PHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

{Ocr¢oer 28, 1873.

occasion to rofer to tho performances of the
‘istenm sappers” at Chatham. It appears
two of these aronow to bo sent out. Thero
seems no reason why they should not be
ablo to travel in tho country: there is no
ariillory to firo ut them ; thoy are prosided
with chunges of wheels and can go on soft
ground, or with pogs i their tires up
very deop slopes, and they ave not liable to
suffer from fover. The greatest objection
wo seo to them is that their width s not
in koeping with the vest of the train.  From
momory we aro not able to say what advan
tage the trench steam engino now in uso at
Chatham has in narrownass of track, clse wo
should have thought that modification of
that enginoe might have Leen found prefera
blo to the ¥ stoamy sappers.”

“About 2,000 raulway sleepers, roughly
sawn deals tarred over, huve been made by
tho workmen in the Royal Arsenal Wool-
wich, and were on the wharf ready for
shipment at the beginning of the week,
but they will, it is undevstood, wait for the
next ship.” These sleepers will be lald
transversely in thue usunl way, and not longi-
tudinally, as at first expected, the latter plan
being regarded as bad except whero there is
firm foundation. It is thought that the
iino of rais will bo laid about forty miles
from tho point of debarcation, whother it
be Cape Coast Castle, Accya, or some place
in the Voltn, according to the selection of
Majer-General Sir Garnet Wolsely, the Com
mander-in-Chief of the Expedition.

*t The War Office having called for Volua-
teers from the corps of tho Royal Engineeors
tolay the railway, more than fifty at onceo
came foward to offer thew services. Six of
them were sclected and sent onto Liverpool,
and another six were sent to Woolwich, from
the School of Military Engineering at Chat-
ham for conveyance in the King Bonny.
They were clothed in the pew uniform
adapted for the expedition, a tunic and
trousers of the Elcho groy tweed, and
paiters, in which they much resemble the
London Scottish Volunteers. They also
wore the new pattern helmet designed for
the service by an officer at the Army Cloth.
ing Depot at Pimlico, mainly composed of
cork andcanvas. ‘The helmet weighs a trifle
over six ounces, and is provided iwith an
inner isolated zone to fit tho head outside
of which there isa space for ventilation—an
object further insured by a pesforation at
the top. Tho wholo of the British troops
employed in the expedition will be provi-
ded with this outfit and puggarees and cap
covers of white linen, padded with wadding,
to protect the head and neck. They will
' we no fatigue cap except their siva regi-
mental one, which they may wear at
pleasura, but every man will have two suits
of clothing. The tunic introduces a novelty
into the army in the shape of outside
pockets, of which there aro three. one on
each bip and one on the left breast, wide,
deep and strong. The garment fits loosely
about the neck and chest, is confined at the
waist by a belt of its own material. Thero
is no stiffness in the collar, and it is
altogether a comfortable and serviceable
dress. ‘The soldiers who have Leen fitted
with it highly sppreciate it, and cspecially
praise tho pockets.

“On ‘Tuesday ajhundred leathetn bags, to
contain from J0lbs. to 20lbs. of gunpowder,
for bursting gates and blowing upstockades,
were shipped in the Bonny, inanticipation of
rough sort of warfare which may be expect.-
ed from the Ashantees,and the 1ude taclics
which cven in modern times have been
servicableat Delhi, Magdalr, andamong the
Mnories in New Zeatand. Rockets, alco
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has begun.  The news brought by the Congo,
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which, from thewr imporfect range and
accuracy aro littlo esteemed in wars among
civilized nations,aresent in great abundance,
tho consternation wiich similor missiles
crented among Xing Theodoro's half savago
troops, bLeing regarded ns wmminly instru-
mer:tal i achioving the triumph ofthe Abys-
sininn  expedition A great number of
Hales® rockets,which are fivod without sticks,
aro bewng sent out in the ship which is
about to siil from Woolwich, When fired
from a tubo or trough, they preserve thete
pivot upon their longer axls by jets of fire
which escapo from holes which suicound the
base and cause themjto rotute, and, when
they are spent, n shell in the head explades,
completing the havoo which their fiery flight

