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S. liobbs ta rcprcsent tlmt citv in tlie local lqgisiature said
about cvery mean thing tîtat coutl be thouight of rcgarding
one of the Miost worthy andi enterprisine business meni of
Canada, and wvitlîal a mianuifactutrer of whoni an>' city or
any ccuntry miglit well bc proud. Iii its sane nmoments
the Frec Press is an aîble cxpotùcnt of the principlcs of pro-
tection, prccisely sucb as are exemplifieti by Mr. Hobbs,its
political teachungs usually being cf a charactcr weil calcul-
ated to encouragc and build uip the manuffacturing industries
of the country. Wu willingly concede the right of the
Free Press te advocatc the election cf 1Mr. Meredith, but
wve fait ta sec whertin, in thus doing, it was necessary to
advcrscly criticisc the business nicthods andi reputation of
a manufacturer wvho became such, aînd a1 Most snccessful
one, unCcr the algis cf the National Policy. From aur
point of view Mr. Hobbs is cf a class wtw) o qui'e as rnuch
for thc welfare and prosperity cf Canada as thai. to whicli
MIr. Meredith belongs. He may not be an astute lawyer
as Mr. Meredithî undoubtcdly is, but as a keen, briglit, ini-
telligent business mani, lie is the equal of any gentleman
who soliciteti the suffrages cf the peuple. It was preper
and right that every voter in the rîding shonîti judge be-
tween the two meni and cast bis ballot accordingiy ; but it
wvas flot right that the Free Press rhould depreciate, the
worth and merits cf Mr. Hebbs, or that the Advertiser
should lie abc -it Mr. Meredith, as they bath did -Avthout
stint.

The Empire during the whole campaign, and indeeti fer
weeks befere the opening cf it, seuglit ta make capital
against Mr. Mowvat anc, bis party because the Ontario Gev-
crament declined te forbid the expert of sawv legs from this
province te the United States. Speaking cf this as being
The Policy of WVrong it says :

These limits have passed into the hands cf Americans,
wvho carry off the logs te foreign nijils, and ail the people
have for their tîmber land, justly consîdered an inestimable
possession, is the bart prîce cf the limit, usually sold fur
belowv its value. The Opposition, in order that the people
may have such advantage as cornes frem the milling ofthie
legs, have centendeti for stipulations in the conditions cf
sale, that the legs must be sawn in the province, but the
Government, playing into the hands of the Americans,have
steadfastly refuseil te take any snch advice. The Globe
abets themi in this, and, lifting up its veice ini behalf of
John Charlton and the other renegades in the Liberal part>',
wvho wivats but a chance ta sacrifice us t... the Yankecs,pre-
tests against even ',he Dominion Governtment coming te
the relief of the ill-used people cf this province by re-en-
acting the expert duty upon legs. There is little use in
entering into a discussion wvath The Globe as te the eceno-
mic value cf the present arrangement. Hair-splitting and
grandiose platitudes upon the perils cf interfering wvith es-
tablished trade niay satisfy the organ and its annexationist
friends, but will not satisfy the people, who, know, that,
white Michigan inilîs and Michigan r labor are farung profit-
ably upon logs exporteti fromn this side, Canadian milîs
along the Georgian bay are silent and Canadian labor driv-
en te seek sustenance elsewhere.

Our protest agaunst the spirit cf this quotatien, and af
the stand The Empire lias assumed ini this mratter aIl the
way through is on the gronnd that it wvilfully intends ta
deccive and misîcati its readers as te the truc and only
source fer rcnicdying the evii complained of. Without
dcubt à is an evil, a.nd a grea~t .î-c,tliis denudung Canadian
forests fer the sake of building up the American lumber in-

ilustry ; but The Empire kniows that the truc and only rem-
edy is in the hands cf flie Dominion Gevernment, net that
cf Ontario. 13y whose %vill was it that these Ontario tiai-
ber limits passed into the hands cf the Americans ? Snrely
it wvas becanse the people cf Ontario, or their Goverament
wec willing te thus seli theai. There is ne rabbery or
violence involved. The Americans paid the price demand-
cd for them, and thcy are exercisîng their riglit in carryng
off their legs te theië- mills in th"* r owvn country. L'ut Or&.
tarie bas ne right te interfere~ x A these Ame&ric2!,s in dis-
posing cf their proper'y as they sec fit. The right may ex-
ist te stipulate that in the future aIl the tiber cut fri
public lands shall be manufaictured in Ontario ; but sucli a
restriction could nt F.e made ta apply te lirnits alrcady
sold, or ta private landis. Ontario lias ne right or auther-
ity te interfère in interprovincial tracte, neither hns it the
authority te unterfere ini international tradte. Thc Emapire
knows thîs full wvell, and it aIse knows dit this riglit rcsts
exclusively with the Dominion Govcrnment. For its own
politîcal reasons it ignores these facts. It heaps abuse upon
Mr. Mowat, its political cnemy, because he wvill net do
that wvhich lie lias ne authority te de; andas te jemanding
that the Doininicn Gevernnment, its politica1 friends,sliauld
intervcne and impose an expert duty upoli saw legs, which
would bc the only îvay cf remedying the cvii, it is as dumb
as a clam.

By slightly changing the lanquage of The Empire which
we have quoted, it miglit with mucli truth be said that the
Dominion Government, playing into the hands of the
Americans, withdrew the expert duty upon logs,wvhich they
bad imposed, and ever since have stcadfastly refuscd te re-
impose it, altheugh a strong and general demanti bas been
made time and again that the Canadian sawmill inde-try
may have snch advantagcs as cornes fromn the mulling cf
the legs. It pretests agaunst hair-splitting and grandiose
platitutes ini discussing the question, but it knows that
wvhite Michigan milîs and Michigan labor are faring profit-
ably upon legs exparted froni this side, simply because the
Dominion Government L'ecline te impose the expert dut>',
Canadian inilîs alor .- the Georgian Bay are silent,and Can-
adian labor drivcn te seek sustenance elscevherc.

A SACRED RIGcNT !"ERSUS eAAi RCiIY.

Reccntly ini discussing Coxcyism in the Unitedi States,
our csteenied neighbor, The Wýcek, delivered îtself as fol-
lows-

On wvhat principle --un a Govcrnment give rcpeated audi-
ence te the fcw andi deny it te the many? Is it that the
larger number is suggestive cf intimidation ? Is not the
other equaily capable cf using intimidation of anotîter kinti?
One has but te, recaîl certain statements wvhich wvcre boldly
matie in the Canadian Manufacturer, a vear or-'two age, in
order te finti a suggestiv, aîîswer te the question. 0f
coese the farmers and other law-abiding citizens cf Carn-
ada are net likelv te have either the inclination or the timc
te go ini large bodies te Ottawa, te lay their v'iews before
the Governmeat white Parliament is in session. But, as-
suming that there is a conflict or divergence cf v'iews and
intcrests betwveen them and the proprietors cf tht: varieus
industries wvhose representaîtives are se aiuch ini evidence
at the Ca~pital, and kceping in mind the great advantag2
wvhich the latter conscquently have for imprcssing lheir
opinions upon the lawv-fiakers, it see-ns a 'ý air question
wvhether the inequality shoulti net be correctc:d by a strict
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