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HA V E e not hieard t lie question wvhispered,
"What ails the seniors lately, they look so

grave and preoccupied ? - every sentence
speaks business, every look conveys a world
of -meaning, they assemblle in groups of twos
and threes and talk niysteriously in under
tones ? " Yes, my sisters in tribulation,
tluis very important subject tlîat has enî-
gcrossed the attention of ail for the past
tliree wveeks, the very tliouglit of wvhich lias
followed us like our shadowvs, hiaunted us
like the ghiost in Hamiet, is no Iess tlian
tiiose dreadful exarninations. Now tlîat
the struggle is over, the victory wvon, ive can
look hack wvithi something of composure
over the long days of suspense. Moral
science I arn afraid troubled the seniors far
more wvhen view.ed ini the lighit of tlue coming
trial thanii i thiat of conscience. The juniors
studying. History ta]lked apparently wvith the
greatest deliglut of %vars, and rumors of wars,
wvhile those iii Philosophy learnedly dis-
cussed cause and effect. Physics and Meta-
physics were at everyone's linger tips, while
a circle hienimed in those studying Geomnetry
and Trigonometry, even the Logicians so
far forgot tiieniselves as to murm*ur atidibly
"Barbara, Cdlarent Darff Fer jo," etc. Pa-
tience, however, w~as rewvarded, and most of
the students have left for the hiolidays with
the " well done " of their teachers still
ringing in their ears.

THE. following letter bas been received by
our Principal, Dr. Burns. We pliblish it,
as being of interest to both students and
frîends of the College:

OTTAWA, D)e. i îth, 1879.
Sîat,--His Excellency, the Governor General,

having decided, on the recomimendation of the
Provincial Authorities, to'present a Silver Medal,
to bc competed for by the pupils of thc Wesleyan
Feinale College, Hamilton. I arn commanded to
request you to be good enough to forward to nme
for Ris Excellency's consideration such suggestions
as to the course of study and conditions of com-
petition for this medal, as %vill, in your opinion,
best promote the cause of education at the estab-
lishrnent under your supervision.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

F. de WINTON,
ïMajor R. A., Governor General's Secretary.

The Principal W. F. College, Hamilton.

THE other day, wvhile looking over somne
old copies of exclianges, only a month or so
old, hiowever, 've came across the following
sentence:-"our llve month's abstinence
fromn slinging of editorial ink lias slightly
rusted us." We gave it a glance, and passed
on, but some mental jar, as it were, awak-
ened the dormant spirit of criticism and
recalled us to thie spot. -We again took up
the paper, and read the sentence over more
carefully, but a second reading instead of
setting theni at rest, conllrmed our doubts,
and broughit to lighit new difficulties. We had
recourse to a particular analysis. 'Abstin-
ence from slinging of ink" is evidently the
subject affirmed of the verb " rust," but,
does abstinence rust ? Again, abstinence
implies self denial, or the refraining, fromn
somiething wvhich gives pleasure; accordingly
substituting, the sentence would read thus,
"<the refraining from slinging of editorial ink
lias slightly rusted us." Then, neither the
" abstinence " or the act of 1'slinging " being
the cause, it is possible that the ink maày
hiave occasioned the corrosion,. Now, unless
the ink be aniline colored or the pen a gold


