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small abscess hiaving fornied and causcd the
trouble.

Iu 16 cases the istula was operated on by mecans
Df the0 KnIife, inî 43 With thie thecrino-cau tery. 0f the

16 operatoci on wvithi the knife i i hiad normal iii-
ternal orgails, 3 Ila-d sym-ptoins of pulmonary
tuberculosis, and 2 liad hereclitary tendency. 0f
the i i with hecalthvy organs So per cent. %vere coin-
1)letely cureci. i died (of tabes ?), and one Nv'as not
conipletely cured. 0f thie three l)hthisics i died of
sepsis, i was not cured, 1 iost sighit cif. 0f the 2
wvith hereditary tendency r w'as not cureci, i lost
sighit of.

0f the 3o cases w'ith. healthy organs treated with
the thieriio-cautttery j were lost sighit of, 22 were
comlltely, cured (85 per* cent.), - not completely

cLird, rdie (prsuîably of l)hti isis). 0f the
%vith hcreditary tcIRleIcy 2 were comp1letel), cured,
2 dieci of 1)htisls (whethier fistula wvas curcd or not
is flot known), and i clied, with questionable diag-
nosis. 0f thec 7 withi phthisis treateci Nvith the
thermno-cautery 2 were lost sight of, i completely
cured, 2 not cured, 2 died of phtiisis, uncured.

Greffrath concludes thius :
ir. Thle eschar made b>' thc thermo-cau terv pro-

ieots the wotinded surface better froin infecting
miaterial from the first day, and with care the patient
In1a>' go to stool on the first or second day after tie
oDperation.

2. Thle operation eau bc donc in a fev moments
without hanmorirhage of an>' importance.

3.Better granulations are obtainable fromn the
therîno-cautery tlîan after the use of the knife.

4. The esehar of the cautery makes the imîniiediate
adhiesion of the wouinded surfaces iioc)ssihle.

After the use of the therîno-cautery antisepsis
eau l)e carried out more efficiently. and Greffr-ath
recommends iodofori as an excellent antiseptic in
these cases. At tie conclusion of the operation
the whole w~ound is disinfected with a 5 per
cent. solution of cioride of zinc, and then iodo-
formi is appiecl.

Greffrath's cases ancl results lead lîmi to consideî
the question of operating on rectal fistulfie iii
phthisical patients. I-le concludes thaz

i. Thiere is a causal nexus ujetween tuberculosis
and rectal fistulâm, but tuberculosis does not contra-
.indicate operation on the fisiula.

Fistuke formn in diabetics on accounit of inflamn-
imation of thie cellular tissue, and patients suffering

fron rectal ristulm should have thecir urine exaînineci
for sugar. - De'usczc Zei/sc/nj//Jfiir Ghiiwgic, B3d.
26, I-Ift, i and 2.
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Notes on the Past and Present Mortality.ind Treat-
ient of Pneumionia.

We h1ave liefore us, in pampvhlet forîn, a paper
on the al)ove subject by H-enry H-artsliorne, M.D1.,
read before the College of Physicians of Philadlel-
phia, February ist, 1888.

'L'he paper is a lengthy, one, and comprises care-
fuI and extended compilations froi tlîe niost
reliable sources, showi ng the percentage of deaths
froni l)neumionia, wvithin a stated I)eriod, wl'hen
blood-letting Nvas in full sw-ay, and for a similar
periocl uncler the prescrnt systeni of treatmnent.
TIhese statistics gxo to show that better -esults v- ere
obtaineci by the aid rathier tlian the ;Ît'w " %working
thecories " of practice in acute inflammnatory dis-
cases.

Wc give our î-eaders Dr. 1lartshorne's own ab-
stract of the papier which appears in tic April
number of the ibredical zieizs.-

"Observation and experience, beginning mor-e
tlian fort> ),cars ago, along with such attention as
lias been wîtLhin i),> poe to current meclical liter
attire, have made me acquainted witli a pi-ocess or
tr-ansition going on iii medical practice, especially
iii regard to tie t,-eatment of acute inflanimatory
affections, of wïhpneumionia nia' be considered
as a tylpe. Between 1845 and iS 5 5, tlie accepted,
treati-ent of pnieurnona %vas w'hat wvas then called
iîoderately antiphlogistic ; including. car>' andi
niocerate abstraction of blood i patients of gooci
strengthi and not ov'er middle age, Carly purgation
withi soine active cathartic medicine, and tlien thie
use of agyents, chiiefi>' minera1 saîts, to promote and
maintain the action of tlie skin, kidncys, and
bowels; very little use of opium being made, un-
less at a late stage, and quinine being reserved for
that period as a tonic ; alcohiolie tiniulatioîi being
resorted to only iii cases of exceptional pr-ostration,
as in aged patients, or iii those of enfeebled con-
stitution, or wh'len a sev'crc and prolonged attack
broughit on decided exhaustion.

Under this treatment, in piv~ate practice, patients
with uncoinplicated prieumronia and pleuro-pncu-
monia ver), ge-wrally recov'ered; and in hospitals


