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condition. While health is physiologîcal adaptation to
unusual condition. If the adaptability of the individual is
not'sufficient tjo mecet the existing conditions- then the indîvi-
dual must die.

The inflammation is a life manifestation of the organisni
in which: it takes place. If we admit, as -we have to admit,
that the functions of life are xvonderfuily efficient in prescr-v-
ing -the individual under normal as weli as abnurmai' condi-
tions, is it not peculiar that inflammnation slîould be the only
function which has a deleterious effect on the individual
producing it. Is it reasonable to, think that a condition so
often pi-:duced in evcry lufe as it is should be the only suicidaI
process of which we know whiie ail others arc so evidently
and efficiently directcd to the preservation of the individual?
Is it not probable that a species which shows suicidai tenden-
cies in its vital functions would soon be extinct in this con-
tinued strife for existence and survival only of tlic fittest. Do
not the remains of extinct species prove this. Is it not prob-
able that a process so universaliy found in ai higher forms
of4 life.and so. often exhibited in tlue existence of cach indi-
vidual, as is inflammation, must be in a highI degree_ for the
best interests of the individual. Is it miot probable that in-
flammation is nature's way of deaiing with bacteriai invasion.
By a process of reasoning I think we are forccd to admit this.

Now let us sec if practicai methods do not force us to
thec s.7me conclusion. If we accept medicai liteiature, and
we have nothing more reliable to, guide us 'onward, we learn
that practical experience ampiy supports the conclusions ar-

Long Iiists of cases and histories are pubiished, by. the
best men in surgery reporting cases of large joints acuteiy
septic, filled with pus- and producing ail the systemic poison-
ing that onme is accustomed to. see under such conditi3jns; cor -
pletely recover in two weeks; with perfect function of the joint.

Large, carbuncles frcquently heal in ten days.
The much-dreaded Y-shaped plegmnon of flhe tendon

sheaths of the hand lose their sinister aspect and recover
with intact tendons and perfect function in a remnarkabl'y
short time.


