Treatment of Vaginiezns. 167

‘Therc are other wses of panIn cortton, dictinct from vaginismus
which must be bume in mind, e. &, paisiul affections of any of the
patts adjavent to vr contamed 1t the L utva,Intiammation of Bartholne's
folltcles.

The operaion perfrumed by me depends, 1 beliese, wholly for
sticcess upon the aft.r treatment, by keepmg up diatation for all of
which we ate Lwebted to the practical wngenuity of Dr. Marion Sims.

Iwiato be clearly understood tiat I do mot advocate the
perfurmance of this operation e all cases of vaginedynia indiscrimin-
ately, butm cases where it 1s not due t# hystena curable by consti-
tuttonal measures, or to fisurcs and sores of the vulva, cruptions or
neuromata, vaguntis or metatis in any of its forms capable of treat-
ment locally or gencrally, ot totubercle of the meatus urinarius, but
zather to those cases dependant upon spasme of the sphincter vaginx
with an crcesanely wmtable condition of th~ nervous filaments.
Emmett divides the fibres of the sphincter,and the tense corded band
usually to be found at some part of the vaginat wall.

T do not think that vazinu:mus depends wholly upon spasm of
the sphincter vagine, but upon paw 1n the fasoe and muscles deriving
sensation from the branches of the pudic nesve and which must, of
necessity be dinided and kept from re-umting by the method of Suns’

Debout, Chamie and Muhon alt recommend the operation

as descnbed by Bums. P operated sube ly with a
tenotome,
Menville de Pouseen ds when the affection will not

yield to consututional and local mild remedies, cauterization of the
inferior portwon of the vagnat onfice.  Lasfranc reports a case cured
by bougie.  Ihave scen batladonna, atroptne and the glase dilators
succeed, but in our devotton to consenatve surgery, we must draw
the disinction  Letween that and no surgery, and remember that the
crucl'y lies i losng tanc and creating suffening from months of furile
efforts .t gradual vt surcdle dilatauon or weanng out the patience of
all concerned with quanties of medicaments consygned o the
stomach, local baths, poulti os or vint.unts.

Pregnancy would prove a sure remedy. but T think ut unlikely
that the inded roccedings of anmsthetising 2 woman and leav-
ing her to the marntal embrace, as reported by another practittoner
would prove very difficult to seduce 10 general practice.

In conclusion T weu'd sate dide sud vl Lacepuion ihe cases |
have met with were fonnd among that class of society 1n viuch the
ntetlectual faculties are two often exercised at the eapease or neglect
of the physical.
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