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QUEBEC TIMBER DUES.

The Quebee Government having changed the system of
computing the Crown dues on saw logs from charging by the
picce to charging on the 1,000 feet Lroad measure, several
changes in the regulations were found necessary,  The follow-
Ing are the most important :

As heretofore licensed holders are bound to furnish sworn
statements from their foremen or persons in charge of the
number and description of all picces of timber, saw logs and
other woal goods cut under their direction, or to their hnow-
ledge upon the berths operated by them the previous season.

In addition to this clause the new regulations provide that
license holders shall also provide specifications of measurement
sworn to any time after the expiration of the license for the
season (3oth April), but not later than the 1st day of Sep-
tembrer, by the cutters duly qualified, whase engagement with
the producer shall not previously have beendisapproved of by the
Crown Timber Agents, as well as an affidavit in corroboration
from the proprietors themselves, or their representatives.

As the new table for computing the contents in feet board
measure is particularly hard on small logs, the lumbermen had
almost fully cecided not to take out any logs below $3 inches
in diameter.  To meet this, however, the new regulations
provide that ¢¢ Parties cutting timber, sawlogs, or wood gunds
of any kind on Crown Lands, and failing to haul all the wood
in the trees cut down, because it may not appear to have a
commercial value, shall include the same in their returns, and
the quantity may be estimated and the dues thereon charged
and payment enforced or atherwise subject to the report of the
Forest Ranger.” Thus placing in the hands of the Forest
Rangers very great powers, which are liable for various reasons
to lead to great abuses.”

The rate per foot B, M. for saw logs is placed at 30 cts. per
M ft. more than the Ontario Government charge, but in reality
the rateis full 55 cents per thousand feet more when the dif-
ference between the tables prescribed by the regulations and
the Doyle rule as shown below is taken into consideration.
There is a petition now being prepared to the Quebec Gov-
crament, protesting against enforcing he new rule and asking
the adoption of the Doyle rule which is that which has been
in use in Ontario for many years. 1t1s hara o predict the
result, bLut it would be surprising if the Government acceded
to it, as they seem dectermined to squeeze the last cent out of
the lumbermen.

The following shows the quantity for logs of each size com-

Joutesd by the new rule compared with the Doyle rule for logs
from 7 to 22 inches; a little attention to which will bear out
what has already been saud in regard to the diflerence letween
the Ontariv and Quebec charfes.

SAaw Lots, 16 feet long. Saw Loas, 13 feet long.

Y

l Doyle Rule.

———— —

Qucbee Rule,

Doyle Rule.

Quebec Rule.
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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

dense and beautiful part of the tree.  Generally speaking, the
ronts of these trees are not widely divergent nor extremely
thick, and it is strange the wowdsinan insists in cutting ff so
far abave ground.

Apropos of this may b& mentioned a little experience of the
writer: ‘Two years ago in the usual run of business, an old
wood lot came in my possession. One part of this was the
rannant of an old walnut forest, being thickly studded with
stumps from three to four feet bigh, and literally strewn with
tops and limbs from a foot in diameter duwn to four inches.
Some of these wete quite lengthy, Lut the larger ones were, of
course, crooked and scraggy. To make a long story short,
these stumps were grubbed out, the tops all trimmed, and the
entire flot being taken to themill, theresult Leing the interior
of a new honse was altmost entirely finished with walnut. Al
the stationary stands, book cases, wainscoting, stairs,
balustrades, and the like, besides much of the furniture was
made from this walnut slash, besides which four thuusand feet
of beautifully grained lumber for special purposes was gotten
out, which netted thirty-seven dollars per thousand feet.  This
one hundred and fifty dollars more than overed the cost of
clearing, hauling and sawing, leaving the field perfectly clear
and nearly ready for the plow.

