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the precise character and forin of the t[errible conflict of those
forty days and forty niglits. But by comparing Seripture with
Scripture, and having a due regard to the different: accoukits of
the three evangelists, xve may, perhaps, form a reasonable con-
jecture of the genzeral character of the protracted confliet, wvhile
wve are careful flot to dogmatize or to invent details.

We may, in the first place, take it for granted that wvhile
J esus wvas powerfully or irresistibly led into the wilderness to be
lenipted of the devil, this could not have been the end He /:ad in
vieu) in goiiig into the wilderness. 1-e could not have been led
into the wilderness by the feit desirc or consciouslyformcd Purpose of
being /ei;nptcd. Such a purpose wvou1d have been wvroxg in Hîrn,
as it w~ould be in us. Hle must have had antothter and very different
end in view, while the Spirit wvas so leadirig Him, that His wilder-
ness experience wvould be such as He 'vas fully prepared for, but
flot such as He sought in retiring for a season.

In the second place, we think it inay be as readily taken for
granted that the end which Jesus actitally ltad iin view, in retiring
into the widerness, wvas mieditation and Prayer, in the Prospect of the
actutal coiii>z.eczcn;t of I-is public work. But as it so often hap-
pens wvith the Christian believer, that when he retires in the hope
of spending a pleasant and profitable season in meditation and
prayer his whole exercise proves a xnost trying spiritual conflict ;
s0 Jesus, retiring into the wilderness to hold communion with
His God and Father in meditation and prayer, found His great
enemy let loose iupon Hinm, and passed the wvhoIe tirne iii doing
battle wvith hlm.

It is said iti M4-ark, that Me " wvas with. the w~iId beasts." Can
this meaii anythirig but that Satan attemptcd to terrify Himn?
And what can be more reasoiiable thian to suppose that Satan
should first of ail assail Hlm, in the way of attemptin g to intimi-
date Hirn hopirig to deter Hlm fromi Mis worl' by presentîng it
lu its darkest and most discouraging aspects ? Every thought-
fui Christiati will admit that the position and circumstances and
the prospects of Jesus wvere nowv as great a contrast to, those of
our first parents as could weIl be conceived. Placed in a pleas-
ant paradise, the sweetest spot on earth, which, yet uncursed,
was all a paradise ; and having no prospect before themn but that
of happiness, neyer to differ from the present, save lu its increase
and security, there was nothing on whichi to groutid an appeal to


