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The suecessful treatment of this dread disease has avoused
more enthusiasm in the medieal world than any other discovery,
for so we may term if, that has been published. discussed and
endorsed since that boon to the publie, the antitoxin of diph-
theria. To Dr. Simon Flexner of the Rockefeller Institute, New
York, is due the gratitude of the medical profession and general
publie for introducing the antimeningitis serum.

Last year Dr. Flexner developed an animal sermm, with which
he treated monkeys afilicted with this disease. It was formd curva-
tive. and in no ease harmful.  Further experimentation in human
beings gave the same gralifying results. At the annual meeting
of the Pediatrie Society, held at Delawave TWatergap, in May, the
main topie of discussion was Dr. Flexner’s paper, in which he
reported results obtained from over three hundred patients com-
ing from one end of the States to the other, and also a large
number from Belfast. Ireland. and Edinburgh. In an editorial
in the drclives of Pediairics. from which we quote, Dr. Flexner
states that the mode of action of the serum is mildly antitoxie
and deecidedly bacteriolytie. the serum having the effect of pro-
moting the development of the meningicoeei, and bringing about
their disintegration. On aecount of this property of the serum,
it musi neeessarily be brought into contaet with the germs in a
fair degree of coneentration, and. therefore. it must be injeeted
into the cerebro spinal eanal after the cerebrospinai fluid has
been withdrawn. Tt has Ntile or no efivet when injeeted else-
where.

In the first place the serum is harmless. It has never been fol-
lowed by injurious results.  Secondly, it has produced a decided
reduetion in the mortality of the disease.  The usual mortalify in
this disease is about 80 per cent. In eases treated by the serum
the mortaliiy is but 30 per eent.. or under. This is a great con-
trast, for in the New York epidemie of 1904 theve weve 2330
cases, with a mortality of over 75 per cent. Infants under one
vear all died. In Belfast, during the epidemic of this year, the
general mortality of those treated outside hospitals and svithout
serum was 80 per cent.: those treated by the serum in the hos-
pital. under 26 per eent. In Akrou, Ohio. there were nine ecases
tr=ated without serum. one recovery: twelve cases with serum,