Of course the field was a good one ; but, all things consider-
ed, I venturcthe assertion that the aggreate profits from the
slash and remains were greater than from the original forest, for
the lumber from this particular field was sold in a bunch, mill
run, for twenty-five dollars per thousand, and, including first cost
of the land, nearly three-fourths of this prire must have been
exhausted before the lumber was ready for narket, proving con-
clusively that the lutnliermen of eight yearsazn did not hew close
totheline. Whether he has learned to hew a.y closer may be
demonstrated by visiting any section where trees, even the more
eapensive, are beingcut.  The stumps and tops still cuinber the
ground, while the manufactories are continually making small
picces from the plank sawed long and wide, whereas the trees
would goa great deal farther, and the results would be as,good or
better by workingno closerand down lower, makingmany short-
er cuts, but producing much handsomer grain, as detnonstrated
in the foregoing. Besides, it should be Lorne in mind, that
these rewuits may be materially enhanced by working at the
start.  Cutting low, helow the ground, means a longer butt
cut, always the best of these hard wood tress, and, in con-
nection with the upper cuts, limbs and benas can often be
worked into much better advantage than after the main logs
are cut.

\What is true regarding valuable lumber, applies with all its
force, only 1n 2 madified form, to all varieties of timber.  Any
stump that shows unbroken soundness on the top represents a
waste in proportion (o its height.  The peenliar construction
of tools, and the aature of the average tree renders it nearly
as easy and much minre profitable to cut off at the very bottom,
and there is no reason why the long, straight limbs should not
all be worked ap into merchantable goods, and that, too, at a
fair profit to producer and consumer.—Exchange.

RECIPROCITY AND THE LUMBER TRADE.

VIEWS OF A LEADING LUMBERMAN.

At the ordinary - fortnightly mecting of the Commercial
Union Club of Toronto, Professor Goldwin Smith presiding,
the subject of ** the cffect of Reciprocity on the Lumber Trade
of Canada” was discussed.  Much snterest was given to the pro-
ceedings owing to the presence of a large number of mber-
men, who aere in the city attending the annual meeting of the
Ontario Lumbzrmen’s Association, some of whom took part in
the interedting discussion.

Mr. A, H. Campbell was the fiest speaher.  Inintroducing
Mr. Campbell to the meeting the Chairman said he observed

anumber of gentlemen preseat from outside Toronto who

1t will thus Le seen how largely the new table favars the |
new goverament at the evpense of the lumbennen and how

the latter are totally at the mercy of the former.

Statisticians have proven that the primitive forest, Iefore
touched by the lumbermen, show< less than ten per cent., of
actual money producing wealth.  Think of a loss of over nirety
per cent. in cuning and sawing befure ecunomic values are
reached.  The wanton wade of lumber is often one of the
striking features of the camps.  In California it 1s stillaworse ;
only the larzest of trees are cut.  Those measusing less than
two feet in diameter are rarely touch=d hut ta ring and sub-
sequently burn,  In this country, even with the rare and valu-
able roots, we leas: a large unsightly stump, often the most
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. were not members of theclub. He would take the oppurtanuy
of assuring them that, notwithstanding what they might see |

in party journals to the contrary, this was no party movement.
The club addressed iteelf to what i* believed to be for the in-
terest of the whole community.  Its members belong 1o both
politcal parties:  Mr. Campbell who was to address them,
was a Conservative.

Mr. Campbell then spoke.  Ile said that when the present
agitation fur anrestricted reciprocity with the United States
cominenced, the ULenefits which would accruc to the lumber
trade were so great and so manifest, that he feared his judg-
ment might be warped by selfish considersuons, and that
what might be good for him personally might be detrimental
to the interests of the country at large. A full consideration
of the circumstances and of the varous interests and ndus-
teies which would be aflected convinced him, however, that
all the important interests, including farming, mining, stock-
mising, with the fishing and carrying trade of Canada, would

y having a population of sixty millions, and consequently that
this movement, he felt, was in the general interests of the
whole country, Amongst the most important of our industrics

| Was that of lumber.  From the lofty tree growing in the dis

| tant forest to the finished board manufactured for the varied
| uses of commerce, it employed the labor of a large number of
| men and horses, and proviled the means of living to many

y fanulies in the country.

