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inaccessible as the Nortlh Polo ; and ab(out as sclf-centred and exclusive as
the gods of E"pieuîis. Besides being the nictropolis of Buddhismn in the
forni of Lamaism, it is a position of peculiar lstratcgie importance, the
fate of wvhichi imîst tell on tlie foi tunes of the Buddhist systeni tlirougrhont
ail China beyond the Wall. Taking ail this intu account, miany think
to-day of Thibet a., of a land înarked oil froi the rest of creation, lifted
by geographical position and Malatinic prsieto a bicher p)lane, looking
down fromn ber prouid emincnce, as froin a lionie iii the skies, on the
dwellers that grovel on the earth beneath.

It is with no sniall shock that one finds these rose tints vanishi before
thec sober prose of authenticated travel. Distance lends cnclîantment to
the vicw, and the fairy bubble bursts at the tirst puncture of realistie
description. Intellectuallv Th«Iibet, instead of being another OI'yiipus., is
pretty înuch fallowv ground. Childishiness ries, combined. witl animal
iinpulsiveness and the pLay of emiotions that lie on the niercst surface of
beingr. "The Tlietanis," says Bonvalot, "shift froin flhc nost abject
submission to the inost andacions insolence ;one nmoment with tlîeir fore-
hicads on the ground, the next thev are standing crect swvord in baud. It
would seern as thouch féar were at the bottoîn of all thecir emotions. Oiie
alarin sets thcm in one direction, thien anotiier cause of fear sets thein off
in another, and so their feeble Nvill vacillates , shiftincg like a needie between
two poles. They prefer, before evcrytlîing cisc, relaxation and sileep
and wliether lu order te bc loft quiet, or because they ire put ont iy those
who disturb theni, thcv have outbursts of passion, like the man whlo killed
the -%volf by day becauise it frighltened hini by ngî.

The Thibetans arc muchi more wvhat tlîey ïare in virtue of climatie tlian
religions conditions. Lanmaismi is a tinlzlingr cymbal, a corpsc of cere-
rnony, a tlîoughitless, void. Its abri, as set forth in the begrinning, is to
cnmpty conscionsness of contents<, to resolve personality into abstraction.
ience there is ne foothold for thoughit iu the systemn, and the round of
religions activity lias no more significance as regards progrcess than the
inarking oÎ timie 1>v soidiers -who havec been gat.lered for revicev. But if
the religion of the land does nothing te st.ir flhc stagnant pooi of the
national intellect, climatic conditions are prononccd enougli te yield both
plîysical and intellectual, iînprint, aid to constitute a trainingt sclîool of
their own, often rigerous and uncereinonious to the ]ast degree. In this
sehool, as u Our own land under the inflexible dominies of a past age, the
sciiolar is oftcîî marred iu the nmaking. O ver-rigror lias stuntcd the type,
and the law of adaptation aLsrtedl lier autlîority at the cost of losing nmucli
to gain a littie. Thîis applies especially ta the colder, loftier, and more
inproductive region s ; for " ii proportion as the land is more g mnerous,
the inliabitants take more care of tlîenuselvcs and have stronger iranîcs"
(Bonvalot's " Across Tliibet," vol. ii., p. 114). The race soinewhat
varies iii type, but probably cliniatie conditions have to de with the grenier
part of the variations. Thirougliout by far the larger portion of Tliibuý
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