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The successful treatment of this dread disease lias aroused
more entìmsiasm in the nedical world than any other discovery,
for so we nay terni it, that has been published, discussed and
endorsed since that boon to thie publie, the antitoxin of diph-
theria. To Dr. Simon Flexiier of the Rockefeller Iistitute, New
York, is due 'the gratitude of the iedical profession and general
publie for introdueing Ihe antimeningitis serui.

Last year Dr. Flexner developed an animal seruim. with wlieh
lie treated monkeys a vllieed witi this disease. It was fo, d eura-
tive. and in nio case harmnful. Furtier experimentation in human
beings ga-ve the sane gratifying results. At the ainual meeting
of the Pediatrie Society. held at Delaware Watergap. in May, the
main topie of discussion was Dr. Flexner's paper, in whieh lie
reported results obtained from over three hundred patients coin-
ing froin oue end of the States to the other. and also a large
nuinber fromn lelfast. Ireland. and Edinburgh. In an editorial
in the Arc.Urcs of Pcdiatrics. froin which we quote, Dr. Flexner
states that the mode of action of the serum is mildly antitoxie
and decidedlv haeteriolvtie. the serum having the effect of pro-
moting the development of the menmgicocei and bringing about
their disintegration. On aceount of this property of the seruni,
it must necessarily be brought into contact with the geris in a
fair degree of concentration, and. therefore. it muîst be injected
into the cerebro spinal canil after the cerebrospinai fluid lias
been withdrawn. It has little or no efiect when injected else-
-wlere.

In tChe first place the serim is harnless. It lias never been fol-
lowed bv injurious results. Seondly, it lias produced a deeided
reduction ii the mortality of the disease. The usual mortality in
this disease is about 80 p:er cent. In cases treated by the sernum
the mortaliiy is but 30 per cent.. or uder. This is a great con-
trast. for iu the New York gpidemie of 1901 there -were 2.350
eases. with a mortality of over 75 per cent. Infants under one

year al died. Iu Belfast. durig the epidemie of this year, the
general mortality of those treated outside hospitals and witlout
serui wras 80l per cent.: tiose trealed by the sernin iu the hos-
pital. under 26 per eent. In Akron. Olio. there vere nine eases
treaîted withon serumi. one recovery: twelve cases with serumi,


