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PASTORAL ADDRESB IBY A COOMTTEE 0F THE GENERÂL
ASSEMBLY OF THE ANADA RESBYTYEIAN CnSORO.

DEAnt BRETHREN, MEMBERS 0F THE CHURCHr,-Ifl our recent meet-
ing as an Asseznbly of your representative Ministers and Eiders, the
general subject of the state of religion througliout our Ohurch engagd as
usualour serious consideration. W0Ie a large proportion of the Popee a. t s. ui
nîeetines is necessarily occupied -with wvhat inay lie calcd ecclesiastical busi-
n fs-Ïeeidiugonjudicial questions or takin- order for the extension of n .e
Churc4, and the admpt.ng f .provisions af appliances to the ascertained
necessities 'vhether of ie Hom e or Forei gn field-we fel that a l ense-
business is but a eans to the crreat end o te Church's institution and
existence-ethat God na ie oriied l e lae reception of his truth, and the
expehriece and manifest tio 'f its saving and sanctifyig influence.

We have from time to tinie appointed committees to nake inquiry, not
.ofliciously or obtrusively, yet anxiously, as to the state of personal and
family religion, and it has been endeavored, by comparing the returns made
by Presbyteries to queries submitted to them by such comumittees, to make
some approximation to a just estimate of the progress of the work of God
throughout our borders. These reports, brought up at our annual meet-
ings, have so far refreshed our spirits. and sup pied natter of thanksgiving
to Hini who alone can give the increase, wh e a Paul may plant and an


