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Standing Armies.

It i. au indisputabie tact, wlhel AI
thoughtfui observera oainnot fait ta note
thal. the surest falifier or ail doctrines iý
tinte. ise thieores wliich govern the poli.
htca or social lite of one generation are> sol
dom sustained iili equal vigour by tht'
,whichi suéceeds it,. and. are ofien uncoe
mi6niôusly violated or abjurcd by. lis sua
cessors. Thé England ut to.dity, in int
ever aspeot it bo regarded, la no more oin.
parable with the Etiglind or thte past cea
tury thaxi the prévalent French "idett" ii
identicai with that et 1789. It cannai bc
said that either civilisation or onligliten-
ruent 18 accoutable for tho ahltting scenot
ot evcry age, inesniuch as ln many sensei
we are 'ô%ers rather than gaincrs by ohingc
and both ' %ose inùtuencés aire currently boe-
lieved to be tavourable te absoluicprogresq
The simple truth la tlint the governing prie
ciple aftour existence consista in Mie acconi.
pidation oftour thec, eb ta the exigencies
t the hour, and that thosé exigences ar,

creatcd by the vaîrying phases ot humar
thiouu,,and thé restiesa impulses ot humin
ambition. Thé currrent. doctrine ta tai
whioh subsérve's the current itîterest. T(ht
standard by which ie judgA men and thingi
ia with individu& isl rein ly, aend iiti natione
neyer, that ot na unbiassed judgment ani
hcoce it is Iliat statesmoer. Whoso preSCience
is liat one whit case keen thnn that ot theit
predecessors, are ta bie found in evory lige,
subordiniîîing ail abstrant concsideratns cf
the lîighJit. good te the turtîterance et pro
jeots which ambition may dictate or populai
clameur mny demianri.

'rbe statesmen wlio ine tlîereign of Wlliam
MI. denounced standing nalnes ais menncE
te the libeeties of tIti' p ople,1 îih a pres.
tency ot iteration whici 1cr A Lia secured
!te ends, baive ilubties j received more cred,
it for the slncerity of î.îeir professions tiian
they could justly dlaint, seeing Vint their
policy wau fraught witb danger te the cousi
try ln succeeding-wars. The tyrannical pîro-
tensions of Jame& IL., to wlom aur perman -
ent regular Army nay lis suid zo owe its
real origin,gave possibly. somes colour te the
systein cf repression, ithougb [t is weli tb
remember that it mis the standing Army,
numbering le those days sortie 20,0100 nien
ai told, whieh hallcd thé acquittai ot thé
Bîshopa, and lu a true apirit ef lta highest
patriotisin declhned te serve ils Svereigiu
whén lho would havé empluyed it as a nicians
of aggresaian againat popular liberities.
This tact la so welt known t0 ail studenta ot
our annals, and te ail who bave traced the
bistory et aur Army up to tho present date,
thaï, It needa unc insistiajice. Tiho attack upoit
thé standing Army tuas prcmoted by the fit of
jealousy of thé Crcwvn wiîichs6ulervened atter
the final tail of the Stuarcs; but lte doc-
trine propounded.wàs de3tiaed tW he aped.
ily ta'aitied. l'or tho force whiob la the early
daya of the Hanoverian dynasty renewed its
existence at a minimum et 17,000 muen. hlis
attained its present ample proportions with
eut danger .te the national iiberhî.es. 'lho
interested ouhcry against a standing Army
raised by the Whg politicians wbech throug.
ed tiié Court et William MI., and irgely
echoed by the Tories, wais, thoretoe, aup-
pertd by pleas whicb err con troverted by
the experiencé aiready obtiiîned tuhen the
Army was absoiutcly under the Grown. and
whicb liave neyer received a shadoiw oevi.
dence <rom succeeding events. Thé tact la
tint in Englaud a standing Army, whlîtever
niay ho ils instincts. can nover be a mniace
to popular liberty, because neither the. Sov.
areiga i2or.tb. Third Ettate bas absolute

latid uuidlvided controt ever it, and bécausé
betha hhose powrr can neyer hé alled

1 against thé pecopie. An Araiy %viai drames
ilst susienance front te nommons la natural.

a ly dépendant for lis very existence upon a
-Paîriamonlary vote, endi tiis conditIon,
* unitod te lis raliégianceho lis -8ov*ereign,

tL 1 indi it te ball Crotyn ihd Varliament.1
Nothhtg cat mre stimhl.ahé thé patritîsa
fur tuhici, aur tronpi, are deservédly tanied
t- ihn litis dunlity ai direct aed indirect aléa.

