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TIHE OATIIOLIC L>EIZODICA L PR~ESS.

A ]Pnporjrenid beore the Catisoli Congregs, Ilftltiiitoro. Md., Tuosday
Nov. 12. IM8, by Gcorge D. %WaifY, LL.D.

Y'our Nmn»e,.ost Zen'end and Mli/t sReverend .1 rchýbiçholpa
apsi Iiuqliol;s. i'ery l<crcreni tisil Ifrermnl IFstIîrs, Mir. 1>1resi*

denît and Gieteiirsîn

Yotir Connisttc bave lisnuîssred silo w ith thc request ta
proari a paper ast - liu Csîthlsi I>criudicasl ]?rcss," Los b
rend bofaris tisse; aselsisbiy. 1 sttunlipt tige task willissgiy, yet
withiiinsssllected dzfflduîscu fur 1 renitze its doliency snd ils
dIirsolilty, lis wval1 58 it8 imsportance.

lis t.he thouisgtt %vlticls 1 propose ta progent, 1 shall con,
fine snlyseif iilînost usstireiy tu Catiuii ion aspers, or, as
tisay issglist uisore pruperIy bo stylcd, Catholic joairissis. r-or
as, wstls but very faw v>xcoltifuîst, tisa3 ara pubiisied oniy
once ai weck, tlisir reports of current evessts u-e anticipatad
by distly nusewapers, anîd caisîsat. tiefodre, have the freshi
liss suid ssovuit'y uititaliy attaches] ta tiea word Il nowis."

lis (titi cossfilssssg dit> ticap)u s>f îny intassded rcsuîsrks9, two
wcosedersitiuns itssîlu>îscs issu. lis tige iirst place, conoidering

tihe ssecutisanl> reutrictud limita s 8regards tingea snd spaca, of
thii; papor, 1 doa nat thini I ]lave iiuisiniterprctcd tica inten-
tion of yuur casnsîitcu~. Sucuitlii*j, tiî ussiber of (1 îthoiie
jarloicisisi tisst tire puiisied quarter!)' or snontiliy, is cousi
parativiy Binsail. M.Norcover, theo il; rcason te believa tisat
thay sîsoru closul) approxisuiato the Mdent of a truly Catholie

r Wiudcal tissus au Cittisuliu %%eklijirsais, and are, therefore,
caopen to criticisrn.
Of thea jiiusîsses ltuuvr fif tise prcss, ansd msore partictularly

of the netvspaîîcr prcsi, iii the Unitedl States, il. is noeiŽlcess
to speisk. To dilate tipois il, %wuttltlonly bc ta repeIc kiîeknw-
icdged truisîsis. Tisa issues of tihe newspaper press jlénetrate
i site e oir-, îiiagu nusd lI4ansict and faiiiiIy l) 'sur vast coûsussry.
Thoîr statuiticuniLs and t.\lerLasions of opinsion are rond witIî
avidity, andl affect, for gooti or for ovil, alitiost overy eite,

p)oNNrfttlly- iilisssitissleig his tisouiglîts, fe.elinsgs alld actinuis.
Tisoy ara mîade tihe subject of conîstant conversation and coin-
tuenst , lire a ucid assss)ct ta the few whio, in Luis ag0
and cousntry, arc tsaial ta rcad, or to rend vitis fncilitys and
thus Lilas inis>sld tie aîiuiosî and, clîsracter eveia of tihe juliL-
orale. lis bisrt, tisa press, and pnrticsslarly fise isewspaper
press, 18 to.day tige migistiest isun instruîuesstality tlsit

miss cati ciia>o. Its paner, immencîse andîs far reaclsiîg, lias
i>oess rocognizeil andi etiplisaticaliv reforrms ta by Sovereigsi
I>antsffs of tisa Clisrci, cspeciali by our latte Hnly Fatiser,

Pluiss IX., asd b> isis sinceessir, Le XIII Speainug of liow
tIhe poivar of tiha press ibas becis pervertesi ta wrong endis and

eîîauclb> tu adiersaries of true religion to inîsiign tise
Obstircis, andi esp;eciniiy thse Ilaiy Sec, our Sovereigin Pontilt,

Leu> XIII., ss] ta a deputistion el' Cstiolicjourssalists, -whirs
lia raceived an F-cbriary 28rd, 1870

'-A portion %Nuilt isat deviate far fruis tist- trutis sere lie
Lo riscriiao tl.2, def-isîgi of evils au]3 tise usiserabie condition of
tia tiines tu tisa wich-edsses.9 of tise press."

