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systematic training iu d,'ebate a part of the regular curriculum. This
is -the outcome of an admirable systeni of Intercollegat Deb t
that has prevailed for many years aiixong the Amnerican colleges. ,lu
xnost cases a league is formed by two or miore .colleges and a constitu-
tion is drawn 'up, and rules-laid down whereby ailldebates are gov-
erned. Different leagues 'have different regulations as regards the
nuniber of speakers froni each college, tinie allotted, opportunity ,for
vebuttal, and s.-lection of subject. 'Respecting the last nientioned
probleni the rule is by no means uniforiu. Soinetinies thxe challetig-
ing college submits to its rival a list of questions froi wvhich the
latter selects one and chooses the side on which it prefers to stand;
sonxetinxes both these niatters are decided by lot; %vhile in otlier cases
the associo.ted alumnni of the interested colleges arrange aIl the pre-
liiuinarir.s. The judges are always nmen of note and of recoguized
ability Great care is e:!ercised in selecting the best speakers to
represent the colleges and wi,.dety differing inethods are eiployed.
As a general rule, howvever, fixe opinion of thet F-aculty is obtained.
No mani is ever accorcled a place on the teain until be lbas thorougliy
denionstrated bis ability as a clear and concise speaker; and then a
long period of training is required duriug whicli tume the prospective
debaters are on probatiohm and are hiable te be replaced by any 'wlo
May do superior work.

Iu an Intercollegiate flebate eachi speaker as a rule is given
only about ten minutes in whidh. to addnce hie argumients.
and so it becones necessary that every moment of the tine be cmu-
ployed to good advantage. Mere verbosity counts for nothing ; an
attexnpt on the part of any mnember of the teain to impress Lis aud-
ience with. the magnitude of ]lis or.atorical abilities, while the weiglht-
ier inatters of argumnent and reason are neglected, muust surely end ini
disaster. Nor must a speaker permit himself to be side-tracked by a
-vaiuglorious desire to deiolish the speech of an opponent. Uet hiui
first establish lis owu case, and theil, if there is any tinie left, it inay
be advantageously euxployed in rebuttal. A good debater mnust have
the faculty of ainassing inaterial pertinent to the subject and of sel-
ecting ouly that whicx is of prime importance. He uxust arrange blis
arguments in logical order aud inake lis points stand out clearly.
To succeed in rebuttal, li nust study thec question thoroughly nd
viexv it from every standprint in order that hie nMay be acquaintedl
Nvitx and prepared to mneet the arguments of an opponent.

\Vhile it is xauinecessary to clefend. debating in gencral , it max-
mot be out of place to enter a plea for Intercollegiate Dtbating. tIn
thxe first pince great benefit accrues to those who participate in such a
contest. Men xvho have attained eminence in their own society «-re
sent to nicet representatives froin. inotlitr, and iu this 'way eriel bas
an opportunity to discover bis own powers and limitations. The
mauner lu wvhich one side condncts its case will suggest to the otbcr
nxany defccts in thxeirs. Again, intellectur1 skill is accorded anl equal
place mith physical prowcss. Shonld there bc au impression abroad


