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affliction, and had breathed lato it the very soul of sorrow. The
wild and bauti‘ul scenery amid which he dwelt, and which he
Toved and knew so wll, had al:o yglven its hues to the langunse
and the thoughts of his muse: hicrizh and now cultivated taste
impartad elesansze and harmony to his numbers; the poem was at
once original, chaste, and imacinative; it gained him the esteem of
the highest literar y cireles in Edinburgh, and he beeams a cherished
guxt in the hou e<of moany distduguished men for whom he had
naver hop'd to indulge any fedings save those of distant and
va-pretful admivation, e vinorged into & new world, too beautiful
and dazzling for him at first to see his way cleavly throush its
muz:.  His undoubted genins command d the respect of the men
~his manly feeling, and the ing nious cloquince of his address,
presently made bhim a ditingui-hed favoucite with the female
portion of his arquaiutance.  The tone of his thoughts and feelings
underwent a parfect vevolution,  Onee Introduced into the society
of the polit» and the Larned, the bushfulness and awkwardness of
the shapherd-lac seemed to fall off from him, withent effurt of his
own, It naturally, like the crastaceous envelop: in the metamor-
phosis of insects.  He felt asif he were @ denizen of the clime in
which he now luxurinted, and as if, till now, he had heen living
in a foreign Jand. e discovered, to his amazsment, that those
great men, whose very names he had been wont to utter with
reverence, and bofore whase glance his eye had been accustowned
to full aba-hed, were the most easy, familiar, aud communicative
companions po sible—that searcely one of them was so severe in
their morality as his old father—that they listened to his opinions
with attention, and r-plied to them with vespect.

At the poriod to which we refer, the Jiterary society of Edinburgh
was by o means distingui-hed for its abstemivusness, A ¢ good”
falow and a cover onwey were almost synonimous terms,  Sir
Walter Scott, in his novel of ¢ Guy Meaunneriag,” has matchlesly
deseribed the convivial habits of the Suetti-h advocates: the habits
of the whole literary soriety of Edinbursh were pretty similar.
Why should T detail the cic-umstanees of Willian’s seduction frpm
sobriety?  The example of those whom he had been ascustomed
to admire, vespact, and love; the gay salliss of his younger asso-
ciates ; the witchery of the society of genius; the flowing feding
which followed the cir-ulation of the bowl; the song, the speech,
th2 story, the fla.l of wit, the jocose roll of humour, and, above all,
the forgiving approvil (for how else shall we dasignate it?) of the
ladies—all assail-d him at once, and, benenth their attacks, his
reason and resolve,

** That coluinn of true majesty in man,”

foll.  Age, wisdom, youth, wit, humour, friendship, love, and
beauty—vwhat could a vaw shepherd lad appose to all these?

We will pass rapidly over this part of our d:parted friend's
carece.  He mingled, at first sparingly, at length more freely, in
the convivial habits of his new fii snds.  Unfortunately, he engaged
to write for a new poriedical which some of his friends were then
attempting to establi-h. e had pl'dg-d himself to support it to
a cevtain extent; and, in order to fulfil his promise, at the instiza-
tion of au acquaintance, he stimulated him-<elf to its accompli-hment
by means of brandy., This was the first time he had ever drank
ardent +pirits for the sake of the effect which they produce. The
paper which he bad written was univer.adly admired, the sale of the
preiodical was very much juereased by its influence, and he was
plied by the propri-tors with new and Iu rvative enrazements,

On the very morning on which he had veceived these propo:als,
he a0 recclved a letter from Lis aged father, iuforming him, that
the brother of an old man, who was engog.d in commeree, and for
whom hg hod come tige ago becows surety, had failed, and that
the whole of the Jittls earnings of his past life world be required
to liquidate the dubt,

Willinm closed with the propo:al of the proprictors of the
magnzine, and wrote to the old man a lett.r, partly of condolence,
but more of triumph. He was almost glad that the resources of
his father were detroyed, now that he bimwelf kad the means of
supporting him; and it was with a jryous heart that he sat down
to write his pap.r fir the new paiodical,  Buy, alas! he felt what
all who have r0 orcupivd themstives have filt, how the mind
becomes weak, and the funcy flags, whep compelled toaction. He
Tuhed into soclety to escape from the dreadful depression which
follows high mentad excitement; the warmth of friendship with

which he was mef, foll gratefully on his spirit; the glee and glory
of social intercour-e fivst relieved bis wearied fo:ulties, and theh
plenantly excited them; the titillation of gratifi:d vanity, and the
exvreise of intellectual power, combined to make the scene fascinat-
ing; he went more and more into sosioty; it beeame more and
more neces-ary to him—he was a social man, .

