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“easy fx two ghls 1o carn enouzh to surround
thearr mother with all the comforts to which
e had been socastomed.

But Fergus was getting on, though slowly,
and.what he at first lacked in means be made
vp by self-denial, for the sake of bis mother
and toe girls, R

-For five yea-$ Mry. Ainley enjoyed the goonl
things of this life in sdfficient measure , but
she was never allowed to koot at what a cost
to ticmselves ber children nu:uﬁcd to kecp up
the o}d home for ber.  Her death was preceded
by moaths of illacss ; and then Ncll{, worn vut
with nuning, broke down in Lealth, and was
ordered tb a warmer climate for the winter

All these thinps caused 2 coastant drain on
whe young doctor’s resources, and in spite of
an izereasing practice he could nesver do more
than meet the calls upsa him, and, by strictot
cconomy, keep out of debit,

Fortunately, Bertha obtaiacl a sitcation 2«
c&nguion t0 a lady, an ol (end of the
family, who bad abo been ordared to the
south of Europe for the wialer. So the
sisters tra together and semained near
neighbours, though they weie not undar the
same roof.

The old home bad been broLez up, perfuice.
before the gisls left Enplad.

The changgovcd aa eraatful one, both £
Relly and ba. The oaly sen of Mis
Caine, who accompanied the party to Canoes,
asked Bertha to be bi> wite, =tith the fall
coasent of his mother  The {;r...!;: people bad
been Joog acquaiated, <o within tbree months
a quict wedd:ng gave 1he omphan girl busband

motber.

Alitthe later, Nel’y, who had remained ber
strength, aod was im it to bgcm"rzl bcl’\xcr
beginning to wotk =2gain, waa the affectivn ¢
o3¢ who was woethy 10 3l ber wife, and abk
xgon oficr her a delightful hom:, thoogh nos in

I§7. Ainley and Madre 1gukad i the yov
of the absent sisters, but a listke pang of
ceguet mingled with their hoaest sympathy.

13 is dreadfully hard oa me, Forgus,” said
Marpery, with a ruefel fage. ¢ Two siztas

¢ver 30 maay headreds of mikes awar,
and the sole remaaaiag dazabier of the Lamily
left blooming alone. without even the coasc-
1atioa of haning figured as bridesaid. I am
ont of evesytbing; and yoor shate bas boen
rather 2 costly ong™

“I 25 not grodae 10, was the 2nswcr
«+ The gizls were welcooe 1o xhil T oculd do,
2nd 1 odly wish that bad Leem more znd
btetter. 1 am pozz 10 sore Tp for your
irxasey now, Madae IHaung had 1o
seoTender 1wo sistars 10 the care of buvhands
withost any wxming 10 sgeak of, it beboves
e 1? 3painst fotese seqwises.™

“ DOk SEPcise you ia 2 simndlar waa,
dear. B?;gcilia;:ndgx: 10 x!:iak u_xt{;-f
sozself ess of other prople. 1 hawy
plaas, fint, for the reacwal of 1ocr wardrobe,
which you bave meglected 1o shabbiaess:
next, 1’3.- the inpeorezneat of the faraitere aad

* Yon shall do exactlvas yor kke, Madpe.
1 czanot be thaskfel caoogh that Tamaliowed
xob:m T had c:oms;;.;;llr oo haviag the
o in toras, 10 Company,
and make me fod qeite a ﬁn}.;?un':hl
that dream is oves.  We shall be exzmpies s
the old bachdlor doctot and bis marden utar—
exampics of family affection 10 the yovag foik

wrcand us, ch, Madpe 3

And then Mazpery tumned bex teotber
with 23 aggricred Jook, and sad, ** Ferpas, 1
Jo not focd 03 at all. 1 was only sowcatieen
wbcal camce bere wath voo, that is not

1ca yexrs ago.  Yoa are barely foar-and-therty.
Is iU not 3 Intke 00 s00m for us 10 posc as okl

bachdor aad spiasicr, dear 3
There was samcilsng i "s words and
tooc which sct Or Ferges Adaley thiaking

CHAPTER 11, -

nz doctor’s comita
tions lasted far into
the might—a night,
too, that cught to
tave been a restiul
ovpe, for it was un.
i disturbed by the aall
ol the noctumnal bell which
now so often lauke in upon
hi> slumbers.  Dask though
it mizht Le, e aw more
than be hail done tn beoad
daylight; short thougd sts
Louts were, he cead the
chapters of a life story. od
sdme of which be bad been
gazing o mcaths, without

- essing or trying to guese
vt would be the-neat ingideat 13 it

As Ferus Alialey lay there, peinfully awake,
Lis sister was sleepiog, but dreaming: and
the waking thouzhts and the sleeper’s dicams
were 0a thie same subject.

L Fergus Alinley had many well-wishers andd
adminn;;  acquiiktances who might Lave
Jdevelopad iatu frcads uader more fayounble
circumstances. He never lacked inwitations,
opecially to lachelor gatherings, bat he
accepted &w of these for two reasdas; one,
that his circumnstances would not permit him
:: cnterui:; ot asimilar m:i : l}ic other, th;::

prefased 1o spead even his leisure in t
interests of his prefession, aad i piving such
si;nplc pleasures 2s lay within his seach to

3 -

He had, however, on¢ dear friepd, Frank
Rowworth, whose oaly faults, he wsed to say,
weze that be had too mwch time and money
at his disposal, and no oae 1o control him o
the use to nhichbedmlcd}bcn. FHappily,
be desired 1o use thern both well, and often
coasulied Fergus as (0 the best means of
doiap this.

