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General Intelligence,

to all religion.  We therefore will not allow it s
this country. The Government may choose, it
they like, to go to war with the people of Treland
—to force an infidel state ecducation down their
throats; buat if they chiose to go to war we
are ready to acceeptthie challenge.  (Loud cheer-
ing ) The Catholie religion for which our fore-
fathers bled —for wlich they sntfered ty ranny, per-
secution, and death—that religton we reccived
‘pure from them, and that rchigion we wll, with
the blessing of God, Land down to cus pesterity
unsullied and undefiled.  (Cheers.)  Neouher
with great delight to move a vote of thanks to our Prussian education noi INi-nch cducation—that
Catholic fetlow-citizens, who have had the ardu- education which cortupts alike both political and
ous duty n th2 South Dublin Poor Law Union of'religious principle-—that cducation incuicating
resisting the shametul encroachment on the reli- (slavihness to the political powers, and mdilent-
gins 1izhts of Catholies by the bigoted, wretched ,ism to the ecelusiastical authorinies, will be sane-
and  paltry  faction who there predommme._'lioncd in this country.  This we will resist fon
(Cheers.) Itistoo bad that, in the seventeenth |lhc rich and for the poor, for the adult and the
year ziter we thought that the sad necessiy o{|inf.mt. Are we christiang and shall wo permit our
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. (Continued )

Mr.J. O’Cos~ert, came forward to propose
the next resolution, and was received with loud
aud protracted bursts of applause. e said—
My Lord Mayor and gentlemen, 1 come forward

[y

meetins as a separate body of Christians had ;teligion to ke outiaged in the person of those lit-
been obviated, and that thenceforward all creeds |tle ehildren who claim out protection > T'he Ca-

tholic schoolimistress whom they foved and whom,

B

and seetz of Irishmen could combine together for
the z90d of Treland, we should find oursclres com-|as it Was proved in evidence they clung abo

pelled to assemble tugether, as a separate bod);
oi Christians, to protest against the persecution
thathias been basely attempted against our reh-
gion, (ilear, hear.) Butl tell you if we did
not thus assemble together—if we allowed this

grieved at finding that they wure to be remov

"from her, has b:en expclled by the Poor Law

Commissioners. Was .ucre any offence on her
part 2 There was an attempt indeed to show
that she had proved herself unfit for her situation

paltry attempt to pass without resisting it, they i——n commissioner was sent down, nith an honor-
would go on by degrees—from smail things they jable before his nawe, and he held an investigation
would o on tu greater, until they would I’ivet;ill which he utterly distegarded the prir-iples of
on the limbs of theCatholies of Ireland those chains ! fair play, allowing hei to make adumissions which
which, no thanks to thein, have been struck off.}were afterwards used against her without giving

Well now, once for all, we tell them that it won’t,
do; we won’t stand it ; wa must have 1eligious;
hiberty. (Loud and continued cheering.) We,
are advocates of religious liberty for every class,
and creed, and sect—we would give our lives to
secure freedom of conscience for the general peo-
ple of Ireland —we would not sanction the perse-
cution of Protestants or Methodists; and we won’t
allow those who profess the Roman Catholic re-
lizion to be persecuted or 4rampled upon.—
(Cheers.) 1 confess that in dealing with this
subject 1 look beyond the immediate cause of our
assembling together—1 look to the effect it will
have on the French and Prussian Governments,
and 1 trust that it will tend to put a stop to the
perszcution of the Roman Catholic religion in
those countries. (Cheers.) After three hundred
years of persecution which our pecple gallantly
withstood, they are exposed to am attack in the
férm of a system of Education, and that even while
Protestant writers themselves assert that the Prus-
sian and French system of education is redolent

of immorality, of corruption, and indifferentism

the usual watninz, But the real otience was, that
she was obnoxious to the bigoted members ot that
board, because the Caiholic chiduren loved and
tespected her. ([ear, hear.) The Protestant
ex-officios—men not worthy of the name of Pro-
testant, for they arc utterly spposed to that reli-
gious frcedom which Piotestants elaim—came
dowa to the mectiag of the South Uuion to con-
trol the represcutatives of the people.  And these
men persevered in thewr petsceution of this poor
widow and of the poor cluldren under her churge
until at lagt they succeeded in Jdriving this Lelp-
less widow out into the streets, depriving hek of
the means of suppurt, and depriving the Catholic
children of the school-istress whom they loved
and respected. (Cheers.) The strongest pro-
test must be made against this. 1four lives were
on the issue, such persecutions must be put an
endgf?:;if,, the peace’of the country were atissue
we will3ot submit toit. (Continued cheering.)
WE claim to be free—( Hear, hear)—we claim no
ascendancy, but we claim equality, and equality

we must have, (Cheers.) Feeling thus let us



