Mission Field.
An Opium Den in Central India.

Last evening, in company with Mr.
Campbell aud Dr. Woods, | visited an opium
den, aud here is an account of what I saw
and heard -

Itis one of n row of dwelling-houses near
the centro of the city. Tho smoking room
is o long low verandah closed in by u bam-
boo net work plastered with mud, and
divided into two compartments by a screen,
the first and smaller one being for the uso
of the sweeper caste, thu other for caste
Hindus and Mohawmadans.  The whole
place looked dreary and weetched enongh,
mud walls und tloor, simoke-begrimed ceiling,
no furtture, one or two feeble hights, a few
conrse mats for the useof the trequenters
und the articles used in the process of pre-
paring nud smoking the opiun, such conste-
tuted the envitonment,

As we approached the entranco we heard
the loud vowces of several talhers mingling in
a characteristic confuston,  We nade our
way wiannounced theough the low doorway,
and found ourscives in the presence of a
group of men squatting or lytog around u
neap »f coals and hot ashes. ‘These were
low caste men, smoking madal, n preparn-
tion of opium, said to be neither so costly
nor »o huriful as the chandiu, which is sup-
plicd in the other division.  They arose and
politely saluted ux as we passed to tho other
cempartinent.  Here at one end were 8 num-
bor of men huddied together, reclining on
cach ‘ther in a circle around the little lump,
used for burning the opium ; at the other
were two decrepit tigures engaged over a
little fice-place.

We wure at once recognized as the Padre
aahils (missiovuries), and were invited to sit
down on a low mud platforn, at one side of
the room. A few enquiries elicited the infor-
mation that there is but one such licensed den
.n Rutlam, that it has beeo in existence for
five or six years, that the contiactor or
keeper of the house payssix hundred ropees
yearly for the privilege, that from one hun-
dred to one hundred and filty persons visit
it deily, that there are some smokers in the
city who at less cost, but at the risk of
dctection and punishment, indulge in their
own houscs, that some consumers, getting
six rupces a month, spend an auna a day, or
a third of their wages, and others propor-
tionately to their income, and that the hubit
is usually acquired in youth through deprav.
ed companionship and the desire to stunulate
lustful passions.

Theo sinokers at the time of our visit were
all Mohaminedans. A% another time the

lace might have been found occupied Ly
Y{mdus. They come in groups as well as
singly, and, havin s autisfi .d their craving,
depart and make roowm for fresh comers.

Nono of the party present were drowsy or
stupid from the drug. On the contrary,
their cyes were bright though somewhat
glazed, their intellects active and their
tongues incesaantly going.  Most werc young
men, who, as lads, fourteen or tiftcen years
ago contracted tho habit.  They werce for the
most part cmaciated and haggard, with the
peculiar pinched expression of the opium
smoker. Onc old man who had been a
smoker for over thirty years told a pitiful
tale of hisdescent from a position of trust,
honout and influcuce to that io which e
found him.

Sexrcely had we been scated, when ouc
and another began to describe the evils of
opimn amoking and 2o urge the closing of the
place. One 2aid, ** Had we known what it
would lead to we would never have begun to
amoke, but before we knew it tho habit was
formeq, and now we archelpless.  Wife and
children, housc and business, overything
must give place, and at the wonted time wce
maust hasten here. At night we resolve not
to return in the morning, and vow and pray
to Allah, but when the moming comes we
aro drageed by onr craving as x helpless
strugaling cow by a man witha rotpe around
her horns  Though the hurial of a father
should be in progrcss we must leave it and
come here. We arc being destroyed and
can‘t save ourselves Can you not give us
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medicino or get the government to «Jluse thia
place and punish all smokers?  Another
said, “Deliver us from this habit und it will
be giving us a new lifo and we will kiss
your feot.” ‘They were unnnimous in con
demuing tho habit and bemounng then con
dition. They had not a word to say 'n its
defence.  Were they in earnest?  Ihid they,
knowing our sentiments, guy thoso thuys to
please us and to cxcudo themselves: W
cannot say, but they scemed wtensely an
carnest, and if they were decerng us they
wero most skilful in the art. | believe they
were i caraest. But  their will power,
never very strong perhaps, nay Leen com
{)letcly destroyed und thoy ure now the
ictpless slaves of the habit  They know
their misery but cannot face the pain neces
sary to break off. As the hour for taning
the druy approaches, pains are felt through
out the whole body, cyesand nose run water
and an intense feehing of dintress comes on
which is relieved anly by resorting to whitls
of the opium pipe.  When we Jeft the place
two men followed us to the street, pleadan g
with us to help them in some way to throw
off thewr chains.  Fortunately opium sn.ok-
ing 18 not yet largely indulged i by the
people of India, though nultitndes cat it n
the crude form. Still in every large city
one or more places are found where a fow
scores congregate to smoke, and it is much
to be feared the habit is spreading, and
every effort should be made to save Tndia
from that which is such a curse to Crana.
W. A Wisos,
Rrrnay, Feb. 7th

Indore Missionary College Our
Hindoo Boy's Lotter.

The following extracts arc from a letter
writien to our Ssbbath.school by Shnipat
Narayen. the boy we areinaivtaiming 1 the
¢ oys' Home:"
¢ My DEAR FRIENDS IN BRUCPFIRT D --

¢ Through the grace of our Lord Jeeus
Christ I send wy salsam to you. Iwaxly
casto a Brahmum. . All our famuly are
cultivators of the soil, but as land proprictors,
. My big brothet iy called Bauxt
Narayen, and he did the work of clerk and
record keeper n the court house, but  he
went to Bombay. From there he came to
Indore, and thero he became a Christian,
sonding word to us at howe.

