
lu the United Presbyterjan Syriod, those who spokce on thîe Union
Question wvere one *andail of them evidently earnestly desirous of Union,
and, *ere niost conciliatory in their spee-ches. 'r-lere was not 'èven *a
reference to the principles lheld -by ?aither Voluntery or State-cburebman,
and tiiere *was not the least complainat ixtteied aginst the Presbyterian
Synod ýfor irepudiating the Note on the Foui'th -Article which h ad been
adopted by our ýSyno d, ýas a protedtion to the, Voluntarie., thatrmight be
in the United Church. In the seveial xnotions-which were at last submnitted
to-the Synod, -the. movers -seemied to vie -witheach other in constructing!
their Weotions so, ms to be .the least objectionable to the, Presbytrin,
Synod, ami the motion by Dr. Oïtniston,. -vhieh -was carrièd unanimôusly,
was. certainly as -clear and unobjectionable ààý the Preshyterian Synod
could possibly ekpect,--nainely, thlese words to lbe added to thie Fouf th
Article, insteadof the. Note, «lýIt being understood that in the appieatioà
of the-, doctrine of this article. mutual. forbearance' shal be ëxercised, -l
Though *we -were pltasedý greatly pleased, with Dr. -Ormriston's ihdt:ioný
we would have preferred t.heý zioLion by, Mr. Kenxiedy» whinh %vasthàt
the. foUlowing words 'be-added-fotiüe Fonrth Article, elIt being .uùdei-(tôb&
that perfect ùnanimity of sen~timent is not required--wiith r-egarýrd to-thée

,ptrietàtion or-applicationo f the doctrines «refferred lo in this artiel-e.-
We -do think that forbearance should he extended to the iriterpttation-
of the doctrine of this Fourtb Article as well as to the apphicâitioiï of it..
Our reasons for tilis are, that neàrly all théd0-Iading R1efoimers Ïboth. of the
first -and, secondReomto periods; interpketeil, Crist's I-eàâbhip over-
thel nations as mostîinmical toi religions liberty, ànd which, -in a truly free
coùtry, can nete be carried int. 'pradliee. Inth-eirveritings we litid
suthi 'statements, as the following :" Magistracy flows fromn Christ -as
Mediator." ciMaogistracy is the tsubjeet. of promise to 'the Chureb, and:isý
gii..n. itnmediately to.theG.hurch-.-mnot-to the ivorld;." cg Chi4ist 'bolught
the worl '" Magistrates are!properly Christs ministers of justice -on.
earth." -Magistracy is not a -càaa, w*orldlyj profane thing, ïthat.belongs
to -the wvorld, but to the Churchý." 14As the, Fatherh'as'-eommitted'ail'
*iudgmnent and authority and the executibn ojudgment unto -Christ,.,
Magistrates. are appointed by him to judge. for hbima and are saiid inf
srrititu-to judgefor. the-Lordl' "If -the, Maàgistrate blas 'no ýqualifiea--ý
tion but the,.tonse. nt of Libe people, le is -at best but ali intruderi,- "To
kings,. princes, rulerg,,and magistrates, the -conservatiôhi and- pùrgation
of xeligioiL. in the land. doth -chiefly appertain." ru -the Gèneva and
Scotch ConfessoËsof Faith ià is asserted that "c-the defence of -Christ's
Church appertaineth to the'Christian Magistrate3 against afiddlaters anïd
hereties, such as, papists &û. ýSucl wÊre-some of the Èenti*me'nts I*eld
by; tle early Sco.teh reformers-, Knox,. Ruthefford,-Binning, and other
Ieading- Iien ; and. to our mind it is.-clear that tluey -beld. magistraby .:as h
Christia:n ordinance, and the Christian M agistkatè 'as Oh'rist's viegerent,
alIdone, of the great chartered blessings of -the churcli Thé comiipilers
of:àte -Westminster. Confession. of Faith. appear-. evidently tob'ave held
nearly sirnifla views,'on the doctrine of Oh'rist's Ileadship ovei<the nations,
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