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1 cannot take leave of the Hondo withottt referring to
the occasion of our dining for the list time on board,
whicbi %as niade an opplortuniit% Tor the salooni pissengers
to express tlieir thanks tu bier commander for the allen-
lion received fromi imiiself and officers during the voyage,
iii a ncatly wordcd addrcss signed by thcmn aIl. Afier
whicbi the Honorary Coimiissionier for Canada, w-ith bis

tiîal icitv of expression, proposcd in glow-îng ternis of
ap>preciation tbe liealtb of Captain David Pearson, who
bad brouglit us safely and bappily tu otîr destination.
Other speakers fbIllowed equqilly silncere, if flot cquaily
cloquent, witb, at lîttervals, ain accomipasiimcint of beairty
Britisb cheers.

'I'at cacb sbould possess a mecinento of the voyage
anti its plumsant associations, it w-as unanimiously resol'edl
that the Hondo, with ail ils; bunting flving, hie pbotuo
grapbced Miben iii port on tbe foliowing mloriîîit. Titis
'vas accordingiv donc, nitich tn the gratification of its
galiant commander.

On a later occaision a numiber of us atain fitînd Our-
sulves on board tbc H-ondo to luncbicon, as thc invited
gntests of Ciptain P>earsoni andi the Agents of tbe line,
wbo, stcani being raiseci, took us on an excursion in tbe
barbour, wvhich, in extent and for safcty, sectircd b)y its
long, naturai brcakwatcr, is onc of the fincst in tilt world
-and, %vith ils 1pansora.ic disi)lay of green plains and
lofty mnountain peaks, one of tbc miost picturesque.
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I have just read a vcry deligbItful book on tbe old days
before w-e biad trains tu carry our letters. The book ils
about Engiand, w-berc of course tbcy Iiad good roads
long beore wc liad in Canadia. Her Mlajesty-s mail, or
rathler, His Nlajest%,s maillas t %vis before our own good
Qtieen, wvas carried from place to place in coacbes, grent
strong, lcavy lumbering things, drawn b)y four good
borsfes, %-itb the mail strapplled on beind, and a good
conipany of passtengers inside. Evenl betwvect the mlost
distant places tbis w-as the regular ligbtnling express royal
mail of the period, and day and iligbt, ramn or sbine,
tbey galloped ail over the country, tilt rosy, cheery face
af the driver, or '« post-1buy," as lie %vas called, hecomning
as famniliar on the route as the crack of bis whip tai the
cars of luis horsts.

Manv a funnly experience, zand miany a sad une ton,
wvas kniotn in those old coaching days in rmi and snowv,
up) hil and down dale, througb glens anld ùver bridges,
wekl in and w-cek out, with ill sorts of passengers froin
aill sorts of places. On tbecy wenjt, changing biorses a.t wvav-
sidc inn.s, and ovcrcoîning ail obstacles as best they
mlighti.

Ont funny sciente 1 ititu. tell yoti of to.day.. lcaving
sonie of the sad ones foi anothier opportunity.

0f course on these long jourficvS the passcigcrs got
very hungrv, and %vhcen the supplies of fondl tiuey carricd
withi tîtean' tere quickiy dimiinishing, a liait %vas somec-
tintes cffllcd at tbe cbanging of luories. Evrvbi-gtas
hurry andl bustie, anud nmuch lad tu bec donc in a1 Short
timie. rhle grcat point %vith the mail wmas specd, and
the hait for frcsh biorses .-ais onlv for a few rtioncnts.

Scarccly hzad the hungnv and cold liasscuîgers coin-
micnccd tn cnjay.t snack nt the w%-aysidle inn, wvhen the
guard calikd ocît ta takc thecir çcais, and muclb as thecy
nmay have bectu inclinctl tu grunible, titcre w-as little hiell
for it. ooe thicy înut go. Onc coid, lit ngry Inighî, iuaw-
cvcr, a pa.sscngcr w%-as eqîtal to the occasion. lic 'vas
haif-lpcrishced with coîd, and marc tit h.-lf.sîairvcdl 'ith
hungcr. He was flot going ta lc donc for. lie srntply
shauid have his supper. Wlîilc the tothers hurricd, hc

Iinlgcred. ,,Iey w-cnt nboard in ranstver ta the cail of tbe
guarcl. He sat sipping blis wvarni tea. and mutnching bis
toast. Evcrytbing -ais waitiiug for tilt start. Hc budged
not. The.-nard iildly suggcs:cd bis being left. He
cared ilot. The tea w.as fragrant. 'l'le toast was crisp).
Thie lightw-as cold. 'l'le journey w-as lonig. Possession
wv-s ninc-tenths of the liw. At length lie yielded cîuougli
to saly lie woluld go as SOOSI as lie got a spoon ta cat bis
cg--, -bis une solitary- cg-. That sliouldn*t takze long.
The gliard îigblt takze pity for once.

Upon titis tbe landiord of the inin %v-ent, w-ith %uie
amusement, Io fctch tbe lbungry mani bis sîtoon. To bis
surprise there w-as none on the table. He searclied.
Not une w-as ta Wk founld. He bxtind. AIl in vain.
The servants w-erc called. It wvas uio use. lThe spoons
w-cre ail gone. %V'bat miust bc donc? Who could have
takeni tbein ? Mail or no mail. lie tnust get bis spoons.
Speed or nuo spced, lie could not bcecxîuected tu lose bis
silver-pla.te-to sacrifice his bousebioki goods on the altar
of public spirit.

W'ith aI the fisss of wbicb a landiord czan 'te capable,
mine hast tanl art, raiscd thc bue and crv, stoppcd the
guard, anid flatiy dcclarcd that not a biorse should stir
tilI lie rccovcrcd bis spoons. %%c cani imagine the scelle.
Thle indignant 1passenýers 1 The opcning and cîosing of
satclheis? lThe imipatience of fhe guard ! The scolding
of the enîsty oldI gentleman who is zltvays i n a, hurry
w-bcn blis compai-nionis arc it none, andI who never bas su
mnucb Icisure as wbcen cecry ane is crazy ta stant.

l'ait a fruitlcss searchi t -as. Not a spoon w-as forth.
coinig. Atud-worsc--not tbc vestigc of a susp)icion.

Micantituc our of~ngrhca the cald and biunger,
the tea and tue toast-quictîy w.ilkcd out of the break-
f.ist-roomi. rund madle for bis su-it in tue coach.

-My gond friendc," snid lie, :!cnitly and sothing<ly
tapiping the ex.isper.itcd laîtdior<lý oie sîtouiler, «4 yois
'viii find ail1 volir spuonls iii tbe tcapot. 'Nlc.iiiinie 1
htave enjoyed mny supper iiîtîmcnsclv. Thank s-ou very
niuclt. Gaood-.ight.-"
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