from proper roading would ensore
its continuance.

By proper reading wo refer just now to
the scores of really delightiul books of hit.
tory, biography and perscnal aueodotes
produced during the last few yeavs.

Mauy of these books have all the charm
so gonerally a-cxibed to novels, and sdd to
their entortaining qualily the recommends-
tion of being trne, Then too, they are
written in the beut and puvest Eunglish, ard
go thoy insensibly eduncale and slovat:
while thoy interest and even amuce. Sli:f
another advantage, the more one gels cf
this sort of reading the less one wants (£
poor flolion, (Let ums explain just here
that we have no quarrel with gond novels,)

If there are any of our readers wio
would like to know more particnlarly f
what booke and authors we speak, « ¢ shall
be only too glad to gratify them. Any
quostions will recelve promp! reply if sent
to us addrossed as usunl.—N, Y. Christian

L Intelligencer.



