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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE,

This dopartment is conducted by a member of tho General
Assembly's Committeo on Young People’s Societice. Correspond.
onoe is invited from all Younyg People’s Saocieties, and Preabyterial
and Synodical Committecs. Address: **Our Yourmg People,”
PrespyreriaN Revizw, Drawer 2484, Toronto, Ont.

A FLOURISHING YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY.

Tho Socioty of Christian Endeavor in connection with Cook's
Church, Toronto, is the largest society of the kind in Canads,
baving a total membership of 469, of whom 378 aro active snd 96
associate.

The pastor of the Cburch, Rev. William Patterson, givesin the
current issuo of the A'mox College Monthly, his impressions of the
value of the Society ea a help to the Church. Ho says: *I sup.
poss a socisty, like a troo, should be judged by its fraits, and the

question may now bo askod, What has the Sociely done, and what
is it doing?

(1) It bas created a greater interest among tho young peoplein
Bible study, as many of them are studying the Scriptures ayatem-
atically in addition to the topics taken up at the weekly meotings,

(2} By takiag part in tho meotings the young people have been
developed into more efficient Christian workers. Many in the
Bociety who, a few years ago, could not lead publicly ip prayercan

now take chargo of a meeting and speak to cdification.

{3) Daring the years of its existenco many of our members have

gone to different parts of Canada and tho United States, someol

whom bave been instrumental in organiting other Christian En.
deavor Socictics, and nearly all of them are actively engaged in
Christian work. Five who wero members of our Society aro now
Presbyterian ministers in Canads, one of our number is a mission-
ary i Africs, aud twelve others are studying for the ministry.

(4) Through this Society our young people havebeen led to take
a deop intercst in misaions, both home and forzign, and many are
contributing systematically for this cause.

(5) The members assist in carrying on Christian work in con-
noction with the Haven and the General Hospital, besides con-
ducting meelings in three misiions in the city, distributing tracts,
and taking flowers to the sick. The Society has always been loyal
to the Church, and willing to 1ssist the pastorand session in every
possiblo way. I may hero say toat seven members of the Society
bave been elected to the eldership.

WORDS OF ENCOURAJEMENT.

A pastoral lotter has beenissued wo the YoungPeople’s Socicties
cannected with tho Congregational Churches of Vermont. At the
last general convention of the Btate, a committes was appointed
to prepare and issve this greeting, from which wo solect tho follow-
ing paragraphs :

“Wo want you to know that we love yon and rejoice in your
growing strength. Wo want to come into Fetcloasr relations with
you. Somse of your avo our beat helpers in the Sunday-cchool. Weo
want you all there. Your bright faces and clear voices give new
vigor to our church prayer-meeting. Let us hear you every woek.
Your gifts to missions make us glad. Remember that oar six
national socicties bave firat claim.

** Tho fatnroof thochurchisin yourbands. ltsresponsibilitias
willbe youra. Wo want thoss of you that are not members to
unite yourselves with the church, that by confessing Christ you
may be honored of Christ. By sitting at the Lord’s table youmay
ahare the riches of his grace. By early joinidg yourselves in
oovenant with him you may become with ua heirs to the *crown
of glory that fadeth not away.””

WHAT TO READ AND HOW.

A youung man found that he conld read with interest nothing
but sensational stories. The beat bocks were placed in bis hands,
bot they were not interesting. One afternoon, ashewas readinga
{ooliah atory, ho overheard ons say, “That boyis a great mdu‘
dooa hie read anything that is worth reading? ™

“*No," waa the reply 3 ** His mind will run out, if he keeps on
reading after his prosent fashion. Houted to be a sensible boy till
he took to reading nonsense and rothing.”

The boy sat atill {or a time, then rose, threw the book into the
ditch, weant up to the man who said that his mind would ran out,
and asked him if bo wonld let him have a good book toread.

* Will you road a good book, if I will lat you have ono?”

«“ Y.', air”
** It will be hard work for you.”

**1 will do Iv.”

** Wall, come bomo with me, and I will lsnd you a good book.

Hs want with him and recelved a volume of Franklin's works.