-giance. ow(ng te tié censciousness whlài 1
inspires eft hair contploté,identiiy %rille 'thé

i people. ccii ncthing, thérétore, oaa hé more
) coîîducivo ho its lojaily la thé papular
- cause.

el'tèore ia a iiboriy, hotuever, te whlch a
e stantding Army,as the Europe et 18744ander-
estands lte designullon, ia disastrouty i.

chtaien], but ram which Eegaasd bas nover
been sovered, Civil liberty ha a cause iriilcb,
in tebtis country, la identified whth many

*naines lit will net readiîy hés tergottén,
i tand, desitito thé contagions eoxamples et

au rround ig nations,. h la a caeiýe'wlliah bev.
t iîtg decnriy emaied 'wé altaîl flot lgItly

abandon ;yot c4opile civil liberty co
noyer éxisi witere, à standing Army la thé

> croatian et anythima but a voluntary syt
i hem,. Ie those days contagion ha se mapid
i ie its flight, and thé annexalion cf succeas-
1 fui ida se tueoughtessly induîged in, tits.
i out regard ta their adaptai iiity, that they
rare but indafl'rent patriote voie négleot tb
*caution ltae popular approltensions agaimat
scitimes whitso isir-'.hicity la oniy equalîed
by ltheir danger, Yhera is a séductiveneas

*about compuisory service wiioh ia cpi ta
allure ttacua wla,amidist thé diffi.culties its
%vliai Arîtuy recrutiintC la aurrounded,raiglit

ilavor ita adoption. MV have said liai thé
*govemning lnincipI9* of existence consista ini
the accommonudation et théories te thé ex-
igencies et te heur. Cornputiaory xervice,
as tée menais to a standing Army ot dictin.
sionsequai ho the exigencies wtoc amubition
ia cteaîted, la just stîci a theory. IL la,
ne'iertheies, ne( eniy a gigantia retrogres-
rive but ai pemnictous elaboraion of a sya
hemn long obsolpté amnongsi ourselieý. for
ivhten eGisry muai ivas liablé La solive chers
tuas no standing Armsy, and tuliahever athér
causes ay havé )perated te the intriege.
mènt cf civil liberty, thé creation et a cotes
sal torce, pet taneittly distranehised, s0 te
speakc, ot Itat its riglits vriticut ils osan con-
sent, tuas notnmongsîtheni. Vmhttéalight,
enniênt long aga condémned, eiiten.
ment (for ne ether tern can bé alloed)
has revaved, but te glameur vhich auéceas
lin: ecisteverihabroid muainc' blind us te
ils évils. A mnri who lai compied Le tigii,
whtéthet lie ivill or net, and to abandon bis
protescisien or trade tcr a terni of'service,
uatder the colours je violence.t te predi.
lecins and interests, isa nat le thé enjoy-
ment ot personal liberty. Simianly, a man
tuhoîs vientiysuhjeëted tohlaws othertian
thase exhich govern. civil lite, la Übtin the
poassession et civil liberty. In Lù.xglànd a
culaîn entera to nrmy because heilovés thé
profession. Hé bis a frnée agent, and what
éver lae m'msy surrender le excimege fer tîtat
pîroession, hé surreedera gtady et his etc
chiaice, for in thé alrmy as elaewiere, no
îhing la estemd a bass whiich in forfeiîed as
the pi ice -)f ebtaimieg an objoe more doariy
prized. I la verydoubîtfuil tuhher for pur'
poses ot aggress'oe a standing Arcny,tormud
of mluctant elements, la nu eW5cient tnstru-
ment. Ai men tutu fight for their homnes.
t wta thte cry et French dcsigra ujon

(3erm:îny wviich gave lte necessary sîiatul us
ta thé Guemme invasion et France. lu istha
exooptiotial miitary instinct ef the French

péoiple which enable Iheex ln former times
so unite onscription and ocquest. In
more remote limes, the pitriotism, or the

rompting ofe cupidity, havé aiways bera
ound indispensable inoenises Le thé

.exeon o atmies oonstituted.by, meaus et
oùtordéd service. NWe foel wali ahisuredýtbat
A, systeni et coeipul&ory àerihêe wicîuld not
have producd theamleis wbioia cr,ie<I the
lniisi coîcurs tramà tlseGanges toUthe Puil.

