THE COLONIST

The Colonist,

‘A .MONTIILY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO
THE INTERESTS OF MANITOBA
AND THE TERRITORIES.

Sixth Year of Publication.

SosscrirTioN PRICE, 81 A YEAR (4 SunLises)
ADVERTISING RATES ON APFLILATION,

Address : Ponnisuers “THE COLONISTL,”
\WisNires, Max,, - CANADA,

JWINNIPEG, MARCH, 1892,

THE INDIANS OF WESTERN
CANADA.

From an article on “OQur Indian
Schools ” which appeared in the cditorial
columns of the Calgary Herald, we learn
something of the work now being done by
the Dominion Government, among the
Indians of Manitoba and the Northwest.
Here a great change in the character and
customs of a whole race of people is being
wrought silently and steadily—so silently
and steadily in fact that very very few of
the white residents of the country who
are not in immediate contact with them
realize it.

As the Herald says it is with the
children of the Indians that the greatest
improvement is taking place.” The older
ones are not so susceptible to crvilizing in-
fluences and ouly with difliculty are pur-
suaded to adopt any of the customsoi the
white man. They have yielded in some
points, however, and are gradually becom-
ing more tractable and ebandoning their
warlike habits,

But those who have been most con-
cerned for the present and future well-
fare of the Indians long since arrived to
the conclusion that only through the chil-
dren could avy change be brought about,
in their manner of living which would at
all place them on a level with the white
population. The outcome of this belief is
the Industrial Schools of the present
day.

The list of these schools as given by
the Zlerald, shows that there is one at
High River, in the Calgary district, con-
taining 72 children ; ore at Regina con-
taining 62 children; one at Qu’Appelle
containing 194 children ; one at Battle-
ford with 114 children; one at  St. Boni-
face, in Manitoba, with 72 children; one
at St. Paul’s, Manitoba, with 80 children;
and a number of boarding schools sitva
ted at different points containing from 10
to 30 children according to the locality.

These latter are not as fully equipped nor
as able to give a thorough grounding in
all branches of industry as the Industrial
Schools but they are still a very impor-
tant part of this cducational system. All
the schools, both great and small, are con-
ducted under the auspices of some
one of the churches, Catholic,
Lpiscopalian, Presbyterian  or Metho-
dist.

Pupils of both sexes aro taught the
ordinary public school subjects, supple-
mented in the case of the boys by in-
struction in the various trades or n any
single trade which they may choose, and
in the case of the girls, by practice in the
performance of household duties. The
higher branches of study are by no means
neglected, as is evidenced by the know-
ledge of music possessed by some of the
children. Several of the larger schools
have brass bands, composed of the pupils,
and others not able to supply thesc in-
struments, have cheaper ways of cultiva-
ting the musical taste of the scholars,

When establishing these schools the
Government very wisely decided to place
them at some distance from the reserves
in order that parents of children would
not have too casy access to them. This
was done not from a selfish desire to
separate them, but to prevent the evils
which they saw would avise from too
much intercourse.

No difficulty is now found in persuading
the parents to allow their children to at-
tend the school, in fact, the majori‘y of
them are anxious to have their children
admitted.

The boys and givls after they have left
the schools are not by any means lost
sight of, but are helped %o position which
their training in the school has fitted
them for and carefully watched and look-
after.

All this scems to indicate a gradual-
ly dawning civilization for which every
true Canadian will be thankful.

TUE IMMIGRATION OUTLOOKNK.

The attention of all Canada is at pres-
ent fixed on the question of the settlement
of the West.  Politicians, tradesmen and
farmers alike realize that no other thing
is so vital to the general interests of
Canada, and that now is the time when
systematic work with a view to the
accomplishment of this object will be
most productive of good. The year 1891
marked the beginning of & new era in the
history of the Dominion, and if we are to

see that era n prosperous one, energetic
immigration work will have to be done,

Considerable has been said of hoth a
favorable and unfavorable nature in
regard to the past immigration policy
of the Dominion Government. For one
thing thoy do deserve credit; what has
been done has been done thoroughly.
Its agents are all good live men, fully
awake to the importance of the work they
are engaged in, and letting no opportunity
to secure good settlers pass.

The Canadian Pacific, with its unrival-
led facilities for reaching the desirable
classes, is doing excellent service on both
sides of the Atlantic Their oflices in
London, England, are filled with samples
of the products of Manitobn and the
Tevritories, tastily arranged and accu-
rately labeled, crowds daily pass through,
some drawn by curiosity, others by
genuine interest, and inspect these. The
company keep a large van, laden with
specimens of the Canadian products, con-
stantly travelling through the rural dis-
tricts, exhibiting wherever spectators can
befound. Itis their intention to have this
van visit every county in England. In
addition to such actual work, they are
distributing large numbers of pamphlets,
maps and other literature, wherever there
is a likelihood of good being accomplished
by them. In the eastern and maritime
provinces of Canada, their agents are also
actively at work spreading information
about the west.

Besides these two great leading workers
in the immigration field, there are a num-
ber of land-owning corporations and indi-
viduals engagedinadvertising the country,
some with a view to the disposal of their
own holdings at a profit, and others from
various motives, but all having the
ultimate ohject of increasing our popula-
tion.

In settling particular provinces or dis-

tricts the Governmmnent of Manitoba is
without doubt doing the most work. Its

Department of Immigration, of which Mr,
Greenway is head, has been putting forth
cvery effort to secure for the province a
liberal share of this year’s immigration.
The agencies in Ontario have Dbeen
visited by Mr. _Greenway, a plun of
campaign decided upon, and & number of
lectures delivered by him in various parts
of that Jprovince. The offices in Liver-
pool, England, under Mr. McMillan, are
daily tho scene of great activity. An
efticient staff is at work there, some
devoting all their time to answering letters



