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lBook of Mormion" purportcd1 to con-
tain a history of tho people of Ncpiîi, tho
Lainiites and Jaredites, races which
caino to Amoûrica aftcr the destruction of
the Tower of B3abel, and of two colonies
whichlo .f t .1crusalei B. C. 600, froin
wvhom, the Nortli Ainericani Indians des-
conded.

John tho Baptist aiso alipcared to
Joseph Smith, ordainîngi bîns to tise
Aaronie priesthood, ai subscquently
said Smnith was ordained te, tho Moeiise-
dlek priesthood by the aposties Peter,
James and John. Thus with tho keys
of the priosthood iii bis liands, Joseph

initiî started out as the Iertid( and higli
priegt ofa Neir Di8pen-isation. Tle abovo
is the Mormon accnt, (sec thoir Cato.
chisin.)

Tho facts of the case, lv3wever, aro
siinpiy these: One Jesephi Smith, a
vicions, immoral, cr-afty i-ian, whose
dupiicity amid cuing 1usd. draiv on
1dm the opprobrinmi of the r.eighhborhood
i which lie iived, concoctod the sohecine

of fouiffing a iiow reiigion,of whichi he wvas
to be the prophet, ansi conserting with
one Sidnmey Rigdon, a renegade and ex-
ps'Ill Baptist minister, amui one MNartin
[Harris, a weii.to-do fariner whlo furnish-
cd the nmoney as a pecuniary- speesmiation,
they took a mianssscript written by Rev.
Sooio Spauldin" intended by the
author to be a fabulus reeondi of a long.
lost race, and hy certain aiteration8 and
additions adaptcd it te thicir use, and
palinei it off ons their eredu[Dus dupes as
a new revelation fronti (od.

F inding their deception toi transparent
te ho practiccd is New Xrorii, w-bore thoir
characteî-s a-ad the facts of the case -%vere
weli knowni, they renmoved to Kirtland,
Ohio, w-bore they gâthered -ificient ni.
herents and inoney te ereut Il a temiple,"
but becomniug "ýinNov.cd iini accusations
of immoral and crirninal practices" tlmey
reinoved in 1834 te fndeece, MUo.
It was; at Kirtland that ]3righan. Yotssg
joined themu, andi witli hiiumnie the first
formai estnibliinenit of the MNormon
hierarchy, is the forma of a isigh council
consisting of tivelve apost1es and one or
thirce presidents, as th1e care inight re-
quire.

Josephs Smith wwa the fir!rt 1rsident,
ami hefore his du- ti bcstuwced on the
Il twelve aposties" cvery Ille that was
necessary te save and exait înankind in
the celestiid kixsgdlom of <leud," (sec
.Mormon Catechisin.> Ile %vas te receive
revcsiatio'ns Ilevon as Mose.a,1' which %vere
te ho imnpiciteiy obeycd b i the people.
At bis death this power ppomsed te, Brig-

hans Young, ansi at his dcath te tho pre-
Presideat, John Taylor.

l'hus was foundeleda absolitisin, wicbel
makes the hold ef the 'Mormon hierarchy
on the seuls and bodies of its adheronts
as gi-eat, if isot grcator, than that of
Rome. It onaiîied Snmith, wlien bis own
lifo hecaine se inunoral, as to neesi excuse
in the eycs of his foiiowers, te introduco
as a new revelation. <'Spiritual Wifeism,"
the preliminary step te Poiygamy.

At Independence Sidney Rigdon teok
tmorary lead, but wa soon foiiowcd

ana suporseded by Smnith and 'You g.
who having beeni engagcd iii OhieO ]n
«wild-cat baikiing," fled frein thoir on-

raged credlitois. At Independence theylaid tho foilsudatien of a temple, w%,hicit1
they istill expeet to, finish, (sec Mormon
Catechisin,) ani "lthere tise aew%% Jerusa-
locn will lic coinnenlccd."

The Missossrians soon bccaï-ne infuriated
at the licentioug cisaracter and fraudulcnt
practices of "lthe saints." Tbecy rese
en 7na-ese te drive thens frein their State,
and the militia of the State 1usd te bc
called eut te preserve tise pence.

Genierai Clark, whvlo cennnandcd tho
Missouri ts-oops, in a dlespatchl te <lover.
iuer Boggs8, Novemnher 10, 1S38. thus de-
serilbet t he eharacter cf tho MeNlrmouîs-
"lThere is ne crime frein treason dowrn
te petit larceny, but a majority cf theso
people have been gnlilty cfL-ail, tee, un-
der the counsci of Jesephi Smith, Jr., the
prophet. They have cominitted treason,
murder, arsen, hurglary, irob1iory, larceny
amd pcrjury. Tlbey hae secicties fonnied
uîider tise iaest bissding covenants in
forni , and the Most hon-id eaths,, te,
circumvent tise laws pndc pist tiseir at
defiance, amui te J)hmnder, burii and mur-'
der and divide tise spefls fer tihe use o
the cisurcs. "

Thence they rcmouved te Nauvoo,
Illinois, and there ii 1May 1846, dedicateid
ani immense temple. Converts -wexe
gathered in tbe United States or impert-
cd frein Europe. Smith inew put is full
practice bis "«Spiritual W5ifeisin," and
hall a palatial resideisce built for iiseif
and isis Ilforty wives." Ife mvas c1ectcd
Mmmayer of the city and commanidanmt of
tho Nauvoo Le gion, and Nvas eu-en an-
nounced ils tise Mormon papers as a cans-
didate for the Prcsidency of the Unmited
States. Buit tise people of Ilinois became
restive under the vices and criminalities
of tise Mormons ;suits-at-law wcre in-
stitssted against thisen, iuîob violence cul.
minated iii the mursier of Josephb aîîd
H-yruin Sinith, ansi finally tise Mormons
arese and startcd for thieir present settie-
ment-tse great Sait Lake Valley.


