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sibility. There is no more trace of abnonna. mental action, than in
other mischievous and cowardly, but sound inumbers of society, and
these impulses to evil are common to all It is only a question of
degrec, and Ta)lor's deisition would cover all sudh rational subjects
Is it correct, then, for iedical witnesses to have a fancied standard
of insamty, and judge all cases by it ? Judge Warden, in his
" Forensis vsew sf man and ," holds it is, and lays down three
dicta on the point -" (.) An ideal standard of soundness, bodily
and mental is d.airabl (2 ) It is coneivable. (3.) Tiuigh it
cannot be presented to the mind by definition, it may be suggesIed
to the mind." That is, A. may have one ideal of nbanity, B. niay
have another, and >o on ad injfvitumj, Eachs may be antagonstic to
one another, but ail are correct according to this viev. The mental
mode of each man decides the saity of every man but himself. The
absurdit> of this position is self-evident. There is no original ideal
smodel of beauty, so there is no conin n standard to nieassure
humanity by, like the imperial btshel in the British musetm. In ail,
is a generic similanty, but a specifiL diierence, and no :.orrect judg.
ment can be formed of important phases of saity or insamty, with
out a knovledge of the fremi>histor and fæSuliarities of each
individual. Dr. Ray, in his mîtedical jurisprudence, came near the
truth when he said, " that to lay down an> defniîtion of mania
fouînded on symptoms, and to consider uvery cerson niad, wsho may
come withins the range of its appilieation, ma indice the ridiculous
consequence of making a large portion of mankind of unsound mind.
Some men's ordnary habite so clusvly rusemblk the bchaviour ef the
mtad, that a stranger wvould be easily decei cd , as in the opposite
cae, when the confiried mono-maniaL, b> carefull> abstainng from
the mention of ha hallucinatious, has the semblance of a perfectly
rational man. Henu.e, wlien th sanity of an îîdiuîdual is mn ques-
tion, instead of comiparng him with a o fancsed standard ot mental
soundness, his natural cLharacter should bu dilîgentl> sisestigated,
in order to determine vhethser the apparent indications of madness
are not merely the result of the ordinary and healthy constitution of
the faculties. In a vord, hie is to be compared with himself, and
not svith othsers." Russell, on crmnal law, says that "idle and
frantic hamour, actions occasionally unaccouintable and extraordi-
nary, mire dejection of spirts, or even such msanit> as will sustan

a commission of lunacy, wl not be sufficient to exempt a person