But sus evar>% iustrusnsetaliiy tisat men c aus invent or dis-
caver sa pau erfîsi for evii aniy wviies it is unisdlirècted, nsisused,
and jservarted, sa, Loo, it, is equsalv or more powerfui for good
iseni it is rightiv directesi or rigistiy empioyed]. Thsis trut>

our lily ratlier deciares ins tihe saine address froin whici tie
faregoing qnlotation is uiadle. Hie says

Il Wit-rofore, since custosu lins usadi, iiewqlapCrsn siecossity,
Catiiolic writors for ticin slsould labouirpîrinripaiiy to appiy
te tise saivatian suf society snd tise defeiica of tise Cissrcis,
tisst tnhielàis us ssed by tise eiemy for thse destruction bath of
tise oue ansd tisa Llier.-

It woscil bc impossible ta describa inu fower woad and witli
greater cieariscss tise truc msission of tise Catiolie press, or to
8110% tise noble ands exaited ends it slsonl strive tes subsarve

"-rIsTh saivustiosu of saeiety and tise ipftinea of ti )isur)is."
0f tiso setivities and imnsese powver of tise agaucies that ara

wvorking for tise destructionu of sociaty, andi, wver il, possible,
of tise Clisurci aiso, lsa ohsqprviiug inud tliauglitfi mmnd caîs
doîsbt. Thse geiscrai treuil of opinion, ontaille af tise Catsolic
Cisur -i ini Europe, and il is rispidly berouning so in tisis covsu-
try, is in tbis direction. Hnstility tea titsdority bath in ('.iurch
and State. IlTisa nsajesty of tise sw Il lisas nlinost beconse
an obsolete- phrasa. Iu tis a ine of liberty taise notions are
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disseunted, whiclu, ciried ouît ta tiseir logical conclusions,
ara destructive alika of civil arder andi of roligiosn.

Iu Europe inifidais and atliaists, iniscailesi Liborais, diflar-
isug arnosug Lhienselves as regards tiseir respective notions
and thecosies, 3'et uîîitod by force of a cosuns iatresi of ru-
iliion alld of ssii trîse legitisuatil utiiority, wliatises: in tiha
C irais or tisa Stato, nssr tisa preteuca of coîscarn for bu-
nman rigis and liberty, ara seizissg and holding tise reinss of
political poswer, asnd tyrasinze over peupla of wlsiols nuiasuri-
csily tisey foi-n bsîtja aitait part. lis thesassfliberty ard
ai popular governmeut tisey ara striviisg ta subvert tise futidda
muental pisisciples of social andss civil ai-dur, as ta establisi a'
socisilistie bureaucratie despotisiu lsmier wiih tisa individisai
wossld bo reduccd ta an snsigiicast atons, a sue autoinatasi
dstituto of ail rai vaoii tis lg authicatic cvisîsunssusc, in
wissch persosual rîglits anud truc freuldoiu, roligiauis, civil, cdu-
cattaîsii ansd ussdustrsil oveiula bu impossible. lIn tisaue
o! fi-e eduicatiou iL le souiglit ta impose 011 tha public a systenu
ai edlucation fri-an -winhss freedoin of rolitziots education siali
bc oxclssdcd. lIn tisa nainse of religiosus freediî it le euugii
ta rab r'eligionu of ts divine clumsts snd sanuctionis, ta citiar
exelida ilt astsroiy frosu pubiec recognsitions or uisu usaka il. a
subject tisat lias its founidatiolis iis tisa Stittu or inlsIsususa
opiniaon las regîsiatesi by tisa Stata, andi tîsus ta deprivol tisa
Cissrcs sudt uts inesrsboraisp of ail ruai, true freedons, by i-itah-
sng tIhe <lsutrah eubordsssto ta tisa Stata, in fileL, a mare de-
partunesut, or bureau of tihe Stata.