* At that time, mother, father, and the
rest of us cried much and beeame very sad.
After some ycars le came hom,
when our caste J»copln raised & great row,
and tried to hinder haim, At chat e wy
brother returned to Indore, but Le Ieft 1n our
house a copy of the Gospel and a book calicl
¢ Ram Tried.” [ went to anather place for
sonic work in the court huv<e, the ame day
Basist icft home. Wihen I retarned haouie
again, I found Naayen had gone, and 1 1 ol
wnuch, for L loved lim  much, o I began 1o
rcad the books hie left behund, but 1 did not
fully understand them.

“When my brother returned a second
tima~~when he was comung to Indore from
the Theological School—1 cried much, and
80 he said to me °‘DNon’t ¢ry : when you
wish comc to me.' I, therefore, after n fow
days, secretly left my home and came to ny
brother. That is three years ago almont,
After some days I got a situation here i the
State.

1 continucl to read the Ciespel ucy
brother gave me, and my brother took me
to church and tried to explain to me Chnut-
ianity. ..

' Onec day, in the preaching of our mis.
sionary, I fclt in iy heart that Jesus Christ
was our true Saviour, but I «till felt it tiard
to Yeave wy §ather and mother and alco my
caste, s0 1 tried to xecretly liveas a Christian
Bat, one day, Mr. Wilkic z2pole so strongl,
of confeasing Christ, and that Christ weaull
not confesa ua before God, that I feared and
determined that whatever would cotae, |
would follow Christ and be laptisd
openly. I was therefore haptised  after
fusther converaations with Mr. Wilkic
. . Ho l:indly‘rnyul for mic, that Imay get
auch grace an strength as will enable me
to bnpg before others the glory of Jesus
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Your young Chrstian Brother,
SRtraT NARAYRS,

I give thiy touching letter espeeisily for
the use o S8 tenchers  To any teacher
applying or it, D «hull send a photogruph
of the buy, and n hine or two of the vriginal
fetter witton an [ndore These along with
the abose lotter read to the elass, nght
wundertally st a benlthful mterest i the
young boats Aftor showang them, T would
be glad to bave them rcturned, for my sup-
ply. though consdaorable, 1w not unhnated,
The * Boy's Ho,” in connection with
the Budone Collepd, - tor the special training
of those Christiar boys, that they aay
beeone thorough Chnstians and  mtelligent
worhets ASS Ross,

Brtorrrt, Ont | March 13th, 181,
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Guelnh Pres@t:rial Society.

Tur. Caadph Prestyteniad Society of the
WM S Leld ate mnth annuad meeting in
the Presbytetian chuch, Heapeler By
ddeven oo b the choreh was thro ged wath
duleate s andd othors tron, the ags ibaties and
mison bands of (b Preshytery The tore
noot was entardly devoted to bustucss of the
soctety and heariag reports  fo the after-
neon nddressey were gaven by Mixs M.
Walliwins, who has recently retutned from
India, Mrs Watt and Maw T Goldge, of
Coredph, and othar ladies,  Mise Jeanio
Davidson, of Fergus, gave an appropriate
recitation, “*The Brude's Guiht, " and Mrs.
McCrae, of Guelph, conducted the question
drwver. In the evemng Rew Mr, MeViaar,
of Honun, China: Rev. Dr. Wardrope, of
Gueiph, and e Mr, Thomas gave mterest.
ingand instructive addresws while the Hes.
peler chon varted the programe with two
anthetny, very effectively rendered, and Rev,
Mr. Strachan, of Hespeler, saag wath feel-
ing, Handel's * He shall toed Has flock hhe
a Shepherd. ™’

To the lad.es of Heepeler is due, ina very
consideravle measure, the success of the
weeting,  Thar  hospitahity and  hindness
arc deservng of much prawse.  The comvene
ience atal sutanhity of the pretty church in
which the scsstans were hadd, may alxo be
mentionad as contributing to make the day
of the Hespeler convention one of vleasant
memories. :

The treasurer’s report shows cash contri-
butions of last year amounting t» $2140,34.
Fifteen hundrcd pounds of clothing were
also sent to the Jndian school at Rirtle,
Man.

The following ix the result of the clections
jor 1+t . Presdent, Mre, Mullen, Fergus:
Ist vice-president, Mis. MeCrae, Guelph:
2nd vice presdent, Mre, Dickson, Galt ; 3rd
vice preadent, Miss Sncelhe, Forgus s dth
vice-president, Mrs. Rae, Acton ; treasurer,
Miwv Hcelen Cant, Galt @ secretary, Miss
Rerr, Galt; Letter Leatlet secretary, Miss
McCrae. Guelph. .

Lanark and Renfrew Presbyterial
Society.

Mraenr the mecting of the Tanark and
Renfrew Preshytery the members met with
the Preabyterial of the W, F. M. 8, jn St
Aundrew's church.  An ubstract of the
secretary s report was read by Rev. Mr.
Cromlic, clerk of the Preshytery, whiic Rev.
Measrs Curric and Rachanan moved and
scconded 1t in wost interesting addresses on
different phases of miwion work.

The report for the year wasa most en.
couraging one, the ladies ramng nearly
$3,600 for Foreign Missions. A paper on
** Our Daty to Massions ™ was tead by Miss
Macdonald, of PPerth, which way follow ed by
amost eveellent and practical address by
Mzra. Shortreed. of Toronto, whoina pleas-
mg speaker, and gave a great many practical
hmts to the ladies which will assit them in
carryingan the work they are xo enthusiasts.
cally cugaged in.

The choir of St Andtew achurch rendered
rome anthen a which enlivened the meeting.
The hearty unging by the congregation (and
it was brarty ) of ** Jesus, Lover of My Senl,”
withaut the organ when the clectric hight
saddenly weat out and left the andience 1n
Egvptian darkness, repaid the hittle -
convenience caused by the occurrence.




