THE GOOD

of every other claimant, and satisfied, if so,’

Ho willed it, with Him alone? Qh, what
is the state of yolr love to Jesus—frigid,
selfish, inconstant; or, glowing, self-den ving
fixed? You ask how your love to Christ
may be tested and iifereased?  Test it by
obedience: “ If you love me, keep my com-
mandments.”  Increaseit by a more close,
believing de :ling with Christ’s Joveto you.
Your love to Christ will never increase by
feeding upon itself.  You must light your
torch of affection at the altar of Calvary.
You must go there, and learn and believe
what the love of Jesus is to you: the vastness
of that love,—the self-sacrifice of that love,
—how that love of Christ laboured and
wept, bled, suffered, and died for you.
Can you stand before this love—this love
so precious, so great, so enduring, so
self-consuming, so _changeless, and know
that for you was the offering, for you this
eross, for you this agony, for you this scorn
and insult, for you this death, and feel no
senéibility, no emotion, no love? Impos-
sible! Sit not down, then, in vain regrets
that yourlove to God in Churist is so frigid,
so fickle, so dubious; go and muse upon
the reglity, the greatness, the present inter-
v eession of the Saviour’s love to you, and if
love can inspire love, then methinks ‘that
while you muse, the fire will burn, and
your soul shall be all in flame with love to
God. « The Lord direct your heart into
the love of God.”

“ Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.»

Commune with your own heart as to s

‘views of, and its feelings towards, the Lord
‘Jesus. 'The great question, which decides
'so much is, « What think you of Christ?”
Jsit with you a reality that Christ died for
sinners? Do you fully credit the promise
by which God hasengaged to accept through
His sacrifice and intercession all who beliave
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in His name? Do you believe Him to
be divine, acedpt His obedience as justifying,
and His death as sacrificial?  Has it pleas-
ed God to reveal His Sonin you? Is He
precious to your heart? And do you
receive Him, ‘rustin Him, follow Him, and
hope to be with Him for ever, as all your
salvation and all your desire? You ask me
how you may come to a right conclusion
in the matter. You long, you yearn, you
pray to know whether or not you love
Christ, ave one of His disciples, and shall
certainly be with Him where He is. But
why doubt it? Is the matter so difficult?
If your mind were filled with admiration of
a being, could you question the emotion
thus awakened ? If your heart were cap-
tivated DLy an object of superior intellect
and beauty,—aud ¢hat object, towards
which the yearning and eclinging of your
affection went forth in a warm and ceaseless
flow, became supremely enthrorzed in your
sympathy and regard, would the fuct admit
of a moment’s doubt? Would you call in
question the existence, the reality, or even
the intensity of your love? Impossible!
The higher and more momentous question
of your attachment to Christ admits of a
yet easier solutiom. Do I love Je§us? Is
He the object of my supreme’ admiration
and delight? Ts He the chosen, the prefer-
red, the supreme Being of my warmest af-
fection? Is He precious tomy soul? And
am I trusting believingly, and exclusively,
and without mental réservation, as a sin-
ner utlerly undone, self-abhorred, and self-
condemned, to His atoning sacrifice? And
still you hesitate! And yet you doubt!
It is still a problem which you tremble to
Solve! You think of your sinfulness, your

unworthiness, of the taint and flaw and
unloveliness of all you are doing, of your
faint love, of your weak faith, of your
doubtful sincerity, and then you shrink
from the thought of cleiming aninterest in



