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si ands out clear and deliciaus in tic mid cf evcry one
present. Tlankful Iheapcd up the plates and filled themn
again ind Ilgain, anid whicn, front sheer exhaustion, the
hioys liad to stop), the turkey seeîncd hardly worsted by the
ecoUniter, s0 gigantic lie was !

At last it was uver. Tlîankful watched the happy coin-
pany going huitieward, Billy britging np the rear with a
basket co:Iîaining the iremaîns of the feast Long aller tbey
werc eut of sight site sat wîth folded hands, gazing after
theni. 11cer bouse was in a state of wild disorder. There
wure tinte sharp dents in the carved legs of bier dining-
mont table, wltcre hlte Jou Peters liad poundcd with bis
boots, ta express Isis dcliglit at the sight o! the etcaming
pluîn-puddisg. Joshua, her pet cat, had taken ta &%he
waa(ls, and bse kniew it would require a great deal of
dipluiiincy to bring lit back again. It had been a busy,
anxious (1lay, and she was tired fram head ta foot. But
therc was a strange warinth in Thankful's heart, and look-
ing back iupon thîc day, she ficit that it was vie pleasantest
osie site had knowsi for >'ears. She liad utterly fargattco
lier own troubles ini looking after the comfort of her awn
guests, and site was conscions of having givcn them an un-
lissual pleasîtrc.

1'lînkitil dîd tiot becar the whistîe af the inceming train
nor the lbght stcl> ons the garden walk. Same one open-d
the dloor sot tly, hesitatingly, but she did flot hear. Then
Milite kneît down besîde ber, and Millie's voice said,
treniulously:

"O 0h, Autit Thankful, I*vc beco sa homesick. Won't
you take sit back agaîni? "

And, witb \Mtllie*s arins around ber neck, Thanktul felt
that the day liad indccd been a blcssed ane.

THlE HqOMAE CIR CLE.
A NARROW ESCAPE.

FRONt TiIV FIRNC1 OF AV.LEXANDE)iR DUMAS, SEN~T UiV THE

RÉV. Att1 \ANDEI<IIG SCOTSTOWN P.O.*

The deamis of the fanions dog Sntherîand-thus
nainee1 after thte linglislnîars who had made a gift cf it
ta the Emipress Catherine Il. of Russia-nearly caused
a tragic inîlstake, iu se far as it aîmost cost the douer, a
celel)rated hianker, Isis ie. The occurrence toek place
at St. Petersburg.

One miornîng at day-brcalc, Mr. Sutherland the
gentleman who liad prcsented the dog ta the Enîpress,
and wbo was consequently a favarite with that august
pc:sanage-was snddenly awoke by Isis man-servant.

IlSir," salU the focînian, Ilyenr hause is snrranded
wi:bI gtiards, and the iîiaz-tcr cf the police demands te
spcak ta yen."

IlWliat dots lie wisb with me?" exclaimed the
bankur, as lie leapcd front bsis bed, sotnewhat startled
b>' tItis aunoutnccniert.

*1 1 know flot sir," answered the faotman "but it
appears that it is a flatter of the higliest importance,
and wbirh, froni what lie says, can ouîy be cemmuni-
catcd ta yeni personally."

*Show hîmii in,- said Mr. Sutherland, as lie deuned
bsis dlressing gowli.

Thc footinan lcpartcd, and returned sanie minutes
afterwards with I lis E-xcellcncy, 'Mr. Relu, upon whose
face the bunker read arttie first glance sontie formidable
intelligence. Tuhe worthy banker, hawever, maiutaiued
Isis culniness, and welcotniing- the master cf tht police

vith Isis tusual tirbanity. presente.i lM with a seat.
lits E.,\Cllelncy, lioever, renîaincd standing, and lu a
tou the iio%.t dolorotns î:lcli it was possible te assume,
said :-

- NIr Stherland. believe rte when 1 assure you that
1 ai truly grievedl te htave been cliosen by lier Majesty,
niy ver>' gracions sovercigoi, ta acconîplish an order,
the sevcrity of whtich ahl'-ts sit, but which bias withîaut
doultt heen provoked by sanie great crime."