port trade from Canada to the United States for 1887, but in

1885 it valued $9,355,736; in 1886, $8,545,506, and taking

the value for 1887 to be not lees than that for 1856, they

would have a sum of money far exceeding $26,000,000 in
three years.  Of that sum about $5,289,308 was paid into the
| United States treasury in duties, and very nearly the whole of
that money would be saved 1o this country had there been
unrestricted reciprocity.  Another way in which lumbermen
would benefit by Commercial Union was that they could ex-
port dressed instead of rough lumber, and by the difference in
weight reduce the freight.  \When the reciprocity treaty exist.
ed they had good trade with the States, The year 1866 was
pethaps the most prosperous year lumbermen ever experienc-
ed in Canada.  Since the abrogation of the reciprocity treaty
he pad over $350,000 for duty on exported lumber, and he
was not a very large operator. The great want in this country
now was a market, What made the National Policy a nationat
failure was the want ofa market.  Under the National Policy
instead of chimney stacks marking the country the mills were
reducing labor or wages.  High protection ever meant over-
production, and ovzr-production ncant failures, ruin and
distress.  Commercial Union, or, as he preferred to call it,
reciprocity, meant the opening of a market for our products.

* Canada for the Canadians” was a great cry at one time, but

it scemed to him to have ended as they might have expected,

viz., Canadians were living upon each other. Why did Eng-
land Colonize but to find a market. Why were France,

Germany, etc., 5o anxious to get colonies but in order to have

an outlet for their goods. Commercial Union would give them

the large market which they needed. Not only would lumber-
men be benefitted ; the good cffect would reach almost all
classes of manufacturcrs and the farmers.  American capital
would flow into the country and the country would prosper -

What made Maine such a large manufacturing country but

that they had a market of 60,000,000 people. He believed

our manufacturers were as good business men and more
economical than those on the other side of the houndry line.

. Speaking generally, he was of opinion that about 800,000,000

; fect of lumber were cut 1n Ontario yearly, and only one-third

{ ofthat quantity was used in Canada.

Mr. Gordon \Waldron asked whether alarger marketrand the
investment of more capital would not have the effect of deplet-
ing our forests too rapidly ?

Mr. Camplxll, in reply, said the greater the demand the
more vajuable would lumber become, and consequently the
greater would be the care to preserve it from fire and destruc-
tion. The cry that the ceuntry wonld be denuded of timber
was a fallacy. Young trees were always growing, and thinning
" the forests would facilitaie the growth of trees.

Mr. James Pearson pointcil out that the increase in the value
of lamber, consequent on Commercial Union, would increase
the selling value of the limits, and thereby increase the public
revenue derived from the sales of timber limits,

Mr. Geo. Kerr, Jr., suggested that the Government
should begin at once to plant large areas of land with young
trees. .

Mr. Thomas Conlon, of Welland, said the inland marine
was for the past few years fast disappearing from the lakes.
This was a very serious matter, and onc reason for it was
found in thé fact that vessels trading with American ports
had often to return without a cargo.  Boats took lumber from
the Georgian Bay to Chicago, and because of the interpretation
put on the American coasting laws they could not load with
" wheat from Chicago to Boston z/a Collingwood because both
Chicago and Boston were American ports.  Canadian vessels
were not allowed to trade between American ports. There were
minerals, copper, granite and marble, which would be develop-
ed. Commercial Union was of vital importance to the marine
inteiests as well asto the lambering interests.

Capt. Wm, Hall, a lamze vessel-owner, and one of the Vice-
Prciidents of the Commercial Union Club, endorsed what had
fallen from the previous speaker, and gave an interesting ac-
count of his own experience and observations in connection
with theintand maring trade of Canada.  Yic keenly regrevied
the circumstances which had long depressed the shipping trade
of the country and the disabilities under which otvners ¢f
vessels engaged in the coasting trade found themselves in con-
sequence of the restrictionist policy pursued by the govern.
ment.  He closed by warmly endorsing the Commercial Union
movement and predicting its ultimate triumph.
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He had riot the statistics for the ex. «