4 Thote,” said the man, * read that, and come and tell me what
you have read.”

Tho lad kept his promise. He found it hatd work to read the
aimnple and wiso sentences of tho pbilosopher, but ho persevered.
The more ho read, and tho more he talked with his friond about
what he read, the moro interested he beoame. f£rolorg ho felt no
desirotoread the feeblo and foolish bcoks, in which hohad formerly
delighted. He derived a great deal more pleasuro from reading
good books, than he had over derived from reading poor onos.
Besidos, his mind began to grow. He began to be spoken of as an
intelligent, promiaing young man,

STOOD BY HIS FLAG.

A writer in tho Youtk's Companion tells this atory of a true
Christian Hero:

A dozen rough, but brave soldiers were playing cards one night
inthe camp. ** What on earth is that?” suddenly exclaimed tho
ringleader, atopping in the midst of the game to listen.

In a moment the squad were listening to a low, soclemn voice
which came from & tent occupied by several recruits, who had
arrived in camp that day. Tht ringleader approached the tent on
tiptoe. ‘¢ Boys, he's a-prayirg, or I'm a sinner 1"’ ho roared out.

« Three cheers for tho passon!” shonted anather man of the
group as the prayer ecnded.

“You watch things1 J'il show you how to take the religion ont
of him 1” said the first speaker, laughing. e was a largo map,
the ring-loader in mischief.

The recrnit was a slight, pale-faced young fellow of about
cighteen years of age. During the next thres weeks he was tae
butt of the camp, Then soveral of the boys, conquerod by the
lad’s gentle patience and uniform kindness to bis persecutors,
begged tho others to atop annoying him.

¢ (Ob, the little ranter is no better than ths rest of us,”
answered the big ringleader. *‘Hs's only makiog-believo pious.
When wo get under fire you'll sco him run. Those pious folks
don’t liko the smell of guopowder. 1'veno faith intheirreligion!™

In a fow weeks the regiment broke camp, and entered the
Wilderness, and engaged in that terriblo battle. The company to
which the young recruit belonged had a desperate struggle. The
brigade was driven back, and, when the line was reformed behind
the breastworks they had built in the morning, he was mizsing.

TWhen 1ast sten ho was a!most surrounded by cnemies, bat
fighting desperately. At his side atood tho brave fellow who had
made tho poor 1ad a constant object of ridicule. Both were given
up as lost.

Saddenly tho big man was seen tramping throngh tho under-
drush, bearing the dead body of the recruit. Reverently he laid
the corpss down, saying, as he wiped the blood from his own face ¢

“ Boys, I couldn’t leavs him—he foughtso! I thought he de-
secved a decent burial.”

During a Jull in the battle the men dug a shallow grave and
tenderly laid tho remains therein. Then, a9 ono was cutting the
name and regiment opon a board, the big man said with & husky
voioa :

“I guoss you'd better put the words ¢ Christian Soldier’ in
somewherel Xo deaerves tho title, and may bo it'll console him
for our abuse.”

Thero waz not & dry oyo among those roagh men, as they stuck
the rudely carved board at the head of the grave, and, again and
again looked at the inscription

" \¥el),” sxid one, ** ho was a Christian soldier, if ever therd
wasone! And,” turning to the ringleader, *hedidn’t run, did he,
when be smelt gnopowder?”

*“Run!™ answercd the big may, his voice tender with omotion
* Wby, ho didn't budgo an inch! But what’s that to standing for
wocks our fire liko a man, and never sending & word back? He
just stood by his flag and let us pepper him—hedid1” TWhenthe
regiment marched away, that tado headboard remained to tell
what a power lies 3n a Christian life.

Ono of tho most wonderiul revival storics that has been told of
aoy place for & long time, comes from thelittlo town of New Mill-
port, Penn., a plsco of less than two hundrod inhabitants, Begin:
ning with the week of prayer, the Christian Eudeavor Socisty held
spacial ovapgelistic services that from the very first night wers
attendod with much spiritual power. The definite reanlta of the
four weeks of zervico are converis to the number of more than
seventy, 3ixty-one of whom united with tho Lotheran Church, and
the reet with other churches. All of the azsociate membaera of the
sociaty wers convarted, and the memberahip of ths organimation
intreased more than one hundred per oent. A revival of giving
also arors in the church. Both the hotels relinquished their
licanses Lo 3e)] lignor. ‘The antire cormnmunity was stirred, and the
good work iz not yet st an end,