,jah, and Ironi Vimiéra te Waterloo; for il;
muet be remembered that Eng[ihfuen are
mure ieterlirant of compuilon thae any
pebple an théefMce et the globe.

Thé dilflotty et reorultlng aur Army ln-
veste thsé'onsideritions witb puculiar inter.
est, as il la ini tIse expédient ef' a standing
army formed-aftr the continentaisaystêm
that ddctrinair*s amongst ourneéiret bave
pretended ta disrever thé réaalètsoaluton.
Muci as IL la thé oustora te &Peakc sîighling.
iY or our Army, we xike bold- eafin
that, natwithstsnding ail obstacles, IL

enmr than a -respectable teatiineny
.t teofficiency of thé voluntary sys.

teom. Thème la a biait habit iahs le
becoming oommon.whth Engl ish men otridi.
cutiag cour awa resources and absurdly
ever estîmating these oftour nelgbboru. Ta
iedulge; in jermimadi aver aur incapaoity te
place titi7 lhousand1 mon ln liné at amy
point Ot thé empire, and te -point ait thé
saine limé e tise11 mutes et ceetînéntal
troops, la only te show, -mci the sit'lftesor
ouri rmy but rathereunstrénghh la dissipai.
édt over a froc ther..oempared, wUih wih.
thatof the largeai military Power ce thé
coutinent, Russjiaexoepted, is pitlabiy air-
oumsorîbied. bleasured-by thé exteatiot thé
dominions it la raised le pmoteci, t moty hé

rconceded tut our Açmy is amil, but n.
thing short cf révolution. would -precedé,
eiîher ie Eugiamd -or elsewhere, compuisorY
.emtistmeîît for io3g fereign service ai attabla
chamacter ae Engiish troops are r.quered.
undertake. Thé numemical strength obtaih.
éd .hy..ccmnpulsion ii theretore. nuLtà be
oempared waîh hhatcreàted usideravÔlium-
tary systin whieh la éxposeclte difl'eret
conditions; and, these circeexsianees cen-
aidéred, IL inuet appee.that, wailit àonijihi.
sioii as fipplied to fcréiginanid tiôpiai. mer.
vhs. would.hé wholly impiactioableie atius
as with others, thé voluniaryprinoiple prs
duces an aggregate whîch, ift.belw thé col.
assai figures that have aprumg-into.tashloe
wvihhin Mie lait décade. isa stilt formidable,
and, as tar as experiencJ goes, adéquate le
our. wants.

Thé abnemai groxvth of this armiés of
Europe, with'Lhe co6nséquent dôpresscJe'f
civril and personil liberty, hbas ?oundi mnany
admirera ie that very clama at pelitiàidWs
whoae predeceasors weme the loudéat ie their
ciamour against, Lié, principle et stan'ding
armses at thé beginniug cf tili' iighieeeth
century. not beowuse thé systeni bai cani-
méndéd itseIt ai morè te their ftstidicets
tantes, but beciuse Ihle resultvt3tie syJ-
téni happe te have prcved tavourable te
their vietvs. F~romnt thé fulsome teddlàticin
wic bas been affered te thé mont autocess,
fui et mocdéra armies -bas sprueg Lté usuil
antîtiejea; and thé British Arcny te ào* bar-

ied by two eppo «sing parties. one otwhom
wouid improve it. awaY akogtber by-the àp
plîcation cf empiricai schisiges ôt rétori
evheroby, as théy béliéve, it Would â1taie;
thé higliest standard et efficlency, wbilst
thé other treulit abolilh i as a*barriié ha
thé miléeniumetfuuiversai peaue. 'Bàtwe
tte extrêmnes, as hn .very euhér e ese, liiu
thé mean et satety. thougi abolition htutelt
wéré bétter ihan théý noutruims.Wli è>Côh
e.nthuiait f4r referzs Id so .sg.r te-dàIal
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