William Riddle passed the whole of his examinatiuns, and was,
as the students say, *ready for a church.” Nee was he long in
procuring one. Among th: friends to whow his genius and
character had recommended him, was a nobieman, who had the
gift of the very kirk to which William and his father had been
accustomed to resort. The incumbent died; the nobleman pre-
sented the livin- to William. With the new duties which now
devolved upon h. 3, came & crowd of new feelings and »prings of
action. He gave up his enzagement with the literacy period cal,
he retired from his sozinl compaunions, and he devoted himself to
grave and worthy study and contemplation, The strugsle was
severe; but he bore up asainst it under the exvitement of the new
respomsibility which had fallen upon him. He went down to the
country with some of the most distin suished memb -vs of the Scotti &
chureh, who ofticiated at bis ordination. A proud, a tumultuously
happy day was it for old David Riddle, who, with wonder and
awe, felt his horny hand gra-ped by the great men whose very
names he had considered subservient to his happiness of old time,
and beheld his son, little William, the boy whom he had tausht
the alphabet upon S :aurhope hill, with the p bbles that lie there,
~—Dbeh-ld him holding high discourse with these same dinitaries,
saw that his opinions were listened to with respect, and that bis
thoughts, according as they were solemn or ludicrous, were
re-ponded to by these great men with gravity or broad grins, A
delizhtful day was it to the 0ld shpherd, as he beheld the first mon
in the General Assembly—the greatest man in the Scottish Kirk
—lay his hand upon the youthful head of his beloved son, and
consecrate him to the cave of the souls who dwelt in the very valloy
where he had been born and reared, in which his genius was known,
and his family, thouzh humble, respected. . .

There was another, and an equally strong reason for William's
giviny up his convivial habits and boisterous companions. He was
in love.

It was at that Jeast romantic of all places for a lover, a ball in
Edinburgh, that W Diam Riddle, the new pastor of Mosskirk,
had fir.t met Ellen Ogilvie, the daughter of the principal heritor of
his parich, the owner of the hills on which his father had watched
the sheep for above threescore years.  Ellen had beheld him moving,
a gay aud welcome visitant, in noble halls: her hand had met his
in the dance, in exchange with those of countesses and duchesses;
she had heard his praise echoed from house to house, and from
mouth to mouth; she was now alone in the country, with nothing
but isnorant or coarse men around her: let it not seem wond.rful
that she, though the only daushter of a wealthy landholder, should
bestow her Jove on the poor, handsome, manly, eloquent pastor of
Mos-kirk. And if this do2s not scem wonderful, it will surdy
not appear singular that the proud, haushty, bigoted, and iznorant
father of Ellen should forbid the match, and should threaten with
his,venzeance the u-urper of his dauyghter’s love.  William Riddle,
the minister of Mosskirk, was out of the canons of the duello, aud
the Inicd, therefore, instead of calling him out, was compelled to be
<atisfied with di-inheriting Ellen, who, under circumstaaces which
fully exoncrated her from her father's tyrannical wishes, became
William's wife. .

In the parish of Mosskivk, as in most of the country parishes in
Scatland, there were 2 number of intellisent men who associated
frequently together for the sake of cultivating scientific knowledge,
and conversing on various subjects of interest in literature and
philosophy. At the ime that William was inducted inte Mos-kirk,
all the ministers of the neighbouring parishes were members of
this saciety, and it was generally held on a convivial footing. Into
this society William Riddle was welcomed with enthu-astic ho-
uours, and was at oncve made prpetunl president.  His fameas 3
p et had woue befure him, and his genial warmth as a man follow-
ed up with general applause the sensation which he had created.
He had natural powers capable of supparting him in the sphere to
which his reputation hiad raised him. He had wit, humour, pathos,
and fluency—and, eager to earn the kind opinion of his parishion-

ers, he exerted hinself to gain it, and he succeeded. Throughout \



