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were excited, aiid lie wvas always
listened to, even iii that age of
eminent speakers, %vith niarked atten-
tiei and respect. The elegance of
his language, the nielody of hie, voice,
the suavity of bis nmanner, the beauty
of bis imagery, the force of bis
reasoning, the loftiness of bis senti-
ments, and the weight of bis charac-
ter, combined to produce a strong
impression in bis favour, which was
generally attested by the marked
attention yielded to hiin hy the House
of Commens, notwithstanding tbe
aversion of some of the members to
wlîat they esteemed the peculiarities
of' his Chîristian character.

It is to these peculiarities that we
must now turn, as the grouindrwvork
of' ail bis excellencies, the inspiring
principte of aIl his philanthropie
labours, wbich entitie him to tbe
affectionate regard of true Christiania
of every name, whiclî matured and
sanctified the naturally amiable quai-
ities of his heart, and wbich prompted
and sustained him in ail] is movements
and trials. Having embraeed the
TRU'rH "las it is in Jesus"-not as it
is perverted by the Pharisce, tbe
Iegalist, and the neologian, but as it
is revealed in the Seriptures in ail its
Inajesty and simplicity-he shrank
not from an open avoival of it, but
boldly (yet meekiy) maintained it
through evil report and good report,
as the ground of bis hope towvards
God, and the source of bis charity to
men. Living habitually under the
sentiments he had imbibed, and feel-
ing their eonstraining power, it soon
becanne his Ilearnest wish to address
bis countrymen on the important
subject, of religion." From Il the
abundance of bis heart," and the
copious stores of bis intellect, he wvas
enabled to gratity bis wvisb in an
,effectuai manner, and in the vear
1797, be came before th2 %vorld in
bis Christian character, as the autlior
of A Practical Viewo ofethe Prevaiîling
Religiaus S ystem of Professed Ch rist-

ins, in thte Itigher and middle Cksscs
in t/ds Countryi, contrasted wit/t Real
Chtristianity?. Among otber reasons
which be assigns as inducing hiiii
thus to act, "lHo night also allege,
as a full justification, flot oniy that
religion is the business of every one,
but that its advancement or decline
in any country is s0 uitimately con-
nected 'i'ith the temporal interests of
society, as to, render it the peculiar
concern of a politicai man ; and that
wvhat be may presurne to offer, on the
sulJect of religion, may perbaps bc
pe-rused with less jealously and morp
candour, from tbe very circumstance
of its having been written by a lay.
man." This now eiebrated %vork is
s0 weli known, and so highly estimated,
that it is unnecessary to occupy roon
in describing its valuable content&
Its publication, at a time when it was
peculiLrly necded by the indifference
and ignorance whieb prevailed in the
cburch of England generaily, and
among the higber classes in particular,
created a wvonderful sensation. Never,
perbaps, did any volume produce a
deeper or more sudden effeet. It
came upon the whoie world of' states-
in, and literati, and divines, qiîite
by surprise. t 'vas a thing quite
unprecedented, for a leading parlia.
nlentary speaker, te publisb any con-
siderable work-mucb less, a work
on religion. Every one talked of it;
everv one was attracted by its dlo-
quence ; every one admitted the
benevoleîîce, and talent, and sinceritv
of the wvriter. It ivas acknowvledged
such an important work had flot
appeared for a century. Opposition,
indeed, arose against it, as the first
admiration subsided-but this onlv
increased its interest, and ultimately
its utility. It bas been translated
into mest of the European languages,
and unnunîbered editions of it ha.ve
been printed, both in Englaîîd and
America. Dr. Wilson, the present
Bishop of Calcutta, says of it, ivheii
referring to the causes of the %vider
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