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;?&a“)' sapid, and probably equally active. The author ascribes the
Crence of strength to the variable comminution of the drug, and

0 ges the importance of the Pharmacopceeia adopting some system
a "Ndication of fineness for powers used for the manufacture of this
. Other preparations. The continuance of thelprocess of digestion
the, '¢d in the B.P. was not considered essential, and it was thought
ing the quantity of the percolate might be restricted to three pints
sy 24 of one gallon. As a security against imperfect work it was
beggeﬂted that the percolate should be evaporated to a stated density
th " the addition of the spirit. It was found that the root, when
2c 10Ughly exhausted, yields about 17 per cent of dry extract, or about
Per cent. of an extract of soft pilular consistence. Either of these
lity) Extracts might be used for the preparation of a liquid extract
. € lable to vary in strength, and corresponding pretty close}y
%ly: the best that can be prepared by the official process. On dis-
th Ing the solid extract a brown insoluble matter is deposited, but
the C.€ar liquor possesses the same intensity of color and taste as
M, Original sample. The discussion which followed the reading of
lop, - FOCtor’s paper was very interesting. In most cases the opin-
lir...81ven were favourable to the author, though in regard to
dis;t'"g the quantity of the percolate to three pints there was some
the 8reement. It was also suggested that there was a possibility of
i§ . XPeriment not having been made on genuine pareira, as there
werery little of that article to be obtained at present. The samples
able taken from a parcel of powdered pareira purchased of a respect-
olq ,oTug house. It was also stated that the yield of extract trom
decidn young roots was not alike. The opinion of the meeting was
tin edly favourable to the definition of pharrqacopoexal terms rela-
tio O the fineness of powders and the embodiment of these defini-

$1n the next edition of the B P.

trih RESEARCHES oN THE AtkaLoIp ofF Ipecac.—Our valued con-
en Or “Monad ” sends us a translation of a paper by M. A.
'lgt?,rd (Annales de Chimie et de Physique,) which, from its extreme
ar, ? We are unable to publish entire, and can only offer a sum-
wa® Of the most important points. The attention of the author
Oeey Specially directed to this s:.ubject some ten years ago, when
Quig; led with researches on cinchona, and on the extraction of
be e by lime and ether. It was thought that the process might
ipe(::lxte"ded to other alkaloids, and an experiment was made on
Wey ¢ It was found that when a few grains of this substance
lime Moistened with water, mixed with an equal weight of slaked
Whic’hand then agitated with ether, a solution was obtained, from
dep » by means of any very dilute acid, and ammonia, there was

Osited o large quantity of colourless emetine. This result was



