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TOOLS AND) FINISHI.

H AP11Y tirc mani who is careful, for fris efforts ivili bc appre-
ciated ; thTiCe happy tie man who is appreciatcd, for lie

is ilot only satisficd with hiniself and his work, but others are
satisfied with 1dmi. Ir, work of any kind, says Louis F. Fuchs,
in 'te Typographical journal, no recipe ivili bring about the
due meed of appreciation so quickly as a carefully finishied job,
and this applies equally to the most modest or tire most clabor-
ate kind. If, for exanîple, a really original idea or comibi-
nation of rule %vork should strikec a compositor's fancy,
even Mhen the utmost taste and harmiony ini the accompany-
ing tcxlt is evidenccd, the result will still be unsatisfactory if the
rule work is not nicely finislied. 'Ihere is no real nienit ini
an idea unlcss tlut idea is pcrfected, and bungling %vork is
nlever perfection. It may bc argucd tlîat an idea is always more
or less crudely presentcd whien first it makes its appearance, but
whiltz this is true Mien it marks a neiv cra cr strikes a tie% path,
it cannot bc consistcntly said that, under advanced conditions
in any field of endeavor, a crude preseritation of any idea, how-
ever new, is justifiable. Mihen finish depends on the application
o! known methods, and tools and appliances are flot lacking,
bungling wvork becomnes clearjy the offspring of inaptitude of the
individual. This makes tire argument that a first stridc mîust
necessarily be ant experimcntalorcrudeone too weak to be tenable.

Ini tire printing trade tools are not licking to give finish to
work. In the kind of work nowv under consideration, as welI as
in cvery.day job work whichi is soughit to be first-class, the file
and plyer play a more important part thani any other tool used.
In large offices, strangely enough, there is frequently an almost
entire absence of rule-cutting machinery, leaving out of consid-
eration the regulation lead cutter. Ilence, whien it becomnes
nccessary to bevel rule into any angle it devolves on the file to
do the work in the liands of the conipositor. Nov, in the
liands of tie expert rule filer the result is almost as iveil accom-
plished as could be donc on any machine, and usually in less
time. Observation will show, hoîvever, that the filing of rule
îvith success is ant art requiring a steady band, a good eye, and
a slighit knowledge of the principles of geomnetry. %Viien these
qualities are presetît in ie individual, and lie possesses a good
shiarp file, lie cai afford to ignore tire rule-bevelling machine,
%which, while it will cut tile up to a notupareil with ac-
curacy and despatch, usually becomes a stnre and delu-
sion if thicker than that is wanted ; and, of course, if a
distinctive cut is required for Uie face only, the inachine is use-
less. A file tlîen is tie pre.eninient tool of tire printer lîaving
artistic aspirations. And as it is lits chier tool, lie should so re-
gard it, taking carc to preserve its usefulness by proper lîandling.
If lie takes a niomen's line and study its construction lie %vili
sc that it is meant to cut but one way,just like a saw. A heavy
pressure on the back-drawt% will not only not assist in cutting
the nietal, but will eventually dulI thîe finle points of tire teeth by
venr. Equally impl:ortant is it to use tire file for brass only, as
Icad or any other softer substance %vill clog it, necussita.tiniiti
turn frequent cleaning, wlîich is about as good a methîod to
render it useless as aiiy known.

A good filing chute cati readily be nmade by anyone on thie
lower righit corner or rte stand case. A simple lilock of wood
cut to fill tie quad box to an even heiglit witlî thîe outer frame
of thie case will give a substatitial rest on vhuicli to iiail or screw

six-to-pica riile, bringing the oiîe end to the right edge of the

case. rop and bottom of tlîis shîould be screwed pica slugs of
about equal lengthi witlî tire rule, thîus mnaking a chute inito îvhiclî
rule may bc laid a nid easily bevelled, the only holding necessary
being to lirevent thxe rule froin slipping fromi thie file. A chute
s0 î)laced and nmade %vill save niuch work and give the righît afim
a full free swving. If tie samne edge of tie case, but lîiglicr up,
is used, the contrivaîîce can be anîplified by a top) and left side
stop agaitist %vhich rulle can be braced and filed on tie face in
any wiy desired. The arrangemenît will take but a few minîutes
to nuake, and if firmly screwed, wviIl witlistand atly pressure.

Atiotlier good atid sinmple îvay to facilitate work ini rule is to
cut unider," that is, Mien rule miust meet closely (which ouglit

to be always in good work> to file thie face sliglitly longer tlîan
tire base, tlîus nîakiîîg tire tops touch, but flot the bottoni. A
very little difference shîould be made, hovever, as rule, so filed,
shîould it be but a liair's breadth lonîger thian tire hock-up squeceze
permits, %vili tit up, settiîîg off Uic rule in imiîiediate conjuuîc-
tion witli it.

The chuief reason, lîowever, vhîy well finislied work is tîot
more ofteil produced, is because iuîsufficieîît tinie is takeîî to do
it properly. For my p)art, unless I saw my way very clearly to
thie realization of iny goal, I wvould forego aîîything elaborate,
unless my instructions wvere Ilfancy " and Ilrush.'t  E vent then
faîîcy slîould become so only iii thîe ratio of time allowed.
No man, to do himiself justice, slîould attempt wlîat is clearly
out of tic range of possibilities. Thorough finish of an clabo-
rate subject caîîîîot be hîuistled, anîd wlîere it mîust be so done
tie elaborate lîad best be left off. Effectiveiicss cati still bc
attaitîed with finish, and in short time this should be tire limit
aimned at.
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