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preseitled by tue iîtsurinig eotnpaîtvl., the cr: ni' inter-

estct i uîotive beîîîg raise<i nt olive2. 't'hlal lucre are*
Ilindîcr'us of' cases wlicre ti< ciiiiii.ti% ttljtîit(-r i'; lier-
lcctly caîxvinici.d tt'.ît the. fircs are ut inîcen'diai.\ *r hli,
tîtough i îot capable aof s,îch proof as, furttisied by the
Comnpany, would serve to canivict bi.fure the average
jury, is wveil1 knwîx.

It is, wve think, bccoiniîtg more and nmore obvions
that investigation of ail fire'. of uncert.îin origine by thc
autliority of tue state, intîî be systeniaticily entere(i
uponi bci'ate thc work of te iinceiudia-'y crin be effect-
xîauiy stayed. Mr. Mlise., ii Isis ipIl)Lr rend( hefore te
Nortlîwcstern Fire 1Unl(tlernitra'Asualu at

Chicago receniy, 11a (loubt wvent lu the rout or titis
inatter in bis advucacy oi' a regular coronor's quest
instituted b>' tie public alîtherities, %vlalever nîlodiiica-
lion of lus Specifie planx iiiglit be desirale iti practice.
Arsou is a crime unur the btaittes, f'or N\hich nuolie to
severe penlalties are fixe.d. It i:> a di.-tiiti-t a n..gainsl
society and a menace to ils Nafe!t\, t>, -well ais a fraud
against inisurance capital. ]Ever> firc kindied cuid-angerN-
flot ouly the adjacenit prupurt) ut' lixutte't ind innocent
men, but puts hunnan 11k' ii peril. lIow înanai'o lthe
ires in Nvhich litmtxail life, sittgiy or iii scores, lias beuns
sacrificed ]lave beeti kindied bv iîtcendiary bands wil
neyer be kznown, but tisat griint dentîh ln ils worst forîn
afleix lurlzs iu his iiniditigit torclt i. h u td qtsi

It is as inuelci the dulty oi' the statu tu litiut duve il and
pUnisli the man w~lto, for personal g.iii, puis lthe martch

ta his own property rit the pi aof the livcs alid prop-

erty aof lus tîciglibors, as il. is to inuit down't and

puttisli the footpad vvltu, *l.Sl fui per1suial gain, ll'.
the pistai ta tlie hcand of thti :l cr upuni the' iih-
wvay. In motive titere is 110 difference, lu re.sult tu
formier inay be the greater critiiîîrîi. 'lie present
xuaclîinery aof the law h.. obviuusi itia(l(uiate la deal
with inicendiarisuxi. WV1îat la îxucdud hs.. coiîpc)ttcnt,
honest, courageaus officiai in every couitl> or dihtrict,

eînpowcrcd. ta investigrale and pronionîlce upoîtevr
lire abunt the origin of whiicit unicrtint>' exists, ju,;l
as tce coroner ts entpluwcrt'd tu ilîqutî i jut ' cr. cicalt
froîti uncertain cause. To Le tfti.Litt lit sta 1 v
charged exclusivcly with lts duly and nu0 uthucr, and
hav'e power ta puirsue itîquy upon jîtdiciailistes ftiily
equal to titat aof lue cxistlitg coroneri. MVitlx sucli ail

ýofficiai iii ev'ry desigtcdtt( district it Caniada and lut
the United States, incendiarni nigl booti Çutnc ta
be regarded as a criime, with lte terrors oi' ils attendant
penalty, instead of a profitable pastitîte Bunt hoiv
shall sucix a desirable arrangement lije brouglit about ?
Just as alter txceded rcfurnti arc i,tiitt ilictt->y
agitatiaon ; l'y writîtîg about it, aitd lalkittg about il,
and educating the public iiiid on the subljeci. It is
ouly txecessary, \'e believe, for lte peuple, itîcludiltg
the iav-inîakers, ta ri.aliie fuiiy tli-i. i\~ity aof titis

inîîchîcckcd penit iti onder tu appiy lte rnid.Itîves
tigaliaxi atîd refiecliotu b>' ait intlliget public iinsi,
it the liglit ai' facis, be faowcu%,l Ï)y convictiont, alid
Conicitiont ie i'oliaweî by action. Sa far as tite city ai'

Maîttreal is coltcertîed, we are giad la snty that fire
nxarshals appainîed by the City cauîtcil ]lave datte goad

wark, a~s sornie r%.centt Convictions of' iiicciîdianies attest.

THE ASSESSMENT ENDOWMENT CONCERNS.

