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earnings of Great Britain and Ireland are
wasted in intoxicating liquors. Is it any
marvel that crime wnd poverty and
ignoran?oe and heathenism ave rife there?
In this Dominion we aro not as deeply
sunk in the iaire as they are in the
fatherland. It is bardly credible that
we epend even one fifth of owr earnings
in intoxicating liquors, and unless the
statements made by the country sessions
be wide of the facts the peoplo of this
county do not spend $350,000 per year
in intoxicating drinks which ﬁ‘ouhf' be
their proportion of the amount used.
The facts however, while they enconr-
age us to persevere in the good work are
serious enough to waken up this Pby. and
the whole church to a scnse of the awful
magnitude of the evil with which we have
to contend. We arein the grip of o
terrible foe and nothing short of wisely
concerted perserving determined effort
will win for us & victory, or enable us to
hold our own.

Your Committee would recommend
that the Pby would emphasize anew the
recommendation of the Genetal Assembly
of 1882—that all ministers, elders and
office bearers in our church be strongly
urged to use their best endeavours to dis-
suade all members of our church from
lending any countenance to a traffie so
fraught with injury to the country and
the church.

2. That ministers take frequent oc-
casion from the pulpit and platform to
acquaint their people with the true char-
acter of alcholic beverages and their ef-
fects npon the mind and body, upon tem-
poral and etornal interests, how they
blunt conscience blur character and blast
every hope.

3. That we do owmr'best to obtain le-
gislation still more stringent and probibit-
ive than what we now have.

Ropr. CoxyiNg, |
Convener,

SYSTELIATIC GIVIHG.

The committee of the Free Church in
Scotland anent the duty of Systematic
Giving to the cause of Christ have issued
the following civcular to the raembers of
their church. We take the liberty of
copying it for our readers and would only
say, “Rend, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest,” pray over and praetice.

“Dear FRIENDS,—-We desire to bring
before you, in a few words the principles
connected wit.. this important subject,

which it is our - object to extend, und
which we feel sure, if generally acted u
on, would tond to increase. the whole
funds of our Church to an extent for be-
yond anything yet realisod. Much migkt
be said, but wo think it best to be very
brief, and merely to indicate some of the
leading points which are of special im-
portance in connection with this matter,
trusting that you will give them your
earnest and prayerful consideration.

I. Why we should Give.—Because
we are taughtin God’s Word that He
desives the gifts of His people for the sup-
port and extension of His cayse and king-
dom in the world, and for the necessities
of our fellow-men. The work of spread-
ing the (Gospel is often limited for want of
neans, and we are enabled by our yifts to
‘“ussociate the common labours of life
with the grateful zervice of the Saviour.”
Qur possessions are not our own. All
things come of God (1 Chron. xxix, 14-16;
Hag. ii. 8:1 Cor. iv. 7). We hold all a.?
stewards for God. Money wmay be oneo
the Jeast of the taleuts which God has
committed to our care, but none the less
does He require us to use it avight.

Giving should be an gct of Christian
worship, a duty, a privilege, & meansof
grace, & source of joy, & test and proofof
real dedication. Money les very near
our hearts, and our giving affords one in-
dication of the strength of our faith and
love, and is csleulated to influence the
worldly around us.

II. How we should Give.—It is im-
portant that we should give cn principle,
conscientiously aud systematicolly, nok
trusting merely to the guidance of feel-
ing. There must be *‘a steady and con-
scientious dedication in proportion to
means” {1 Cor. xvi. 2); “adeliberate por-
pose to give, 2 plan and principle of giv-
ing, aud a constant provision in order to
be prepared to give;” & previous storing
or laying aside of a definite part of our
mesns for the claims of Godsand, as these
are of first importance, they should be
provided for first. God’s portion should
be the jfrst-frvits and not the dreys.
There is abuudant testimony to the roany
advantages connected with this system
of a separate fund, and to its great influ-
ence in promoting liberal and cheerful
giving.  *“When the money is not set a~
side, every uppeal has to contend with
selfishness and covetousness; bub when
thus dedicated, it is olready géicea, and
the only question is as to its allocation
and distribution.” 1f the Members of the
! Thurch generally were toadept this plan,
it can scarcely be doubted that theresulé




