
THE CRITIC.

he bad readily made up his mind ne ta the tacts in the case. He (cil sure
that Lcary andc somc of the Ccltic members of hie company had determined
ta go down toi Dunraven and Ilhave it outil with the hated I3ritons who had
so affrontcd and abuscd theni the night of Pcrry's visit. They knew they
couic! not Cet their horses by fair mens, for Gwynne was ahove suspicion.
He was Engish, too, and striving to shield his countrymen from the throat-
cried vengeance. They therefore dctormined, in collusion witb Kelly, ta
lure him outside the stables, bind audc gag him, Cet their horscs, having once
rifled Gwynne of the kcys, ride down ta thc ranch, and, after having a 1Dan-
nybrook Fair on the premiees, got back ta Rossiter in time for reveille and
stables. No sentries ivere postcd in sucli a way as to interfere witb tbem,
and thc plan was fcasible enough but for one thing. Gwysine iac! tirade
mast gallant and spiritcd reaistance, had fought tho wholc gang like a tiger,
and they had boen unablo ta overpower him before the noise had attracted
the attention of the sergoant of tbe guard and some of the mon ini quarters.
An effort, of course, was made ta show that the assaulting party were fram
without, but il was lucilie, and Stryker's keen cross- que stioning aruong the
men bad convinccd tbem that ho kncw ail abou~t the malter. There was
only onie conclusion, tberefre,-that Gwynne must have Ilgiven thcmn away"
as the troopers expresscd it. Despite the fact that he had, been assaulted
andc badly beaten, this was somothing tbat fcw couic! overiook, and the
latent joalousy against the Il cockney sergeant" biszcd int a feeling of depl
resentiment. Garrison sympathy 'vas with Leary and bis feilows : iley iac!
simpiy donc their best ta wipc out a brutal insui, ta their ofilcor and their
regimont, aed they would have succoeded, too, but foi the interferencc and
stubborn resistance of ibis bumptiaus Englishman. It arraycd ail the rank
and file of the -th for the defence, and thero 'vas cvery prospect that whcn
the court convencd- and thcy well know it would be ordercd- thore would
be some Il tall awearing."

Tbursday came, and Sergeant Gwynne returned ta ligbt duty, though
his face was still bruised and discolorcd and lie wore a patcli over one cye.
Hc resumed charge of the stables in the atrnoon, allter a brief conversation
witîhbis captain, and was superintcnding the issue of forage, whcin Ferry
éntered ta inspect the stalis of bis platoon. Nolan wvas beiug led out by his
groom at the moment, and prickcd up bis taperiDg cars lit siglit of bis nias.
ter and tbrust bis lean muzzle ta receîve the caress of the band lie kncw; so
weii. Ferry stoppcd him and carcfully and critically examined his kinces,
feeling down ta the fetiocks with ilearching fingers for the faintest symptom
of knot or swelling in the tendons tbat lîad piayed their part so thoroughly
in the drama of Monday. Satisficd, apparently, he rose and bestowed a few
bearty pals on the glossy rieck and shoulder, and then was surpriscd la find
the stable.sergcant standing closo beside bimn and regarding bath lîim and
the horse with an expression tbat arrestod Perry's attention at once.

"lFeeling ai right again, sergeant ?" hie asked, thinking ta caîl the non-
commissioned officer ta his senses.

"Almost, sir. I'm a trile stiff yet. Anything wrong with ?Jolan, sir ?"
"Nothing. I gave bina rathler a siff rosi the other day,-had ta risk the

prairic.dog holes,-and, îhough 1 felt no jar then, V've watched carefülly
ever since ta sec that he ivas not îvrenched. 1 wish you wauld kepl an oye
on himt taa, 'vilI you ?"

There ivas no asiwer. Ferty bac! been iooking over Nolani's haunches
as bie spoke, and once more turned toi the sergeant. To bis astonishment,
(3wynne's tips 'vere twitching and quivering, his bands> ordinarily lield in
the rigid pose of the English scrvic,-extcnded along the thigh, wore
clinching and working nervously, and sonsething suspiciou8ly like a tear %vas
creeping out front under the pateb. Befote Perry could recover fromn lus
surprise, the sergeant euddenly rcgained bis self-control, hastily raised bis
banc! in salute, saying something haif articulate in repiy, and turned sharply
axay, leavisig bis lieutenant gazing after him ia much perplexity.

That night, ju8t after taitoa rall call, wbcn a littie group of officers was
gathered at the colonel's gate, they 'vere suddenly joinod by Dr. Quin, who
came fromn the direction of the stable where lie kept bis horse in roar of bis
own quarters. Colonel Braisiard greeted hisn warmly ac! inquired after bis
patient at lanraven. Evcry ane noted how grave and 8ubducd was the
tone in which the doctor answered,-

"l He is a very sick man, colonel, andc il is bard ta 8ay what will be the
resuit af this seizure."

IlYou may 'vant ta go down again, doctor, if that be the caseI-before
3ick-call îa-niorraw, I mean ; and yau had better take anc of ray horses.
I'1l tell my man toi bave anc in readiness."

IlYou art' very kind, sir. I think aId Brian 'vill do aIl the wotk needcd.
But 1 wou]W. like ta go down at reveille, as wo have no men in hospital at
aIl now. '.nd, by the way, is Mr. Perry bere ?"

II arai bore,» answereà Ferry, coldly. He wvas leasing against the
railing, rather away tram the group, Iistening intently, yet unwilling ta mccl
or hold conversation with the man he coaceived ta be so irsimical ta bis
every hope and intcrest.

IlMr. Ferry," said the doctor, plcasanîiy, and uttcriy ignoritig the cold-
ness of the young fellow's mariner, IlMr. Maitland bas askcd ta sec you
anic wauld gratify bim if yat wouid ride down in the marning."

Evon in the darkness Perry fcared Ibat ail would sec the flush Ibat
leapcd ta bis face. Summoued tai Dunraven Rar.ch, by ber father, with a
possibiiîy of seeing lier 1 It 'vas aimost toa sweet 1 too tbrilling 1 H{e could

gicno reply for a moment, aud an awkward silence fcli on the group until
hie chokingly answcred, ci1 shai be glad ta go. WVhat ie ?"

IlBetter ride down early. Neyer mmnd breakfast. M iss Maitiand 'vilI
be giad ta give you a cup of îcoffee, I fancy."

And Ferry felt as though the fonce had taken ta waltzisig. Ilc made P
no answer, striving ta regain bis compasure, and then tho talk 'vent an. It
'vas Stryker wbo wae spoaking uow .

(To bcs Coiiiiiied.)
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