ThIe i'oli<wittg, ittîder date aof Navettuber 25111, fraîtt
!iisuraisce Coiiiiîiksioîîcr Merrili i of .acîîs s lin
repily ta a lutter ai' iîqîtiry l>y a gentlemtan ai' this City,

il bth exi)licit aîtd enîplialic. Itis alsa convitîcittg:
Tritis I)elpartitiznt lias' ita cotnfidence wlialcver it lte tiltiitle

rutiitha.eîît af lte Promiîses calliuyoat the usçessnîeîl ciftdownîlli
corporationis. Titus far 110 iess lthai iîjîte of' Ilese corporationis
%viîiclî Il.-ve rcaclied te pericxl of' payliin arc il% lte liaiids of'
receivers or assiginees or il% lte buis of lte iaw, ready lo go oi'er
lthe ab)yss, antd ils thiee fcw the certiticatec.ltolders htavei alrtly
ilt viîtai a ioss of' futlly lwvo mtillionts aof dollars. Ttiey are tloe

corporations, iii.tii.i4 andl coîîtrolleid Iy sueuî or cigit ilncor'
îa.r.aturs, anîd in the iitaîîaigeittvitt of wiei the' certif'îtate-.itneit'

mr .î ae tto riglit or voice wltat've.r , anii iariy v er one' t titis
far %% recked lias becît SaOM ontt for a large sat1i1 of îîtoîtcy 'y the
olil oflicers ton a new gantg, %vit lave ettriciud theîtselvvs at lthe
expeîse. otf te îitîîfrtiîtate vicî ls%.

''lie - rgressivi Beinefil Ordun" lai anotixer oi' tîte
Bostont assessintîit entîduwtnettl concertîs, which ihar.
contte tu Catnada la lry ils fortuntes. 'l1ie cixaracter of
ies mtaniagemtent 15 :et forth as foiiaws b>' tue Wc&,

L,*,lcrrt neart of Nuw \'urk. Spuakiîg oi' tueis coîlcern,
titat jaotrnal says

et It issues a circuirir setting forth the riches tIr . tviii
accrute ta lte iindividulal wiio pis a sniail sin mlotîthiy
ilitba tii?,- keeping oif the oficers ; and pirints te faiiowv
itîg as a slateutxeut mttlle hy Iiîýtrattce- Superinletidett
El1lerite, ai' N1issýouri, li in liris îtî; nul,- report :

Tutuis. 'il %% iii leu' secît. ltalis th i st tif Jaîiu.xry. 18S)o, lhitîy
fotur c'olleî:tîi'S r;I)rcsteitte' $7(xbtSKi,0(x <if îîîoîîei' t:,kcst 1717011
te plil ca0%'r and aihove mlii:t W.tns itle.sary- ta ;iay al deit'nh
&laitîts, etilowivttellits, StSîrretitiers, Iaàtiiilie-, ailt exicltses of ati

las. 'Thtis is a ~ttîîdoîs anîiitt liec %vitlxdrawtt froit iiuse
:iinolIgSt tIK'tit>it'. .illl ilt> 1tttr lu,îiV gr:tlla t lte M iti,Irit%î

ntgi tît.IN lia%~ c Ietiî, its% iîat.fti cffeeis caiîl lt belle li'ving feUt

;;. tit sti'ertlity lttisi.' vlio htave i>eelsii iitecessnrîty dcîuri'.ed oft

4. Tliîk is, of course, " &-l's the U,,de',uri/'r, -"at
imnpudenît forger>'. Actuary Harv'ey, aof tite Missouri
<ieparlitxeit, %vritcs to a St. Loutis piper, titat 1Colnel

llcrb)e ntcîer dreaniec tîtat any ant: cauid btave tue
effroiîîery ta ganlîle anmd nisappiy lus rernarks ; antt
niîtci iess dit! lie appreliend thint any mtais, io'~
Vicions, col! attribute tahsu laid a fholholàoud .ts
ta utte.rcd it the irist ei.ghteeni w'ords ai' tte iargcry.'
It la a disgrav'e ta Massacihusetts that Coitîmiissioner
Merrili is w~it haout power ta dentolisi sudh scoundrel-

'lTe -' Order ai' Utxily,' tite assesýsîtteit çnduwinunît
caticern hailiitg froin, Massachusetts, ai' the seveîi-year

v'ariety, whose utîeriy unreai',ale plans wve qLxposcd
at sanie length some ntonths since when it first iîtvaded
Canada, is stili afflicting tIe Lawer Prov'inces with ils

pnr.xce avixtg St. Johin foi headquarlers. Iitsýurmtce
Cotntmtiissiamter Merrii's officiai report oi thc Massa-
clansetîs endowmient onders oit June 3otx hast shows

tumat the Order aof Unity titen hall, ail toici, a balanîce
an1 lxatd Of om1l1Y $22,236 iii the bettefit fuîîid, ammd tc
ettormaus suin aof $i in j»tIe expense futmid, alîbougit
lte limbililties assmmued under the certificates whicli il
promises ta pay werc $2,S61,ooo! If it were passible
for the cancerix ta last.seveix yenrs, antd deductiîîg anily
ten per cent. ai' the niembership ai' 3,083 for deals and
lapses, it wo'u1d cost the renxaining members '$x,a30
e.c11 ta paylîhe face ai' the centilic2tes. Add $5 a year


