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be inerely clothing in niy ow'n langtiage facts with whiclh y.ou are ail
fainiliar, and in the ad'vancernent of whicà niany of you have taken
an important part. 1 further found that standing on the high
pedestal on which you. have placed me, 1 ivas, to a certain extQnt,
placcd above criticism, and* thereforc- could not fairly deal %vith
polenules.

It finally occurred to me that I iniglit find soine <ieviouis I)atli or
unbeaten traclc in thc vast field of mnedicine which 1i miglit. piursuie
wvith some measure of success. I intuitively turned my attention to
the circulation, the ramifications of ivhichi pervade the whiole liel,
and as Nvriteý's hitiierto on this sub.ject have aimiost invariahly
traoýed flie circulation froni the centre to the periphery, it occurred
to ic tlhat ive mighit get a freshi view if wve tuirned our attention in
theli i)pposite direction. There are numerous treatises on diseases of
the hieart and aorta, but until reeent years a catreful study of' the
peripheral circulation ha-- been Iarcly lefi to physiologists and
pathologyists. The experimientai woîAk of Cohnheimi ivill ever- rinain
a landniark in the pathology of the circulation, w'hile to the se!hool
of Ludwig physioiogists are no less indebted. "l'o physiology) niedi-
cine owves much, and ail great advances are beingy proseciited a long
physiclogicai lines. If there have been any apparent divorce be-
tw'een the scientifie basis and flic practical application of our art. it
is not due to any too rapid advance of physiology, but to physivian"
being too slow to fructify the fieldci which lias been tilied by physi-
ologists. 1 have previously asserted that diseases of thc 'heart m-ost
frequently arise from causes acting on the peripherv, and lience
there is liere no room for speciaisis. The iiani whlo oîily studies thie
circulation with the aid of a stethoscope is a positive danger to
society. I can, therefore, ivith an easy conscience and a sense of
mucli satisfaction, devote somne attention to that periphery.

The capillaries througlî which the interchange of nuitritive palmi-
lum and gases takes place between the blood and tissues, play a
niost important rôle iii the animal economny. Yet they have recfived
very inadequate atention fromn clinicians. Perhiaps it lias been
tholight tlîat their structure and position couid be qo briefly -de-
seribed that any circumiocution in their description was uncsay
But liowever simple their structure, and howeverapaettei
functions, they constitute a vast filter bcd for conveying nutritive
materiai and oxygen to the tissues and for remnoving- iaste produlets
tiierefroîn. A careful stuidy of how these changes takze place, and
how tlue- functions of tiiese littie tubes are carried on, lias ly.
seew.ed to me a niatter of as inuch impoetance as even the action of
the heart it-e1f. Tiiese little vessels are of extrenie tenuity ami1
délicacy, consisting of a single.layer of endothelinni, yet they aMO
mucli stronger thîa n ost people inagine, and are capable of sad
ing considerable internai pressure; thiey vary fromn about 0.5 to t
nijilinietre i length, and fromn 7 to 13 niicro-millimietVýes in dianweter.
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