As Ferzus Lay thisking, 5¢ called to mind
how he had for somme time refined from
istrodaciagy Frank to Norpery. He koew
taat pride was at the bottoum of this reticence.
He would Dot give peoplz the chaste of
soyving that be was tnag 1o pet bis sicter ia
the way of gaining a2 nich busband. So the
Gicads met  everywhare tat at the Comer
House. It chanced, boweter, one dav that
Frank called there 10 ergain. for the doctor,
and saw Madre” who was cxpecting bes
brother’s immediate seiTra, wod asked bim lo
wait for it.

Everybody knowxs hax oncertam a docioe $

s are, and oo this occasion they
were peovokingly sa.

Tene The expe - cd miantes length.
cacd 1ato aa bocr. and the visitor still waited
for Bis fricad.  Whea the dottee did appesr,
be found tkat Fraale o»! his siia bad
becoene like old acquaistances throogh their
muizal bi:lc:cs: in hu:ud‘fi After Tkt there
conld no q:cuuaa exclodisp yocag
Rowoctk, and Ead Lappened m: at the
Comer House wheaever be chose, to ind a
welcome beth from Ferpes 2ad Nadge.

Fergas coxid call 10 mimd bow oftea be had
doac this of late, a‘!sgc lE:.t Madge;; }x?ood hhad
vanied accoediag 10 the frequency owexth’s
wnits, Wizhteaiaz Tader bis oberry indoeace,
and becoming 2 shode graver and quicter
when bis absesxe from town depeived them
of s society for a Joager peta

“What 2 Biod fool 1 have beeal™ sd
g::‘c doctor 0 lzascltln;}{aa _]codd 1-'::‘:::

p loving or re to case
the mﬁml know! ExD is able
to tate the otber’s wonth. Exacily
smted ia age, for Frask iv thier yeary the
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older of the two. He is able to give hefiM
that I sbould have rejoiced to give my sister
if fortunue had favoured me 3 and Madge, with
pride cnough of a sort, will not Le too pren
tu uwe all to him who yives pure love akn
with the 1o, and deems bimself the richer for
1t—as indeed be will be.”

These cogitations cost Fergus Auley more
than some ‘%ours of slexp. He had a fierco
battle with self, and came off cunquercrs
Truc, it was bard to picture what hty bouse
would be without Madge. I{e should never
call it home again, for it was oanly her pres-
ence that made it sueh.  \What she had bees
to bim during nearly ten years of striving and
strugpling, of sucossses that had neen helplul
to bis family, yet left him almost where be
bLegan so far as mooey went, no ooc could
realise.  Well, be would thank: God for all
she bad been, and when Frank Roworth ashed
for Madge, he would give her to bim ungrudg-
ingly, and with a prayer for a2 blessing upon
them both. About his own loneliness, which
must of necessity follow, be would not cven
think. He bad thankful to know of the
bappy lot which bad come to Nelly and
Bertha. “Should be be more selfish when the
future of Margery was ia question 2

Dr. Ainley had just seached this point whben
his waking dreams were dispersed by the
sound of the night bLell. He had lost his
opportuzity, and be must give up all bope -
rest for the present.

Never had Madpe worked so hard to wasure
ber brother’s comfort, and to improre eviery
thing aboat him and his bome, 25 she &d
doring the three months that folloxed. Ia
the mcznwb'i}c, kaasd{owg?‘b;ggits be-
amne moee t the s object

Frrges indeed woadered at his continved
silence; then a new light broke npwa him.
AMadpe was restraining him from speaking for
ber brother’s sake, and that she might com-

lete various matters oa which ber besy
rers wese engaped.

The time tame 3¢ last when Frank asked
bits friend 1o ratify the proa.ise be had already
wou fron Madge, and whea e girl hid ber
acet face oa her brother’s shoulder, and shed
tears il glad, half somoxful, as she bexrd
Fapus say— :

* It is hard to part with sxch a sister, bot 1
know of nooac towhom I conid give Margery
»0 williagly as to yoe."”

“It scons wicked to lare you, dear,™
whi ANadge, clingiag more osely 10
ker her, “but I cre so much for
Frank, and be will not take me away. We
e Tl e

youstil. You have 2lways want
ah;otbc.andr"mkuﬂl he sack a tue

one.

3 know it,” Madge. And it will be £
better to bave you withia reach thaa far away,
Ike the otber gisls. Yea will do everything
i }w power for me still.” .

Feogus slipped away to his guiet
stady, lenviag the pair togethes. He sailed
25 he thought of Madpe's plans and procnises,
well knowiag how tboroughly she meant
thezs, and yet how isspossible it woeld be for
ber 10 canry them oot whea she became
Fraak’s wik.

alw2ys wished, tat nerer hoped, to see some-
thing of otber lands. Natorally, Fraak de.’
sired to pratify this wisd, and pt a ot
compeeheasite weddiag-1our, which wockd Jast
three momths at Jeast

Farewell to any mmmedite peospect of
seciap Noadge fhiting o and oot of the
Comer Heomse, 20d soperiteadiag domestic
matiess as of odd. 1
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Dr. Aiakey’s beart saok as be reogned by
Ixizht compaoion 15 ber busband's keepeap,
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