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A wonderful work has been going on
among the Japanese prisoners.

« Convicts whose scntences range
from twelve years to life service have
been sent for some fourteen years past
<0 the wilds of Hokkaido (Yezo) to pre-

are the way for settlers. There are
our great prisons, and a fifth is soon to
beopened. A few yearsago these pris-
ons were entircly independent of each
other, and the Government was lax.
Two yeard ago they were all put under
one superintendent—a man feared and
fiked by the prisoners, and thoroughly
respected by everybody. His insight
convinced him that the principles of
Christianity are whatareneeded for the
instruction of prisoners. When he be-
came general superintendent he intro-
duced a Christian teacher into each
prison. Thereare many inquirers about
Christianity in each prison. The pris-
oners areogligod to assemble every Sab-

FIELD OF MONTHLY SURVEY. 695

bath for a moral address, after which a
Sunday-scheol is held, attendance at
which is optional. In one prison, in
which Christizn instruction was begun
1atest, where there are 1506 prisoners, 510
arestudying the Bible and 148 pray daiRr
aud follow 4 course of daily Bible read-
ing. While there is no chance during
prison life for a public confession of
Christ, the radical change wrought in
the character of some of the menissuch
as greatly to impress those who have
witnessed it.  Many of the prisonersare
an example to believers. So few of the
prisoners have yet been released, that
public attention has not been attracted
to them yet'” (Missionary Herald).

The Greek Church has a membership
of 21,289, and the Roman Catholics
claim 46,662 adherents. The following
are the statistics compiled by Rev. H.
Loomis for 1894 ;
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