
185.~T/he Viliversalist's Daugeter. 1

if you will study it prayerfully, and exercise vour own good sense. You bave to
give an <iccouitl of your.%lf unfo God, and it inatters lit tde to you wvhat other people
believe."

"Why a-te y -u iinwillingy," says she, 'lto bave me rpadl your Confession ofFaith ?
I arn not .unwvlling, ?dladlar,-ior at all if* you ivishi to read if, 1 wvill hi ig it f0

you, with plensure, at any time you desire it. But 1 arn onl expressing rny opini-
on, ttiat it wvill do you no good at present. I think the Bible is fir better l'or you (o
read just nov. A£t: arnother time, the Confession of Faith ina>' be of service t0 % ou,
but not nowv."

I 1vas not bi oughit up in the Presbyterian chiurcb, sir. My father is a Universa-
Iist, andI my mind is nof scuiled about the doctrines of'reliaion."

Are vou a Universalist too ?"c

"No sir, 1 don't think I arn; but I don't know î7talto believe," said slic Most
mournfully.

Dlo you believe the Bible is God's word ?
Oh), ycs, 1 believe thiat."
Well, the Cenfession of Eaitb is not God's word (thoui2h in my opinion if sub-

stantially agrees wvith it) ; and I advise you f0 take the Bible and la>' its truth up-
on you- own heart, ivitl ail candor and witli sincere prayer. If'yotn get mbt thc
Confession of Faith, 1 arn afraid s'ou wvill flot understand if so well as you can un-
derstand the Mible; and I arn afraid your unilerstandingt alone wvill be ernployed,
and not vour heart ; or at least., that you svili bave more of the spirit of speculationt
than of hieart religion, and will leave your sins, your Saviour, and salvation, too
much out of sight."

Oh, sir, I <lon't mean f0 do that."
"1 think, Madam, that you know jerfeetly well, flhat the Bible dernands of you

a repentance, and( a faith, a*] a love of Gol, whicli you do not exercise ; and your
flrst business should be, not f0 examine the Confession of Fait hi about a great rnany
other doctrines, but to -et your iteart riglit,-and what thàt means, tbe Bible teacli-
es you, and you painfully feel ifs truthi."

But, sir, 1oughîi to know wbat a church heiieves, before I unite with it."
Most cerfainly you oughit. But you are not prepared aft prescrit f0 unife with

any church. You do not tink yourself t0 be a true Christian at heart-a true
penifent-a truc believer-a sinner borri agnin, and at peare with God througbl
Jesus Christ. Corne to these thingsfi-sl. Get a heart religion ; and afrer fhat youi
Nvill be better prepared f0 examine the Confession of F aith. But don't allow your
miid f bc led away into a 'vilderness of doctrines, f0 the neglect of vour pi'esent,

plain dut>'. «You are an unhappy wornan, a sinner withouf pardon. You have no
peace of mi. .And first of* all, yes now on the spot, you oughit f0 £!IVe up your
hearf f0 Cbrist, penitent for sin -and trustin! f0 the di% mne Mercy. Hlere lius our
present <lufy. Don't )-ou think so vourself ?"

"Yes. sir, ind'.-ei Ido," said she, sadly; 41 1 cis7i 1 Ocas a .Ohî'istiaiz."
1 will send s'ou flhe Confession of Faith if you desire it, but in rny -"P

No, don't send it," said she, infcrrupting me, Il 1 will not read it yet."
"You sait] youir father svas a Universalis, but )-ou did flQf think 'You vourself

were one. I have no0 desire to say anytbing f0 yon about tlîat doctrine. It ks un-
necessarv. If You will read the Bible with candor and common semise, and with
humble prai'er for the direction of your hcavcnly Father, you certainlv cati know
as well as any one, what the Bible teaches about that. 1 leave that io yonr own
judgment. If you flnd any difficulti' on that or ans' other subjecf, 1 shlîal bc hap-
py to tell von hiercattcrjust svhat I think. But 1 arn sure you 'cannot mistakec the
meaning of God's word %bout the everlastingy punishment o'f snners."

"Do corne f sec mie ag-ain," said she, with a sad earncsfness. -1I am n ot satis-
lied to rest where I arn. 1 %vill try to follow vour advice."

After a short prayer, 1 left ber. In subsequent conversation wilh ber, 1 discover-
ed nolhing to iake ber ieculiarit>' or hindrance to repenance any more intelligi-
ble. 1 did not suppose that the religious opinions of ber f4 îlîcr wvere exertmng any
influence iupon bier mmnd, for if seetned to me, and f0 berself, f00, fliat she lhad en-
tirely abandoned tbern.

Jnist af this tirne, lier father paid lier a visit, and remained with lier for more than
a week. Hie probably noticcd that she was unhappy, and probably knew the cause;
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