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THE CATHOLIC AND PROTESTAN(T
CLEREY.

At a public meeting held at Knutsford, Ches
ehire, on the reformation of juvenile offeaders, the
Marquis of Westminister in the chair, the follow-
ing remarks were made by J. Codinghain, lisq.,
the police magistrate, in presence of the Rev.
Chancellor, and several Catholic Clergy of the
diocese. He said **that he would beg leave to
make a suggestion ; he thoughtthat much good
might be done in establishing a society for visiting
the poor, The fact was too notorious that the
crimes of the younger members of society origi-
nated not with themselves, but with their parents.
In the course of the discharge of his duties as ina-

gistrate, he had, in one week, as many as foity andy

fifty boys brought before him, who had been sent
out by their parents begging, thaeatened with
chastisement unless they brought something back.
In such cases schools were evidently of no v:e.
He did not think that the clergy performed their
duties properly in abstaining from close comuiu-
nion with the poorer members of society. In his
district in the metropolis there was a population of
50,000, and although the proportion of Protestants
® Catholios was about eight te one, where there
were 100 Protestants brought before him, there
was not one Catholic. He could only account for
this by the fact that the Roman Catholie priests
paid greater attentiou to the poor.” The Rev.
Chancellor Raikes said, in reply, that ¢ Mr Cot-
tingham had overlooked one thing in his remarks
about the Protestar.. clergy, whieh was the vast-
ness of the field and the scarcity of the laborers
He would remind Mr. Cottingham that it was the
duty of the laymen to assist the clergy, ‘T'he Pro-
testant Clergy did not possess the samg influence
over theminds of the people ssthe Catholic Priests
did.W—Tablet,

SUBJECTS FOR MEDITATION.
From St. Bonaventure’s Life’of Christ.

OUR LORD'S WORDS A CAUSE OF OFFEXCE.

¢ Marvel not_that our words and actions should
often be a.cause of offence, no matier how well
and faithfully spoken or done, since this oftentimes
happened to our Lord himself, who could not do
amiss. Thus, when on a certain occasion, the
Pharisees inquired ¢f ovr Lord, why His disciples
eat with unwashed hands : our Lord sternly re-
_plhie%:,' and chid them, because they had no regard
for inward holiness. At which they were offended
and, yet.the Lord. was not moyed. Apother time
when he was teaching his W§dvenly truths in the
sytiagogue, some of his disciples, liks men of car-
nal minds, as they were; understo%d hig Bot; aiﬁ

gospel of peace ¥

willitrewv.  Whereupon he said to the Twelve,—
¢ Will ye abso go awuy ?* And Peter answered
for himself and the rest. ¢ Lord to whom shall
Lwe go ?  Thou hast the wWords of eternal life!.—
Consider him then, uuder the forementioned cir-
rumstances, and those of a like description : howy
He spake with power and taught the ‘Truth, no-
thing woved by the offence of the wicked and
foolish. It is to be noted, thesefore, in the first
place, that we ought not to withdraw from acts of
virtue, on account of the offence which some muy
take at them. Secund!y, that we should give mote
heed to inward purity than to eutward repulation,
as our Locd expressly teaches us in St. Luke.—
Againy that we ought 1o lead a spiritual life, sd
that the words of our Lord may not secm strangeto
us, a¥ they did to those disciples, who, when Christ
said, according to Si John,—*' Except ye eat of the
flesh of the Sun of Man,” and the rest, could not
bear the words hut withdiew. Rather let us re-
vognize them as the words of etcinal life, that, to-
gether with the Twelve, we may imitate him per-
fectly.

BRISTOL—ALL SAINTS DAY.

Qur spiritnal Retrent, under the direction of the
Rev. Dr. Gentilli and the Rev. Mr. Furlong, has
just terminated. Bishop Ullathorne, Vicar Apos-
tolic ef the Western District, presided nearly every
day. Duriag this forinight of Berediction, fifty
three Protestants have been cenverted to the anci-
ent Faith, and thonsands, literally thousands of
Catholics have received the bread of life and made
their peace with God. Penitents flocked to the
tribunal of Confession from the dawa of day till
past the midnight hour, sometimes even till twoin
the mosning. The Judgement Day alone will 1e-
veal what blessings these two holy men have been
the means of conferring upon our land ¢ How
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, and that preacheth the
The chapel in which the mis-
gion was held, though for a long time served by se-
cular clergy, belongs to the Jesuits, and they have
now taken possessi.n of it. God be with them!
It is no sinecure that. they have entered into. Ac-
eording to the last census, the number of Catholics
bere v-as 11,000, and at the present moment there
is church accomodatiou only for about 2,000.—
Our excellent and indefatigable Bishep, however,
has now taken in hand to complete a very large
chape!l at Clifton,. which has long, remained in an
unfinished state. Thanks to his untiring efforts,
and with the .blessing of Gud, I do trust that a
brighg day i. dawning upon Bristol and its vicinity.
T
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