.. jy saisie great crime, Vour Excellencyl
cxclaittrd tîte bunker. IlAnd who thens lias cemmitted
this crime , '

*Von. <olitless, sir, since it is upon yau that thte
punisliinient i,, t-, faIl.-

IlSir, I swarc te yeni tltat 1 kuow net cf any
reproacît îvith whticl te charge myself as a snbject of
aur sovereign fer 1 uni a naturalizcd Russian, as you
must know."

"1And it is preciscly, sir, because vou are a natural.
1zed Russian that your position is terrible." If yen had
rernained a subject of His Ilritanic Majesty, you would
have been able to call in the aid of the Englislb consul,
and escapeci thus perhaps the rigor of the erder which
1 arn, ta my very great regret, charged to execute."

"Tell toe then, Yeur Excellency, what is this order ?
"Oh, sir, neyer will 1 have the strengthi ta nîdl<e it

known ta yeu."
Have I lest the good graces of Her MajestyP
Oh, if it were only that 1

"Is it a question ta miake eue depart for England ?
"Ol 1 na; even that must net be."
"You terrify me. Is it an erder te send me te

Siberia ?" -'

IlSiberia, sir, is a fine country, amid which people
have calumniated. Ilesides people return frorn it."

"Aii 1 condcmned ta prison ?'"
"The prison is nothing. Prisoners contc out of

prison."
IlSir, sir! cried the banker, more and more

affrighted. IlArni 1 destined ta the kLout? "
" The knout is a punislbment very grevions; but the

knout does flot kili."
"Miserable fate!"I said Sutherland. terrified.
1 se indeed that it is a matter of deatb.'

'And what a death 1"1 exclaimed the master of the
police, whilst lie solemnly raiscd his eyes with an
expression of the most profound pity.

IlHow 1 what a deatb ! [s it net enough ta kil!
me without trial, te assassinsate me withonit cause ?
Catherine orders, yet "-

"lAlas!1 ycs, shte orders
4".Well, speak, sir!1 What does she order ? 1 amn a

man; 1 have courage. Speak !"
41A!as ! niy dear sir, site orders-if it had net been

by hersel! that the command liad been given, 1 declare
to you, my dear Mr. Sutherland, that 1 would net
have believed it."

"4But you make nme die a thonsand timies. Let me
sec, sir, what has she ordered yen ta do? '

"lShe bas ordered me ta have you stuffed 1"
The poor banker uttered a cry of distress; tieu

looking the master cf the police iu the face, said: "But,
Your Excellency, it is monstrous what you say te me;
yau must have lest your reason."

"lNo, sir; 1 have net lest my reason; but 1 will
certainly ]ase it during the operatien."I

'<But how ha% e yeu-you who have said that yen
are my frieud a hundred times-you, in short, te whomn
1 have liad the horser ta render certain services-how
have yen, 1 say, received snch an order witbout
endeavoring ta represent the barbarity of it te Her
Majcsty '*

IAlas 1 sir, 1 have done what 1 could, and certainly
what ne ane wauld have dared ta de in nîy place. 1
besoughit her majesty ta rcnonnce lier design, or at
least te charge another than uiyself witlî the execution
of it; and that witbtearsinumy eyes. But Her?,Majesty
said ta me with that voice whichi yeu know well. and
which does net admit of a reply, ' Go, sir, and do net
forget that it is your dnty ta acquit yonrself vi:hout a
murmiur of the commissions with wbich I charge ven.'"

IlAnd then? "
91Then," said the master of the police, I lest no

tuet lu rcpairing te a very clever natnralist %%)so %tuifs
animais for the Academy of Sciences; for in short,
since therc was nlot any alternative, 1 deemed it enly
praper, and out at respect for your feelings, my dear
Mr. Sutherland, that yen shonld be stuffed in the best
manner possible."

*1And the wretch has consentcd ?
IHt referrcd me te bis colleagne, who stuffs apes,

having studied the analogy between the human species
and the mankey tribe."

Weil? I
WVcll, sir, lie awaits yen."

"How lie awaits me ! But is the order se per-
emptory? "

INet an instant must bc lest, my dcar, sir; tbe
order of lier Majesty does net admit cf delay."

IlWithont granting me time ta put my affairs in
order? But it is impossible."

",Alas! it is but tee true, sir."
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