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The Boef 8upply of tho Cuast.

Raports from the upper conantry vary very
wuch, Some recent arrivals fro:m the interior
say that cattle will not suffer very much, and
that whea they 1-ft the live stock was in good
condition, but the fact that feed at Asheroft
was 335 a ton last week and that stock men
have becon n the coast looking for hay for feed
does not look encouraging. Besides, it the
recent atorm was as bad in tle ioterior ason
the coast, and there is every rcason to believe
that the snow was deeper and the cold much
more intense and prolonged, there can be but
littlo hopes of the cattle being able to live
through it. Even where feed existed, it would
be diflicult to drive cattle to it, ‘Lhero is
overy prospect, therefore, of a beef famine on
the coast ouat spring, as reports in British
Columbia are to the effect that stock in the
Northwest are not fan'ng better there than
here, and quarantine stavds in the way of im
ports. The Times, of Victoria, has the follow-
ing editorial remarks on the eituation ;

*+ If we mistake not, tho people of the coast,
as well as those of Kootenay, will bo treated to
somethiog like n beef famine this spring. The
severe weather has already, made serious in-
roads in both the British Columbia and Alberta
herds, and the winter’s ravages are not yet
over. Rocent advices from the iuterior are
that tho frost and snow have proved fatal to
thousands of animals. This misfortune is to be
deplored for the sako of the ranchers and also
for the sake of the people on the coast, whose
available beef supply is certain to be seriously
reduced by it. American cattle cannot bo im-
ported alive, tecause quarantine bere is virtu-
ally impossible. We may therefore look for
ward to beef being scarce and dear, as it will
apparently have to como to usin tho ehapo of
carcasses from over the line.  Tho outlook is
not at s]l pleusant to contemplate, and will be
apt to give our people a pointed inter.st in the
study of quarantine vagarica.”

The quarantine laws which stand in the way
of import of catile under circamstances of
actual veed, and whare no earthly reason exists
for kecpin% them out, cannot be regarded in
any other igli:t than as a barbaric system of
reprisals on both sides of the liae.

Tho Cannod Fruit Businoss

Tho O’Kell & Morriss Frait Canning Co.
ucld its anoual meoting ia Victoria last week,
sud it was stat.d that the financial statement
showed a profit of 25 per cent on six months
operations.  Ten per cent of this was paid in
dividends and 15 per ceat carried forward to
reservo fund.  Consideriog all the difficultics
surrounding the fruit canniog business in B.C.,
tho dearness of lahor, lack of fruit of the right
vacioties, the limited market, etc.. elc.—this
scems to be rather remarkable.

Oat of the directors’ report the following ex-
tracts aro taken:

“Qao of the firat problems wo have had tode-
voto astention to has ben to find a market for
our products.  Our principe! sales so far havo
been in Victoria and Nauaimo, but we fiod
that every ycar some $§15,000 worth of jams
and jollics rre imported for consumption in Vic-
toria alone. Wo shall use our utmost exertions
to develop tho local market, and intend to go
all down the lino to Winnipeg, the Northwest
districts not adapted for frait culturo offering
a fine field for the distribution of oar producta.
As wo aro the only manufacturers of orange
marmaiade in Canada, wo oxpect to zell it
from the Pacifiz coart through t« the Atlan-
tie,
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*“But we have wnother important branch
which sliould be carefully developed, aund that
is the putting up of whole fruits in cans with
very rich syrup. California hos had this trade
priacipally in the past, for she sends to Eoge
land every year about 140,000 cases and re.
ceives back some 8700,000.  Anxious to build
up an export as well as home trade, we sent
four small cases, each containing six cans to
four large buyers in Kngland. They were
whole fruits put up in cans aund we have ro-
ceived flattering notices concerning them from
the greatest market in tho world.”

Collecting Bad Dobts.

Au interesting decision was given in the
Supreme Court of British Columbia the other
day by Justice Walkem in Wolfenden va. Giles,
anaction of alleged hbel, arising out of the fol-
lowing circumstances:

Decfendant is a collector of debts under the
style of the British Columbia Mercantile
Agency, the methods of whoso business is evi-
dent from the following circular and poster,
sent to the plaintiff:

Col. R. Wolfenden:
Dear Sir,

Faclosed find sample poster.  You may still
have your name lifted by payiog the amount
on or before the 27th inst., after which dato tho
poster will positively be issued.

The ohject of advertising this and other
claims for sale ia that in default of payment by
the debtors of the amouut dae by them in full,
the largest possible amount may be roalized by
their creditora from: the claims, and for no other
purpose.

Yours traly, &e.

The *“Poster” roferred to was & large yellow

bill containing tho following :

ACCOUNTS FOR SALE.
Vicroria, B.C., July 20th, "92.
The British Columbia Mercantile Agency
offor tho following for zale at their office, 16
Broad Street:

(Then follow several pames, and then)

Col. R. Wolfendoen, 125 Menzies St., Drug
31 oS 967
The bi!l was not posted owing to an interim
injunction issuing to pravent it.  Nariog tho
injunction p occedings it was made clear that a
majority of the judges wero of the opinion that
the methods of collecting debts pursue dby the
British Columbis Mercantile Agency wero most
reprehenaible, and pow tho judgment of Justice
Walkem disposes of the queatioa of tho legality
orillegality of aach methcde. Tho learned
judge?o]lowcd closoly the decision givon in the
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EACH PLUG OF THE

Myrtle Navy!

IS MARKED

T. & B.

In Bronze Letters.

None Other Genuine.
SMALL FRUITS.

Write for catalogue of Planty, I gaarantee
all Plants to reach Destination in good condi-
tion, and will forward post paid.

W. W. HILBORN, Leantington, Ont.

recent Oatario case of Green vs. Minnes, which
was on all-fours with the present casc. Thore the
yellow posters and the threateniog letters were

* used with tho same effect. and the same dia.

astrous conscqlucnccs as in this case, the judges
on appeal holding that the publication was

" clearly libellous and that the defendant, in

order to successfolly plead justification must
prove tho truth of everything contained in the
alleged libel, cven to the smallest particalars.
His Lordship in this casc decided that the
publication was libellons, and that the plea of
justification was not made out, and awarded the
plaintifil §30 damages, with costs on the
Supreae Court scale, and granted a peip:taal

" injunction against the defendaunt restraiping

him from further publication of the posters
containing the ramo of the plaintiff.

C. P. R. Extcnsion in 8ritish Columbia.
H. Abbott, general superintendent of tho
Pacific Division of the C.P.R,, has roturncd
from Montreal. He mado the following stato.
ment to tho press: ‘I am anthorized to spend
750,000 on the Pacific division this scason in
roncwals and permanent improvemeats, ro-
placiog the wooden culverts and bridges with

{Continued on page 688.
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