Titso ideas, alike faise assd destructive of ruigious faiLli,
of tihe truc prîssoîplas af snoraity, civil liberty anud social
order, arc rapidly isding oxpressionu on this aide of tihe Atla--
tic as Wivl as ii Europe. i'hss>y pervado muets o! aur popu-
Jai- literatura. Sane o! aur iuast popular mnag-azines9 snd
inost wvsdeiy circuistesi zisawspspers ara coîsstasstly psuttilig
thoa forth under every, possible farîn. It is tisis perniciaus
literatuire tissut foi-sis tisi slaiy isabulisis af a large part of tise
people o! tise Unitedi States. It entera ista and affects theur
inteliectuai ansd moral davelopuseit as certainiy and vitaliy as
tisa food tiîoy eat entera lisute Liseir bodies snd affects tiueur
pisysical iseaiti and streîsgtis.

IL us of tise utuxast importansce, tiserciore, ta tica interests
o! religion and tise wai!areo our country tisat aur Catiiolic
literatura presesst, as aur Moly Fatlher Lea XII1. lsas dcclared
iL eati sud sisouisi preomut, tise antidote of tisa pestilential lit-
ci-ativre te wisch we havwe juigt referred. And in ne aLlier
faris i n tisat antidote bu so sffctiveiy presented ns ini tiint
o! vigorous, ably cauductedl ncwspapers pcrvaded by a trisly
Catisahse spirit. Wh1etther it bu regisrded as. sometising ta bo
rejoiced rit or te ble doprecatesi, ut ie iievertlsies8 a fact tisat
tise rapidity- a! movausant tisat cisaracterizes aur tige in otiser
respects aiso cîsaracterizes iL as reg-ards iLs intellectual andi
moral udeas sud action. Rence, ta praperly influence tisa
public mussd upoii subjeets in wisici iL is interestei, naws-
papiers from a conveniauce, hava become a necessity. Very

sny of aur nan-Catsoia nowspaperil whiich liouestiy intesd,
ta bo fair and impartial sis their discussionis of subjects bear-
ing upon tihe çatisoise religion, naevertheless arc tir.cossscionsly
perradesi by asi ants-Catlloho animus. To cauntersot tlsaîr
influence iu tis respect ilis ahl-important that tisere sisuld be
a vigorousiy, inteiiigently ana sbiy canducted Osîtholie news-
paper press.

Tiera is onc other ressors that wue will mention, IL ie a
reasou wlsici comes directly homeo te ever>-oue who svisiies te
be a faîtlîfu!, devout, and consistent Catisolie sud ta train bis
ciildi-en in hîke usanuar. WVa reler to tihe obligations of
Catisolics whIo valua thau- own soeuls andi tise souis or tise
aisilsiren God lias given tisen and wisose seuls Ha will reqssi-a
lit thisai bauds, tu guard lhernseives sud ta gisard Lbal- cisild-

x-en agninst tise suibtie anud persuicioits influence of readuusg
tisatwsill iijuriotsiy affect tiai- spiritual svehfara.

Tisera aira, in fact, faw non-Catholc, secular nonw8pspers,
wiiich clau ba rend sndsscrsnusnately by Catholies svitluout their

inurisug tlessuselves spî-itually aud iuivol,.iisg thsemsselves ini
tisa Sin o! disollayissg tisa precept ta abstain frorn wliatover
brsusgs us into cassspansonshis with impurity (ietiser in
thouglut or 'word or deed), or Lisaât teslds to weaken failli, de.
votion, the spirit o! filsai obedlierice, or reveresuca for lsoîy
tings. Very niany Cathohies tluiuk, or set as if tbecy tbink,
tisat they are st liberty ta read new'spapers wbich notoriously
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