
Novînbr 4 194.TE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER.

take place ncxt ycar, wc wvill first of ail, before making
anty chîanges, have an ample ani( careful investigation
of the conditions and iuecds of ai classes, boti nmanu-
facturers and larmners. 'flic Governînient wvill also nmake
an absolute departure. Thle prescit is a revenue tarin',
anic applies to ail couintries equally, %vith the exception
of Great l3ritain. Tlîcy intended to' have a mininîum aîîd
a miaximiumr tariff. TIre nminmumî tariff will appiy to
ail couintries wlio are prepared to treat and trade wvith
us on friendly anci eqtial ternis. 'fle couintries whicli
arc not preparcd to deai fairiv witlî us wiii cone iii
iiinder the maxinmun tarif'. 'fie Governuiient will deal
out ineastire for ineasure.

FREE TRADE AS TFIEY HIAVE Il.

Mr. jolin Mitchell, presi<leît, of the Unitcd Mine
Workers of Aiùer;ca, who wvas rcccntlv iii London in-
vcstigating the condition of tlic working classes there,
in a letter to the United States press, gives aniong
other intcrcsting matter, the following:

"In Londonx litîîdreds of thousands of people swarmn
iii dirty houses and rookeries, in ceilars, in back alcys
and iii turnble-doxvn shanties, cornparcd to wvhicli soine
of the îvorst tenernents of New York are like palaces.
TrIe overcrowding beconies worse with eacà succeeding
vear. If ive count those people as overcrowded who
live two or more iii a rooxu it wvill be found that con-
siderably over a million of Londoni's inbiabitaaîts would
corne within this ciass. There are niany who live four
iii a rooin; inany who live six and ciglit; and therc are
even places whiere twcivc persoîrs occupy one rooni.

"In certain sections of the city the overcrowdinig is
even more intense. Takzing London as a whole, thirty
out «f every hundrcd persons are living 'iii an over-
crowded condition-in otîrer words, two or more to a
rooin; in soine sections 55 to 6o per cent. live in a sinîi-
lar state. lin tIre famnous 'Wlitclapel district over
one-seventh of the population are living four or more
to a room.

"\Ve liear terrible stories of hiow the poorer classes
of »this giant inetropolis live, or raLlier exist, iii tie
houses wvbich thecir ineans permit then to occupy. A
rooin may be dividcd between two faniliies; lodgers
nxay be takzen in, or a bced rniay be Icascd or divided
betwcen a ni wiîo works by' tic day and one whîo works
1w îîighit. It is impossible to sec the conditions, aîîd
quite impossible to realize theni.

"Wlîeni one compares the average wagc of the work--
ingmnan iii Londoni with the prices of roins tlîc latter
seri extrenielv exorbitant. Rent of moins seeins to
average fronu S0 cents to Si and more per wcek, and
thus rent often riscs to one-fourth, and flot iîîfrequcntly
to one-tirird, of the incoine of the worknîan. Thiere is
a inovement now on foot to conîpel a mîinimnumn wage
Of 25 shillings (Or $6.25) per wveek, silice beiow that sumn
it is practicaily impossible for a workingmnan to live
-%vith bis family in any decent comifort iii London.

"As one waiks througli the sections of the ruetropoisi
elîiclly occupicd by wage-carncrs orie is forcibly and
painfullv struck, by the pailor of nîany of the inhlabi-
tants and their sickiy and anaenîiic condition."

Trîî Americari Ecoîîonist, cominenting uipon Mr.
Mitchlrcl's letter, says:

'This testirnonv of Mr. Mitchecll is oiîlv corroborative
of the testimonîy of botli lunglishimen aîîd otîter Ameri-
cans wlîo have investigated the conîditions and given
the resuits of tîjeir investigations to the »trblic. IL
shows wlîat f ree trade wvill do toward levelitig down a
once nicîr and poivcrfui countr%. For tlîe past quarter
of a century England bias beeni sccing other couintries
unider protection doing more and more of their own
work, and in addition doing a larger and larger portioni
of Englan(i's work, besides whlicli er owîî laborers should
have the opportunity to perforin at living wages. But,
wlire a maan lias to work for less titan a dollar a day
and lias Lu pav a dollar a Nveek for a single roni, lie eau
îlot bc sai(l to inorc tîraî exist, particularlv if lie lias
a farnlv of four or five depexîdent upoti bis carrirîgs."

WVA'IER POWER DEVELOPINENT.
The utilization of watcr powver is undcrgoiîîg a rapid

developinent ail over Canîada, and nianufacturers and
others noîv fuliv realize that iii the absence of coal for
fuel purposes the abunidance of ivater poivcr is one of
tIre înost valuable resoxîrces of the counîtry.

There are inany factors that enter inito the location
of a water poiver plant other tîan tire cngineerng
difficuities which must bc overcoîxie. 'flic expense of
an undcrtakzirg of tbis cliaracter is considerable and to
niiakze it a paying invcstnîient great care must bcecx-
ercised iii calculating wliat the incoine of suchi a planît
will be. Tfli operatiîîg expenses of a water poivcr plant
arc zîearly constant corîîpared to a steain plant. In tire
steain plant, the cost of coal used varies witlî tue output,
but with Lue watcr powver p)lanit tliere is usuaiiy no sucli
factor to consider. In a Nvater power plant, the interest
on the inoney iîîvested, taxes, insurance and deprecia-
tioli are the principal items invoil'cd, otlier tbaîî ruxi-
ning exl)cIses. \Vhile these factors cnLer, of course,
ixîto cvery plant, the fact tlîat they arc the nîost im-
portant tlrings to consider makes ît important tlîat a
plant of this kind shîouid have a commercial output
equal to tIre nmaximnunm capacity of tlîe inachîiîcry, tue
variable cost depcndiîîg on tic load bcing vcry small.
Tfli important feature of thxis problcmn is to obtain pur-
cliasers for the current produccd and Lo seli it to, themi
at a lcss cost Lîrax tlîcy can bxry it elsewlicre or produce
iL thielvcs. Maîy plants arc dcpeîîding on tue future
to inake their operation profitable, it being hoped
tlîat the constant increase in the price of coal aîîd freiglît
rates Nvill drive steaîîî users to Lixcir locaiity. If titis
docs îlot lîappcîî, tliere mnust nicccssarily be trouble
aiead for inany planîts upon wviicli fortunes have becîî
spent, and upon whichi an incorne on Uic money invcstcd
is lookcd for.

A MISTAKE.

'fl i Montreai Star, speaking of the organization of
tire 'Moîtrcal brandi of tire Caniadian Maiufacturcrs'
Associationi, iîî 1899, says thaL at the Lime of tîrat or-
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