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PREFERENTIAL TRADE. |

WaiLe it is greatly to be desired thai preferential trade
shoul? be established between Canada and the Mother Coun
try ‘ve should not be over sanguine that that event lies in the
near future. We know that a sentiment adverse to that of,
free trade has crystalized iu Great Britain 1nto what might be
called a political party, but we should not ignore the fact that
the adherents to it are comparatively few in numbers, and that’
there is a long road, toilsome marciing and fierce fighting to |
be encountered before any change can be hoped for in the tis-.
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extent of twenty or even ten por cent an tari) charges, wiich
would really be to our interest , and the only procticable scheme
for us would be to retain our present tarf substantially st
now 18, aganst Britam, aud merease 1t against the rest of the
world.  In other words, 1t would never do for Canada to sac-
ritice her manufacturing industries even for preferential teade
with Great Britain. We do not hear the advoentes of Tnperinl
Federation suggesting increasing our tandl duties agninst all
the rest of the world as an inducement to Britain to graut us
preferentinl teade, the idea being rather that Canada should
either greatly reduce her duties, or abandon them entirely as
her councession to bring about this change of British policy. As
far as Canadian manufacturers are concerned, 1f they are to be
slaughtered and destroyed, it would matter but little to them
whether the destruction was in tho interests of British or of
American manufacturers.  But any material reduction in our
tariff in favor of Great Britain would produce this very result.
With some fow exceptions our imports from Crent Britain are
of classes of goods which are manufactured lurgely in Canada,
‘The domestic goods are equal in all respects to the imported,
and they are quite us cheap in price, the N, P. giving the home
market to the home producer, the imports being generally of
finer and more expensive goods intended for the use of the
wealthy. A reduction of duties, therefore, would destroy our
manufacturing industries and forco us to become the producers
of raw materials for British manufacturers, and this is a con-
dition which Canadian manufacturers will resist to the last. Un
the other ! wnd, a great need of Canadian manufacturers s an
increase of duty upon such manufactured articles as are im
ported from the United States.  An iucrease of these duties
would stimulate their production in Canada, a thing to be most
devoutly wished for, and it would transfer n very large purtion
of our import trade from the Thnited States to Great Britain,
a thing which our Imperial Federation friends tell us they wish
for most devoutly.  Therefore, if Imperial Federauon or pre-
ferential trade 1s to be desired, 1t can only be accomplished
by increasing our taril duties against the rest of the wotld,

ot by decreasing them an favor of Great Britain.

THE PRICE Is Tou HIGH

OxE of the most ardent advoueates of cluser trade relations

cal policy of that country. No doubt the McKinley tanff in between Canada and Great Britamn is Mr. G. F. Frankland, »f
the United States und the newly inaugurated tariffs of other Toronto, who frequently expresses lus views in the public press,
countries, together with Mr. Blaine's new system of reciprocity i In « recent letter in the Ewyare, Me. Frankland shows that
with the States of South America, are tlling heavily aganst  the day is not far distant */hen Britain will become convinced
British mercantile and wmanufacturing interests, but these in-; that she can live and prosper by free trade and cioser trade
terests ar. not yet in a condition of collupse, and 1t may be a, relations with her colunies, und that Australia with her abun-
long, long time before Britain will abandon hor present system. , dauce of mutton and wool, India and Manitoba with their
We believe that that change will come —that it is inevitable— | wheat, and Ontario wi'/_its cattle hove the capacity to forever
but the progress of it will be marked Ly demands for conces. supp'y the wants of the mother country for these necessities.
sions from the colonics which we are not now prepared to re-; Healludes to the seltish co..duct of the United States 1w creat.
commend to Oanada. We are convince' that Canada’s best ing the McKinley tariff, showing that Britain is the best

interests do not lie along lines which le .a in the direction of
free trade with any country, and that for many years to come
it will not be to our advantage to abete in any degree the
policy of protection which we have adopted. We cannot ima-
gine any terms which Britain might be willing to adopt in
consideration of Canada discriminating in her favor to the

customer of that country for their beef, bacon, cheese and
numerous other things, and that .s a return they arc endeav-
oring to the best of their alility, by their “damnable’ Mc-
Kinley bill to prevent the British people from wage earning,
that they may live by their labor. ** Canada,” Mr Frankland
says, * should be able to take a lcading part in smashing this



