
HOPEFUT SIONS IN OMINA.[Jy

Early ini the summer I had long conferences with two intelligent young
men who have been the reai leaders in the cause of reform. They first
urged me to at once start the seheme which 1 had in mnd ; but as 1 de-
laycd, they dcided to go ahecad themseives. They have seen the growing
danger of the country, and have determined on new measures. Tlieir pros-
cnt effort is in the line of cnlightenment. They want to spread abroad
knowledge, science, education, literature. Their'reform. is, thorefore, intil-
lectuai in its kind. More is no doubt necded, but the crities of China, wvho
have declared that sho wili make no change, should be the first to praise
this change, however incomplete. An association for general enligliten-
ment, or a reform club, bas been aotually started in conservative Peking,
and Viceroy Chang Chih-tung, of Nanldng, has contributed, to it 10,000
tacis, or some $8000.

I may say that these young mon are by no means hostile to moral or
religions reforins. Tijeir main advisers among foreigners thus far have
been two missionaries, Rev. Tirncthy Richard and myseif. I have, fur-
thermore, been invited to act as thieir ioreign secretary or assistant ; have
been invited to stop at their headquiarters, and have received their endorse.
ment of a mission among the higher classes tco be connected witk their
seheme, if in the future it should be doemed feasible.

The higliest officiais are now discussing more than ever measures for
reform. They realizo that; if China does not reform. now she will, ere-
long., cease to ho.

In conclusion, I would givo a caîl, not for ininisters, but for Christians.
In all Ibo new sphercs of usefulness what we ivant is tho prosence and
blcssing of educatcd mon, moral, dlean, upright, and Christian. Not
merely the preaching part of Christianity is needod, but tbe varied bondli-
cent living of Christianity. I wouid bo glad to, hear from young mon who
are wiiling to, aid China and the cause in any of these linos of beneficent
intelligent service.

The crisis is bore ; may the good Lord send is own mossenger, to
meet the need and help save the land !

Mon niscd to object to scnding missionaries to the interior of China
bocauso they said tho doors wcre not yct open. Thoy seern to, tbink that
the servants of the Prince of Poaco mnust go to war with the Chinose, and
blow the people to picces-porhaps force more opium upon them ; andl
thon, when the dcvii bias donc the devil's work, it will bo safe for mis-
sionaries to go in thore. If the Apostios L)f old had wvaited until tiiere
ivas a trcaty betwcen the Pharisoos and Sadducccs, ou the oue band, and
tho Roman Empire on the othor, te, allow the poaceful propagation of the
Gospel, tlie -%vorld would xiot bave beau cvangelizod to-day to the oxtont it
is. We neod not expeot to find a door open until, like Peter, we corne up
to the great gate ; and thon God can cause it to open of itself-as, in
point of fact, the door of Inland China did.-. Hudson Taylor.
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