which i3 the flemny’s sister ship, ol the
healthy state ot the Gold Corast, liis Leen
recewved with mueh satisfaction Ly the crow
and the troops who are going out. ‘The
non-commissioned  oflicors of the Hoyal
Engineers who embarked on Monday linding
thoy ¢ould not have a five on Loard to cook
their monls, Lecatso the vessel was shipping
ammuntition, weig permilted to go on shinre
again, and wero messed at tho Royal Engi-
neer Barracks,in Woolwich, until they could
takoe possession of their berths. Previous
to leaving the Royal Arseual they were photo-
graphed in their Afvican outfit,«t tho chemio
al establishment. Theirouthy iaclurles a pint
water bottls (cased in wood), and seveval
haye provided themselves with pocket (ilters,
for fear that they might find thaso articles
at o premium on the coast. ‘I'he officers
who hiave gone have had contrivad for them
a sort of pouch for the waist Lelt, containing
a knaif, fork, spoon, and other necessavies,
the outside case of which forms n drinking
flask. Tho Ureechloading revolver which
most of them wear attached to tho wiust-
belt will carry a half ounce bullet with force
enough to kill at sixty yards, and they oan
be loaded and fired at the rato ot forty
rounds per minute. Cantoens, or drinking
flasks, with straps for the shoulder, werc
sent on board tho Bonny yesterday a'ter
ncon to the number of a least five thousand,
and took up all the room there asleft in
the main hatch, A portionofthe “pickled™
sleepers for the rmlway was also got on
board, and the Engineers when they arrive
at their destination will tind all the marterials
and tools ready to begin their work, They
have with them bydraulic jicks and patent
lifts, and . cliest ot gimlets, each half an
inch thick and wwo feet Jong, presumed to
bo for the samo service. Lt isn noteworthy,
though perhaps an acculental, circumstance
that ull the men i the engineer squad aro
unmariied. ‘Twelve more ovens, or rather
the iron plates for coustructing them, were
also shipped in the Barny. The Royal
Carriage Department has constructed, six
more carriages for Gatling guns, which are
to Le supplied by contract, and the depart-
nient has also completed two more of the
little carringes for Cohorn howitzers, In the
Royal Laboratory, men and boys are still
busy manufacturing buckshot and bullet
ammunition, and a large number of addi-
tional hands have Leen tukenon.  An order
has béen received for nine millions of ball
cartridge for the Martini Henry rifle, and
there is no deubt that this order has some
connection with the pieparations for the
Ashauteo war,

Tho name of the next ship for the Gold
Coast was not knowfi at, Woolwich yesterday
and she will probably, like the Adela, arrive
alongside the pier beforo any information is
given respecting her. Without regarding
the railway, which alone s expected to ve- |
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quiro two or threo ships for its exportation
there is still n vast quantity of stores o he
gent out for tho expedition,but threo months
have yet to clapse tefore tho date when
operations aro lhikely to commence, and
there is time, if necessary, tp despatcha
dozen maore ships. ‘T'ho nuthorities have
had undir coarilaration tha desirability of
sending out & gang of Buglish “navvies” to
lay the railways,as was done at Balaclava,but
it is thought that, under the ruperintend.
cuce of the Royal Engineers, of whom moro
are to bo sent, the Gold Conast railway can
ho Jaid down by the Gold Const natives.
‘I'lio wagons gent to Woalwich with the con.
vertiblo traction engiues nre thought 4o to
urqecessarily strong and heavy for tlfo
slender rails provided, but one containing a
water tank will probably be attached to
eazh locontotive ns tendar, aud the rest of
tho train made up of lightly built trollies,
of which a haif a dszen have been recelved
a8 n sample. The barrack-room stores
brought home from Canada on the with~
drawal of the British nrmy have been of
somo service in fitting out the present ex-
pedition, # larga number of iron stands for
barrack room tubles and oivher articles of
furnituro having been brought out from
store, und placed on the wharf ready for
shipment.  ‘The tops of thie 11bles, although
the old ones were brought home from the
Pominion, tro provided asew. Oa lhurs-
day a number of Thames watermen arrived
at Woolwich witt another fleet of surf boats
for 1andirg the ‘roops. These were built
by Forrest, of Timehouse, under a contract,
and from their <hape, their length, and their
bright yellow calony, presented anungsual
appearance on the viver. lhey aro built
with double skins, copvr fastened, and
ha7o no decks. exceptin the steny aud stern
sheets. which me precisely alike,  Stores
from the Control warehnuses at the dock-
yard and other plices uare accumulating
ready lor the next ship.

A correspomlent of the Westan Moraing

, Vews wiites as (ollows, his letter beingdatod

(*ape Coast Castle, Saturlay, Sopt, 6:

“If even Eurspeans so well acclimat zed
asmysel feel cuervated, whit wonder is it
that those who have but recently arrived at
the eosst arn so thoroughly prostrated as to
be airost unfit for duty, Of the others and
men v shore few, if any, mre really fit for
active exertion.  Sickness 1s very prevalent.
and the number who give in almost daily

increnses. ‘I'he hot damp exhalations from
the swamps and lagoons, called * the

smokes'” penetrate through the whole system
and act ns a malmis, especiaily at night.
Nor according to my cxperience, will the
dry hot season, now rapidly approaching.
Lring much improvement. Many (hiogs
miglht be had to improve the condition of
Eurvpeans, but as fancy prices are asked for
everything of this kind now the money at our
riisposnl is quite inadequate to procure them.
Lhe Simoone anchored off' the coast, doing
duty as a hospital ship. The marines on
voard—those she brought out originally—
aro reported to be farly well; the wmen
wounded in the lite affrays are recoverivg.
But Licutenant Cheetham, Royal Marine
Artillery, and seven marines aro invalided

home., Sergeant Sidebottom died on
Thursday.  Of tho officers and men brought

‘out by the Berraconta, Colonel Festing,
“Captain Daspud, Licutenant Allen, and live

men alone remiin on the coast.

The fact of chiel importance since my
last is the eatension of the blockade west

. ward from Cipo (*ost Castle to tho Assinee

Rivor, nearly 201 miles along the coast, 0
the oxtremo west of the Ashanteo territory.



